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Online registration is now open for the 2014 Spring Season 
  


**REGISTER NOW FOR WINTER TRAINING** 
 
The program is open to all Verona residents in grades K through 8, with the season running 
from March to early June. The month of March primarily consists of practices, with games 
beginning in early April. Tournament play is also offered for all 5-8 grade teams. The season is 
completed in early June. We welcome players of all abilities and experience to become a part of 
the fastest growing sport in the country! 


To register, go to the following webpage: 
https://leagueathletics.com/Registration/Default.asp?n=&org=veronalacrosse.org. 
 
Payment can be made using your credit card (MC or Visa) online. 


During the regular outdoor season, children in grades K, 1, and 2, a "mini-laxer" clinic format is 
available. The clinic is held on Saturday afternoons for 1 hour from roughly April 14th 
through June 7th. 
Third and fourth graders have separate girls and boys teams that typically play 8 to 10 modified 
games against teams from nearby towns, and practice about twice a week. 
Grades 5, 6, 7 and 8 play on competitive teams (also gender specific) and typically participate in 
10 to 12 games against teams from nearby towns; practices are usually 2 or 3 times a week. 
 
Fees for the season are*: 
K to 2nd Grade ($75) 
Grades 3/4 ($150) 
Grades 5/6 ($175) 
Grades 7/8-Girls ($200) 
Grades 7/8 Boys ($210) 
*Family discounts are available for 3+ players/household. 
 
Certain teams fill up fast so we strongly encourage you to register early to secure your roster 
spot and indoor winter training. Registration and payment will only be processed online so log 
on now.  
 
The Verona youth lacrosse program is run by a volunteer Board, and is coached for the most 
part by volunteers. Check-out www.veronalacrosse.org for more information. Volunteers are 
needed and are welcome to assist in coaching and general organizational duties. No previous 
lacrosse experience is required. Any community member interested in getting involved in the 
program is welcome to contact: Rudy Frizzi at 973-571-1982 


 



https://leagueathletics.com/Registration/Default.asp?n=&org=veronalacrosse.org

http://www.veronalacrosse.org/

tel:973-571-1982






 
 


DATE:  FRIDAY, March 28, 2014 * 5:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. 


 


PLACE:  VERONA HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA 


  


Catered by The Thistle Restaurant, Kearny, NJ 


 


Eat In  *  Take Out   *  Walk-ins Welcome 


 


All meals include a drink and a dessert 


 


All proceeds benefit VHS Project Graduation 2014. 


************************************************************ 


MEAL PRE-ORDER:   Please return by March 11, 2014 


 


NAME: ____________________________Tel. #_______________________ 


 


_______ Total # of Adult Meals @ $15.00 each 


(Please specify number of each type of meal being ordered) 


Fish & Chips______ 


Chicken & Chips_______   


_______ Total # of Kids’ Chicken Nugget Meals at  


$10.00 each 


 


Return form and payment by mail to VHS, P.G. 2014, 151 Fairview Avenue, 


Verona, NJ  07044 or return the form and payment in an envelope marked ‘Fish 


Fry’ to the main office at your child’s school. (Checks payable to VHS Project 


Graduation 2014) 


Any questions, call Lucille Hahula (973) 294-4657. 













Spring College Fairs 
 


Listed below are the dates and locations of college fairs that will be 


taking place in March and April. 


 


 


 


Location Date 
Hudson County Fair at St. Peter’s University March 11th 


Kean University/Union County Fair at Kean 


University 


March 12th 


Cape/Atlantic County Fair at The Richard 


Stockton College of NJ 


March 25th 


Monmouth County Fair at Brookdale Community 


College 


April 24th 


 


 


Further information can be found by following the links on 


www.njacac.org.  


 


 


 


                                      



http://www.njacac.org/
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The mission of the Verona Public Schools, the center of an engaged and supportive community, 


is to empower students to achieve their potential as active learners and productive citizens 


through rigorous curricula and meaningful, enriching experiences. 
 


 


 


Verona Community Members, 


 


I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone in Verona for the time they have devoted 


to learning about and supporting the referendum for the Verona Schools.  This referendum will 


help to provide a learning environment that promotes our mission statement of allowing students 


to reach their potential.  We will be able to continue work on our Strategic Plan and meeting our 


goals as a district. 


 


We are hoping that the Verona Schools will continue to move forward and become “What you 


DO expect in Verona!” 


 


Thank you again, 


 


 
 


Steven A. Forte 


Superintendent of Schools 


 
         Cheryl A. Nardino 



http://www.veronaschools.org/






The SAT is changing! 


The new SAT will be in place for the Class of 2017  


beginning the spring of 2016* 
Changes to the 
SAT 


Current SAT  
(Class of 2014-2016) 


New SAT  
(Class of 2017 and beyond) 


Scoring  ¼-point penalty for wrong 
answers 


 Score is based out of 2400 -- 800 
for Math; 800 for Reading 
Comprehension; and, 800 for 
Writing 


 No wrong-answer penalty 


 Score is based out of 1600 -- 800 for Math; 800 for 
Evidence-Based Reading and Writing. Optional essay 
will receive a separate score 


Timing   3 hours 45 minutes  3 hours; 3 hours 50 minutes with optional essay 


Administration  Only available in print 


 Test focused on broad range of 
non-essential topics and 
content 


 Available digitally and in print 


 Fewer questions with a greater focus on in-depth analysis 
of content 


Essay  Essay is required 


 Students have 25 minutes to write 
a persuasive essay in response 
to a prompt 


 Accuracy of information not tested 


 Essay is optional  


 Students have 50-minutes to analyze document and draft 
essay 


 Essay requires students to analyze source documents 
and explain how the author builds an argument 


 Facts matter 


Math  Focus on wide array of topics  


 More emphasis on computational 
skills 


 Calculators permitted for all 
sections 


 Focus on 3 topics -- problem-solving and data analysis, 
“the heart of algebra,”  and “passport to advanced 
math” 


 Real-world problem solving including analyzing data, 
charts, and graphs 


 Calculator no longer permitted for all math sections 


Reading and 
Writing 


 Writing score combines writing 
multiple-choice and essay 


 Reading section has two question 
types: sentence completion 
and passage-based questions 


 Reading and Writing sections combine into “Evidence-
Based Reading and Writing” section 


 No Sentence Completions  


 Focus on real-world vocabulary-in-context as well as 
revising and editing writing in passages 


 Focus on analyzing Literature, Social Studies, and 
Science passages 


 One passage will be a Primary Source from American 
and/or World History, such as The Constitution or 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech 


 
*Current seniors, juniors and sophomores will not be affected by these changes. These graduating classes 
should continue preparing for the current iteration of the SAT. However, current freshmen, or the graduating class of 
2017, will see the new version of the SAT in the spring of 2016 as juniors. 


                                                                                








Verona Foundation for Educational Excellence 


presents 


THE VERONA EXPERIENCE  
Spring Fundraiser 


 Pub Food, Auction     7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. 
 Thursday, March 27, 2014   $45.00 per person pre-sale 2/19-3/19 


 Verona Inn       $50.00 per person 3/20-3/27 
 624 Bloomfield Avenue  For tickets e-mail: 
 Verona, New Jersey  veronaexperience@vfee.org 


 
The silent auction items will include a wide range of “experiences” including 
sports, restaurants, music, technology, theater, education, fitness, and more! 


___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


OUR MISSION: 
Verona Foundation for Educational Excellence (VFEE) is dedicated to enhancing excellence in education through the development and distribution of 
private resources for the benefit of Verona schools and students. The Foundation's mission is to maintain an extra margin of excellence by employing 
private resources to supplement traditional school funding.  www.vfee.org 


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


VFEE - INSPIRING MINDS ONE GRANT AT A TIME 
 


The Verona Foundation for Educational Excellence is a non-profit organization. 
Registration by the IRS as a 501(c) 3 organization, all contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 








Steps to Register for Classes in Genesis Parent Portal-2014-15 


Course Registration will begin March 10th 


 Teacher Recommendations are now available on the Parent Portal. 


 Students will input their requests into the Parent Portal by grade level, according to the following schedule. 


Class of 2018 (Grade 8) Monday, March 10th -Monday, March 17th 


Class of 2017 (Grade 9) Monday, March 17th-Monday, March 24th 


Class of 2016 (Grade10) Monday, March 24th- Monday, March 31st  


Class of 2015 (Grade 11) Monday, March 31st- Monday, April 7th 


Open Scheduling (All Grades) Monday, April 7th- Monday, April 14th  


Courses requested during the registration period DOES NOT guarantee a seat. 


 Visit www.veronaschools.org, click the “A+ Grades” icon to get to the Parent Portal.  


 Click the Student Data tab in the top Blue Bar. 


 Click the small Scheduling tab on the lower bar to see teacher recommendations. 


 Click Request Tab to select course requests. 


 Click the Request a Course link under each subject area. For example, click “Request a Course” under English.  


The screen will list all English courses. 


 The courses that have the APPLE in the Status column are the teacher recommended courses.  


Recommended courses must still be requested by student/parent. 


 To request a course, click the “Request this Course” button.  For elective courses, you MUST indicate a priority in 


the Priority column. 


 If you wish to take a lower level than the one the teacher recommended, simply request the new course. 


 If you wish to request a course that is a level above what is recommended, request the course. Then complete 


the Request for Course Override Form and submit it to your student’s school counselor immediately.  This form 


can be found on the Verona High School Guidance Website, www.veronaschools.org/guidance. 


 Continue to select courses from all Subject Areas.  Be sure to review the graduation requirements, course 


descriptions, prerequisites, and course sequencing before selecting courses. 


 To select a Study Hall, select  the Study Hall Subject Area, then select either Full-Year or Half-Year Study Hall 


(Spring or Fall) 



http://www.veronaschools.org/guidance





 Choose five elective courses and prioritize them 1-5 using the priority box to the right of each course. If you are 


interested in enrolling in Choir, please request it as well, but do not place it in the prioritized list, since it’s the 


only course offered during zero period. 


 The 2014-2015 Curriculum Bulletin can be found under “Guidance News” on the School Counseling website. 


 The Parent Portal will remain accessible for you to review final requests only.  If you wish to make any changes 


during this time, they must be submitted writing or e-mail to your child’s school counselor.   The deadline for 


these course changes is April 14th. 


  Preliminary schedules (no teacher names, room numbers, or periods) will be posted on the Parent Portal on 


June 20th. 


 Final schedules with teacher names, room numbers, and periods will be posted on the Parent Portal mid-


August. A School Messenger call will announce when these are available. 


 If you have any questions about this process, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s counselor. 


 








 


Attention Seniors 
 
Scholarship applications are continuing to arrive in 
the Guidance Office.  Be sure to check Naviance 
weekly for scholarships that are applicable to you.  
 
In addition there are many National scholarships that 
are available now. Look on Naviance under the 
“Scholarship” tab. Click on “National Scholarship 
Search”, enter your information and it will supply you 
with a list of scholarships that apply to you.  
 
If you have any questions, see Mrs. Newman. 


 


Please note:  If you need a copy of your official 


transcript for an outside scholarship please see 


Mrs. Newman and she will provide you with a 


copy in a sealed envelope.  


 
 


                           








 ATTENTION: VHS TRACK & FIELD 


!         Description
 • Micro-Cord™ shell fabric has a textured dobby polyester surface and medium 
  weight to provide a durable weather barrier
 • Wind and water-resistant protection keeps you warm and dry
 • Concealed hood stows when not in use
 • Front zippered pockets
 • Deep back gussets for superior range of motion
 • Back vent with adjustable closure for full decoration access
 • Adjustable hood and 4” extended drop tail hem with encased shockcord on Adult
 
         Description


 • Micron™ polyester shell is lightweight, wind/water-resistant, and quiet for comfortable movement
 • Mesh and nylon lining
 • Elasticized drawstring waist
 • Easy-entry front
 • Back zippered pockets
 • Open bottom hems with zippers and snaps


The VHS Track and Cross Country Boosters are selling outerwear that will have a Verona track logo on the 
front left chest of the jacket and the front left thigh of the pants.  The back of the jacket will say "Verona".  
Your name is optional and can be embroidered on the front right chest of the jacket.   If you are interested 
in purchasing the jacket, pants or both, please return the bottom portion of this form to Treesh Ramsthaler 
at 12 Winding Way by March 24th. Questions?? Contact Treesh Ramsthaler at stramsthaler@comcast.net. 


NAME:____________________________________________
ADDRESS:_________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER:___________________________________
EMAIL:_____________________________________________


JACKET SIZE:                PANTS SIZE:     NAME: (optional) $4.00 Extra charge
YOUTH       YOUTH
___ XL          ___  XL        (as you want it to appear on jacket)


ADULT       ADULT     
___ S                 ___ S                      _______________________________________
___ M                ___ M
___ L                 ___ L                              
___ XL                ___ XL       ____ No, I do not want my name on jacket.
___ 2XL                ___ 2XL
___ 3XL        ___ 3XL                         


COST:
JACKET ($55)                      $________
PANTS  ($36)                      $________
PERSONALIZATION ($4)       $________


TOTAL ENCLOSED               $________      


$55


$36


----------------------------------------Verona Track & Field Logo


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO "VHS TRACK BOOSTERS"








IN 
PERFORMANCE 
!
March 23, 2014 
5:30pm 
!
Just Jake’s 
30 Park Street

Montclair, NJ



!!


IN 
PERFORMANCE 
!
April 9, 2014 
7:30pm 
!
VHS Auditorium 
151 Fairview Ave

Verona, NJ



!!!!!!!


Check out our name. We do 
more than jazz. And this year 
we celebrate the music of 
the greatest band in rock 
history - The Beatles. !
50 years ago, the Fab Four 
came to America and 
changed the world.  !
Join us as we present some 
of the most amazing songs 
of all time. 


Verona Jazz & Beyond








V~SEA 
2014 


Verona Summer 
Enrichment 
Academy 


 


“Where Learning and Fun 
Come Together!” 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Verona Public Schools 


 


 


Pre-K through 4
th


 Grade Program - The Pre-K (students 


entering kindergarten in September 2014) through 4
th


 


grade program includes interdisciplinary investigations 


and activities in the areas of language arts, science and 


mathematics focusing on grade specific themes. Courses 


will be computer integrated in support of classroom 


projects.  Pre-K-4
th


 grade programs meet for three hours 


per day from 8:30-11:30.  Fee: $365.  


Middle School Program - Algebra I Readiness: (For 


students entering 7
th


, 8
th


 or 9
th


 grade who will be taking 


Algebra I in September) Algebra I is the foundation of all 


high school mathematics classes.  The main goal of 


Algebra I is to develop fluency in working with linear 


equations. The Algebra I Readiness Course is designed to 


assist students in mastering target standards with a primary 


focus on developing students’ mastery of arithmetic 


concepts and skills. Through the topics presented in this 


course students will solidify understandings introduced in 


Pre-Algebra and will be better prepared to tackle new 


topics that will be learned in Algebra I. Topics that will be 


covered include  integers and their operations, rational 


numbers, simplifying expressions, solving one and two 


step equations/ inequalities, functions and graphing in the 


coordinate plane.  The Algebra I Readiness class will meet 


for 1 ½ hours per day from 8:30-10:00.     Fee: $182.50 


Fundamentals of Pre-Algebra – (For students entering 


7
th


 and 8
th


 grade on-level math in September) Are you 


bored with Math and really do not want to take a Math 


class during the summer? Well, this isn’t your typical 


Math class. You will still explore integers, rational 


numbers, simplifying expressions, solving inequalities, 


functions, and graphing, but you will learn to apply these 


concepts to your own life. For instance, you will learn how 


coordinate plan graphing is used in movie, animation, and 


video game making or how inequalities can be used to 


make smarter, wiser decisions in life. While learning how 


to apply these concepts to your everyday life, you will also 


build a foundation to take your math skills to the next 


level. The Fundamentals of Pre-Algebra class will meet 


for 1 ½ hours per day from 10:00-11:30.    Fee: $182.50 


High School Program 


Program information will be distributed to high school 


students in early spring. 


 


 


A Note From the Directors 


Dear Parents, 


Welcome to V~SEA’s 10
th
 anniversary!  The 


purpose of the Verona Summer Enrichment 


Academy (V~SEA) is to expand students' knowledge 


base, build on their interests and encourage creative 


thinking. 


We invite your children to participate in this unique 


experience.  The students are taught in an 


environment which features hands-on, materials-


based learning.  Throughout our ten years of 


providing enrichment instruction, subject matter has 


included explorations of medieval history, 


Archimedes, dinosaurs, cryptology, forensics, Lego 


Robotics, crime scene investigation, prime and 


composite numbers, Aesop's Fables and much more. 


The V~SEA experience welcomes children who ask 


questions and exhibit curiosity about the world and 


how it works.  This form of learning only occurs in 


an atmosphere where imagination and daring to 


"think outside the box" is appreciated and valued. 


All Pre-K (students entering kindergarten in 


September 2014) through 4
th
 grade students are 


invited to participate in the elementary program.  


The Pre-K, Kindergarten and 1
st
 grade programs will 


be held at Laning Ave. School.  The 2
nd


 through 4
th
 


grade programs will be held at F.N. Brown School.  


The middle school and high school classes will be 


held at Verona High School.  The selection of grade 


levels at these sites facilitates the easy transfer of 


those children who will attend V~SEA in the 


morning and the Verona Recreation Department’s 


programs (Primary Park, Elementary Zone & 


Summer Adventure) in the afternoon. 


Sincerely, 


Mr. Jeffrey Monacelli & Dr. Larry Siegel 


V~SEA Co-Directors 


 


     


 


 







 Summer Enrichment Academy 


 
Verona Summer Enrichment Academy 


2014 Registration Form Pre-K through 8 
 


Student Name:_____________________________________ 


Address:__________________________________________ 


__________________________________________________ 


Present Grade;_____________________________________ 


Date:_____________________________________________ 


Current School:____________________________________ 


Name of Parent/Guardian: 


__________________________________________________ 


Home Phone:______________________________________ 


Work Phone:______________________________________ 


Cell Phone:_______________________________________ 


Email Address: 


____________________________________________ 


Yes, I would like to enroll my child in the 2014 
Verona Summer Enrichment Academy. I have 
enclosed my check for $365 (Pre-K thru 4 
program) or $182.50 (Middle School Program)  
payable to Verona Board of Education. I 
understand that if I change my mind there is a 
full refund on or before April 4, 2014 or a 50% 
refund on or before May 9, 2014. I am aware 
there will be no refunds after May 9, 2014. 


X____________________________________ 


Parent/Guardian Signature 


 


 


Please forward your registration form and 


payment to: 


Mr. Jeffrey Monacelli 


Forest Avenue School 


118 Forest Avenue  


Verona, New Jersey 07044 
 


For further information, contact: 


 
Jeffrey Monacelli at (973) 571-6754 


or 


Larry Siegel at (973) 571-6753 


 


Program Hours are 8:30 – 11:30 AM for the 


Pre-K thru grade 4 programs.   
 


See course descriptions for middle school and 


high school program hours. 
 


 
 


 
 


Participation in V~SEA will not preclude involvement in 


Verona Summer Recreation and/or Verona Summer Music 


programs. 


 


 


2014  Schedule 


DATES TOPIC LOCATION 


March thru 
Friday,  
May 9th   


Registration 
 


 


Thursday,  
March 20th  


V~SEA Parent 
Information Session 


Forest Avenue 
School Library 


@ 7:00 PM 


Tuesday, 
June 24th  


 
V~SEA Begins 


Pre-K thru Grade 1 
at Laning 


 
Grades 2 thru 4 at 


F.N. Brown 
 


Middle School and 
High School 
Programs at 
Verona High 


School 
Friday, 
July 4th  


Fourth of July 
Holiday 


No Classes 


 


Tuesday, 
July 22nd   


Final Day of 
V~SEA 


 








VERONA HIGH SCHOOL 


LACROSSE PARENTS ASSOCIATION’S 


Taste of Verona 2014 


An opportunity to sample cuisine of the many finest local restaurants and caterers 


Friday, March 28th, 2014 


7:30 – 10:30 PM 


Our Lady of the Lake Auditorium 


 
Tickets: $35 per person t 


A portion of each ticket will be deposited into the VHS Girls or Boys “pay for 


play” escrow account of your choice. 


 


Please send payment to: Lisa Ednie 


                                     80 Harrison Street, Verona, NJ 


                                     Ednie4@msn.com   973-868-7425 


An email confirmation will be sent once your order is received. 


Tickets are on a first come, first serve basis – space is limited. 
 
If you are unable to attend, please consider making a donation to support Verona High 
School Lacrosse 


 


 


Taste of Verona – Lisa Ednie, 80 Harrison Street, Verona, NJ 


Checks payable to: VHS LPA 


 


Name__________________________________ 


Email: _________________________________ 


# of Tickets: ________       Total Amount Enclosed: ____________ 


Lacrosse Player’s Escrow Account/ Grade: _______________________ 








Take a musical trip 
to the Emerald Isle 


with bagpipes, stories, 
jigs and reels, using 


authentic Irish 
instruments and 


traditional Irish dances.


Verona Public Library
17 Gould Street · Verona, NJ 07044 · (973) 857-4848 · www.veronalibrary.org


Sunday, 
March 16, 2014


4:00 pm


Verona Public Library presents: 
RICHARD STILLMAN


THE IRISH


BALLADEER








     Verona Public Schools, Office of the Superintendent 


121 Fairview Avenue                  Verona, New Jersey 07044 
PHONE 973-571-2029                   FAX 973-571-6779 


Steven A. Forte sforte@veronaschools.org Cheryl Nardino 


Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator/Board Secretary 


www.veronaschools.org 


 
The mission of the Verona Public Schools, the center of an engaged and supportive community, is to empower students to achieve 
their potential as active learners and productive citizens through rigorous curricula and meaningful, enriching experiences. 
 


March 14, 2014  


Dear Verona Family, 


We wanted to let you know about an exciting opportunity for any extremely special alumnus.   Scott 


Chesney, a 1988 graduate of Verona High School, has been entered into a contest sponsored by The 


National Mobility Equipment Dealers Association (NMEDA).  They are a non-profit organization 


dedicated to expanding mobility options for people with disabilities.  The organization promotes and 


supports members engaged in modification of quality transportation and wheelchair accessible vehicles.    


Based on amount of votes received, 3 “Local Heroes” will be awarded a customized wheelchair 


accessible mini-van.  Scott and his family were currently looking into this option before he was 


nominated and we feel he would be an excellent candidate for this amazing chance to better his lifestyle.   


Scott was our keynote speaker for the annual staff convocation this September. His speech was very 


uplifting and inspirational. Scott received a standing ovation from the 200+ staff members in the room. 


Scott also donates his time and energy to speak to our students in the middle school and has become an 


inspiration to everyone he meets.  


We are reaching out to the Verona community for support.  Please cast your vote at 


http://www.mobilityawarenessmonth.com/entrant/scott-chesney-verona-nj/  


Voting is currently open until May 9
th
 and each individual can vote once a day.  


You can also read more about Scott at www.scottchesney.com.    


 


Thank you very much for your support. 


Andrea Jordan (VHS ’89)    Steven A. Forte 


Physical Education Teacher HBW    Superintendent of Schools  


  



http://www.veronaschools.org/

http://www.mobilityawarenessmonth.com/entrant/scott-chesney-verona-nj/

http://www.scottchesney.com/






 


 


 


 


Dear Educators,  


As a leading community agency for over a century, the Y of Montclair has positively 
impacted the lives of individuals and families through programs that focus on Youth 
Development, Healthy Living and Social Responsibility. 


We would like to invite you to join our team this summer and help us jump start a new, 
innovative enrichment program for youth from our surrounding communities. 


Educators, instructors and individually experienced persons are encouraged to share 
their skills set, expertise and creative ideas in ways that are exciting, new and 
invigorating to a captive audience of youth entering grades 1st through 6th this fall. 


Each instructor will be matched with the age group they feel is best for their activity.  
Lessons are taught for one week, maybe 2.  They are also taught during mornings or 
afternoons in order to fit your schedule.  


You will be equipped with supplies for your activity/lessons; the appropriate space in 
which to teach it, an assistant the entire time and an on-site director to support you in 
any way needed.    


If you have a passion and the skills, come share your innovativeness with us this 
summer!  


Visit our website at www.montclairymca.org  and complete the on line application form.  
Look for the tab on the left for “dynamic and talented teachers”.  Please contact me for 
more information or to answer any of your questions. 


We look forward to hearing from you soon and hope the remainder of your school year 
is “snow day free”. 


Regards, 


 


Kimberley Griffiths 
Director: Youth, Teen and Families 
kgriffitsh@montclairymca.org 
973-415-6102 


 
YMCA of Montclair | 25 Park Street | Montclair, NJ 07042 | 973 744‐3400  


Geyer Family YMCA | 159 Glenridge Avenue | Montclair, NJ 07042 | 973 783‐7640 








    Verona Public Schools, Office of the Superintendent 
121 Fairview Avenue                  Verona, New Jersey 07044 
PHONE 973-571-2029                   FAX 973-571-6779 
Steven A. Forte sforte@veronaschools.org Cheryl Nardino 
Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
www.veronaschools.org 


Upcoming Events 


Date:   March 14, 2014   


 
 


 
 
DISTRICT 


Mar. 18     BOE Budget Meeting        7:00 p.m.        VHS Auditorium 
 
Board of Education meeting agendas are posted the Monday prior to the meeting on the site below: 


http://www.veronaschools.org/BOEAgenda       
Videos of the Board of Education Meetings can be found by clicking the  link below: 


    http://www.veronaschools.org/boevideos 
     


Events to benefit the Verona Schools (see Friday Folder for more information) 
 
        Robert Anthony Salon: 10% off for clients, 10% donation to schools  


(must mention when booking appointment) 
 
 
VHS 


Mar. 17     Scott Chesney assembly       12:40 p.m. ‐1:45 p.m.   Auditorium 
For freshmen only 


Mar. 20     Jazz Day ‐ all day              Auditorium 
 
HBW 


Mar. 17     School Spirit Day – Wear Green 
Mark Your Calendars: 


Mar. 28     Willy Wonka Junior Performance      7:00 p.m.     Auditorium 
Mar. 29                  Willy Wonka Junior Performance      3:00 p.m.       Auditorium 
 
BROOKDALE 


Mar. 17        Fingerprinting at Brookdale 1st Grade     9:00 a.m. 
Mar. 18        Tae Kwon Do (lunch) 
Mar. 19        2nd Grade Field Trip 
Mar. 20     Ms. McNeal Visits the 4th Grade     10:00 a.m.  ‐ 11:00 a.m. 
Mar. 20         Astro Nova           2:45 p.m.  ‐ 3:45 p.m. 
Mar. 21       Mr. Freund and HBW Guidance Visits Brookdale 
 
F N BROWN 


Mar. 26      Grade 4 class trip     







FOREST 
Mar. 17     CogAT Practice Test – Gr 2‐3‐4 
Mar. 18‐20     CogAT Test Gr 2‐3‐4 
Mar. 17 and 19    Incoming kindergarten screening 
 
LANING 


Mar. 17 ‐20     Cogats  ‐  Grade 2 
Mar. 17     Irish Dance Assembly 
Mar. 21     Fourth Grade Field Trip 
 








Verona Public Schools                                                     
 2013-2014 Calendar 
    BOE Approved Revised Feb 25, 2014


Sept 2013 19 Days Staff & 17 Days Students February 2014 18 Days Staff & 17 Days Students


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 2 Labor Day  - CLOSED 1


8 9 10 11 12 13 14 3, 4 Staff Only 2 3 4 5 6 7 8


15 16 17 18 19 20 21 5 Rosh Hashanah - CLOSED 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 14, 17Winter Vacation - CLOSED


22 23 24 25 26 27 28 6 SCHOOL OPENS 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 18 4 hr session 


29 30 23 24 25 26 27 28


         October 2013 23 Days          March 2014 21 Days 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 3 4 5 1 4-6HSPA Testing


6 7 8 9 10 11 12 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 14 Professional Development


13 14 15 16 17 18 19  17  Verona Family Night 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 4 Hour Session, Students


20 21 22 23 24 25 26 31 Professional Development 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 26  Verona Family Night


27 28 29 30 31 4 Hour Session, Students 23 24 25 26 27 28 29


30 31


         November 2013 17 Days          April 2014 17 Days


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 5 Professional Development 1 2 3 4 5 15-18 Spring Vacation - CLOSED


3 4 5 6 7 8 9 4 Hour Session, Students 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 22-23 K-4 Conferences


10 11 12 13 14 15 16 7-8 NJEA Convention - CLOSED 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 4 Hour Session, K-4 Students


17 18 19 20 21 22 23 18-20    K-8 Conferences 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 28-30 K-8 Standardized Testing


24 25 26 27 28 29 30 4 Hour Session, K-8 Students 27 28 29 30  Grade 2,3,4 Inview Testing


27 4 Hour Session for All


28-29 Thanksgiving - CLOSED


         December 2013 15 Days May 2014 21 Days


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 20 4 Hour Session for All 1 2 3


8 9 10 11 12 13 14 23-31 Holiday Break - CLOSED 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


15 16 17 18 19 20 21 11 12 13 14 15 16 17


22 23 24 25 26 27 28 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 26 Memorial Day - CLOSED


29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1-16 K-8 Standardized Testing


         January 2014 June 2014 15 Days


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 6 4 hour session students- staff training


16  4 Hour Session, VHS Students


1 2 3 4 1 Holiday Break - CLOSED 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 17-20 4 Hour Sessions, Students


5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 SCHOOLS REOPEN 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 16, 17, 18 VHS Final Exams


12 13 14 15 16 17 18 20 MLK Day - CLOSED 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 20 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL


19 20 21 22 23 24 25 22-24 VHS Midterm Exams 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 VHS Graduation


26 27 28 29 30 31 23-24 4 Hour Sessions, VHS Students 29 30 Last Day for Teachers


184 Days Students/187 Days Staff


MARKING PERIODS END REPORT CARD DATES CONFERENCE DATES


Nov. 12, Jan. 30, Apr. 8, June 20  Nov. 15 , Feb. 4, Apr. 11, June 20 Elem - Nov. 18, 19, 20*, Apr. 22, 23     


HBW - Nov. 18, 19, 20*


*evening conferences


**** IF # OF SNOW DAYS USED EXCEEDS 4 ALLOTTED, DAYS WILL BE TAKEN FROM APRIL 15, 16, 17 in that order.  


21 Days








IT’S ALL 
ABOUT ME


Tuesday - Friday
10am - 2pm


ALL CUT & COLOR SERVICE
10% OFF


a portion of the proceeds will be 
donated to the Verona Schools


Welcome Verona School parents!








     Verona Public Schools, Office of the Superintendent 
121 Fairview Avenue                  Verona, New Jersey 07044 
PHONE 973-571-2029                   FAX 973-571-6779 
Steven A. Forte sforte@veronaschools.org Cheryl Nardino 
Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
www.veronaschools.org 
 
 
 
The mission of the Verona Public Schools, the center of an engaged and supportive community, is to 
empower students to achieve their potential as active learners and productive citizens through rigorous 
curricula and meaningful, enriching experiences. 
 
 
To:   All Parents, Guardians, Students and Staff  
From:  Steven Forte 
Date:  February 26, 2014 
Re:  Calendar adjustments 2013-14 
 
 
 
This has been an extraordinary winter to say the least and we truly appreciate 
everyone’s flexibility in making up days. At this point we are one day short and will need 
to operate a full day for students and staff on Monday April 14, 2014. If additional days 
are required April 15, 16, 17 will be used as make up days.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns please contact me sforte@veronaschools.org  
 
 
 
 








 


Verona Boy Scout 


Troop 2 


Pancake Breakfast 





Date: 
March 15, 2014 


 
Time: 


8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
 


Location: 
First Presbyterian Church 


10 Fairview Avenue, Verona 
 


Admission: 
$5.00 Adult 


$4.00 Seniors and Children 
11 and under 



Purchase tickets at the door or in advance by contacting: 


veronapancakebreakfast@yahoo.com 


 













 


 


 


 








Care Packets 
for Children’s 


Hospital 
Help	Verona	Girl	Scout	Troop	20341	by	donating	items	for	The	
Goryeb	Children’s	Hospital	Valerie	Fund	Center	and	in‐patient	unit.	


 


 


Goal: To provide Care Packets for children undergoing cancer treatment and those in 
the in-patient care unit. Care Packets can comfort children and bring a smile to their 
face. 


How you can help:  Donate any of the following items: lip balm, small toy, hand 
sanitizer, coloring books, journals, decorative pens/pencils, crayons/markers, 
small water bottle, lavender sachet, small snacks (gummies, pretzels). You can 
also purchase a small toy at The Learning Express in Verona. They graciously agreed 
to have a donation bin available for your purchase(s).  


Where: There will be bins at Laning Avenue School and 6 Hillcrest Terrace (on the 
enclosed front porch).  Also, as mentioned above, you can purchase a small toy at The 
Learning Express and they will put it in our designated bin. 


When: February 25th – March 21st. 


Please contact Rosa Nunez (rossie2b@aol.com) or Kristin Shea (kristin.shea@comcast.net) with any questions. 








DINING TO DONATE
Enjoy a meal that's filling and fulfilling.


Eat in or try our Carside To GoTM service!


Dine at Applebee's® and
10% of your bill will be donated to


VHS Spotlight Players Parent 
Association


Present this flyer to your server on


March 27th
11am-9pm


at Applebee's of
465 Route 46 West
Totowa, NJ 07512


You must present a flyer
for your donation to count!


applebees.com


© 2005 Applebee's International, Inc. Donation percentage excludes tax, tip
and alcohol sales. Valid at participating restaurants during specified hours.
Must present flyer in order for organization to receive credit for purchase.
Flyers are not to be distributed in the restaurant or within the perimeter of the parking lot.


You must bring this flyer for your donation to be counted. If ordering To Go, please mention this fundraiser.
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Wednesday, March 12 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Mac and Cheese 
Thursday, March 13 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Chicken Sliders on a Bun 
Friday, March 14 
 12:30 Dismissal – No Lunch Served! 
 SCRIP Distribution  
Monday, March 17 
 SCA Hot Dog Lunch (Don't Forget to Pack a Drink!) 
 CogAT Testing 
 Kindergarten Screening 


 St. Patrick’s Day  
 SCA Meeting at 7:00 pm 
Tuesday, March 18 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Breakfast for Lunch 
 CogAT Testing 
Wednesday, March 19 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Chicken Nuggets 
 CogAT Testing 
 Kindergarten Screening 
Thursday, March 20 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Pizzeria Pizza 
 CogAT Testing 
Friday, March 21 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Cheeseburger on a Bun 


 
SCA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 2014-2015 


A big thank you to all the parents who have 
volunteered for SCA committees for next year!  We 
still have over 50 positions to fill.  Some positions 
include Book Fair, Carnival Food, Class Baskets, 
Family Outing, Fourth Grade Farewell, Hot Lunch 
collection, Hot Lunch Organizers (hot dog, chicken 
tenders, pasta), Lunchtime Craft, SCRIP standing 
orders, SCRIP last minute orders, Secret Shoppe, 
Spring Parent/Teacher Luncheon, VMAC Liaison, 
Volunteer Coordinators, Webmaster, Weekly Bulletin 
co-editors and more.  If you have not already signed up 
for a committee, please consider one of the committees 
listed.  Please look over the attached SCA committee 
descriptions and email your top 3 choices ASAP to 
klzalewski@hotmail.com.  If you have any questions 
please contact Kendra Zalewski at 973-571-933 or 
klzalewski@hotmail.com.  Thank you for your 
support!!  
 


Please join us at 7:00 pm on March 
17 for our next Forest Ave SCA Meeting. The 
meeting is held in the cafeteria. All Forest Ave SCA 
members are invited to attend. 
 


CogAT Testing: 
March 17, March 18, March 19 and March 20 
Kindergarten Screening: 
March 17 and March 19 
 


 Save The Date!! 
4th Grade Pool Party this year will be on June 12, 
rain date June 13. 


  Forest Avenue Bulletin  
 March 12 – March 18, 2014 


 


Volume 26 


Editor(s) – Meryem Gumusayak                 e-mail:  meryemgms@gmail.com by 3 P.M. Tuesday or call (732) 513-8560           
SCA President – Jennifer Fleming   e-mail:  Jendan.fleming@gmail.com  or call (973) 415-7920 
Forest Avenue Principal – Jeff Monacelli  e-mail:  jmonacelli@veronaschools.org  


Forest Avenue School Website:  www.veronaschools.org  (select “Schools” then select “Forest”) 
Bulletin and all attachments (as well as homework) are available online. 


 
Thank you to the Forest Avenue faculty, students 
and families for supporting the Scholastic Book 
Fair Fiesta! Everyone enjoyed spending time 
shopping for books, making maracas, and admiring 
the beautiful book covers created by many Forest  
Ave students.  A special thank you to our Book 
Fair Committee (Jessica Rosenbloom, Jennifer 
Byrnes, Lillian Vega, Kristen Donohue, and Nicole 
Rizzi), all of our wonderful parent volunteers, and to 
Mr. Monacelli, Mrs. Lawrence and Mr. Alex for 
their continuous help and support. 








 


 


B-Line News     
 
 
 
 
Busy Bee Scrip Program-  March orders will be 
placed on March 14th, in time for Family Night, 
which is scheduled for March 26th.  If you need 
an order form or have any questions, please 
contact Kate Curren at 
katefullercurren@gmail.com or 973-857-8663. 
 
 
Shoparoo- Do you shop at Costco or BJs?  Do 
you shop at CVS or Target?  And everyone 
grocery shops...so why not participate in 
Shoparoo. All you need to do is take a picture of 
your grocery receipts with the Shoparoo app 
made for your smartphone or iPad. It doesn’t 
matter what you buy- every receipt submitted 
from a grocer, super center, club store, dollar 
store, drugstore, convenience mart or pet supply 
store results in a donation to our school! So, what 
are you waiting for? Simply download the free 
app from the Apple App Store or the Google Play 
Store by searching ‘shoparoo’ and then select our 
school as your chosen cause. Since there is no 
limit to how much money we can raise with 
Shoparoo, be sure to invite your friends and 
neighbors to join in- every receipt counts! 
 
 
 


 


Principal:  Dr. Anthony Lanzo SCA Co-Presidents: Antonia Castner & Alice Poueymirou 


Dates to 
Remember… 


Sat., 3/1-   Pre-Kindergarten Workshop 10am 
 
Mon., 3/3-  Read Across America Week  


       SCA Meeting 7pm 
          
Tues., 3/4-   SCA Pasta Lunch 
 
Thurs., 3/6-   SCA Pizza Lunch 
 
Mon., 3/10-   Kindergarten Trip- Imagine That! 
 
Tues., 3/11-   Verona Schools Special Election 


         7am to 9pm 
         Author Visit- Gordon Korman 1pm 


 
Thurs., 3/13-   SCA Mexican Lunch 
   
Fri., 3/14-   12:30 Dismissal  
        Half Day Snack 
 
Thurs., 3/20-   SCA Pizza Lunch 
 
Tues., 3/25-   B-Line Articles Due 
 
Wed., 3/26-   Verona Family Night 
            4th Grade Trip- Sterling Mine 
 
Thurs., 3/27-   SCA Chicken Lunch 
             Incoming Kindergarten Parent Orientation  


            7pm 
 
 
 


Pomptonian Lunch Dates 
Pomptonian will be serving lunches on 
the following dates:  March 3, 5, 7, 10, 11, 
12, 17, 18, 19, 21, 24, 25, 26, 28 and 31. 
Please remember all 
lunches must be preordered. 


Contact Us 


B-Line Editor:  Valerie Balogh 


Email:  jayb41@verizon.net 
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October 2013 F.N. Brown School- Home of the Bees 


 


And A Special Thank You Goes to… 
 


*The Valentine’s Day Project 
Committee!  


 


A big thank you to Heidi Dunphy, Carli Crinion and Traci Dunn.  
You did a fabulous job organizing the Valentine’s Day Project.  


 


We’re sure the recipients were thrilled to receive the beautiful 
cards our F. N. Brown children created for them. 


 


 


 
 


March 
 


Isabella McMillan, Ava Marchetta,  
Molly McCabe, Maile O’Neill, Wyatt Coyle, 


Dominic Houck, Nicholas Testa,  
Sabine Matta, Addisyn Garthwaite, 


Augustine Stocker, Jeremy Williams, 
James Piccirillo, Thomas Sabo,  


Dominick Latino, Andrew Trapani,  
Jaye Auriemma,  


Mia Viganola 
 
 


F.N. BROWN – THE BEST 
SCHOOL IN TOWN! 


More B-Line News 
Note from the Treasurer - For those 
submitting expenses for various programs, 
please place your receipts in an envelope 
along with your name and a short explanation 
of the expense. All reimbursement checks will 
be returned to the SCA mailbox in the main 
office within 24-48 hours.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Dawn Mulligan,  
jifclaims@comcast.net.  
 
Oliver's Labels- With the warmer weather 
approaching and layers of clothes needed, 
Oliver's Labels are the practical way to 
identify all your family's belongings. The 
labels are waterproof and tags are made of 
high-performance, scuff-proof materials and 
are dishwasher, microwave and washer/dryer 
safe. Customize and preview your labels 
instantly with your name and choice of over 
70 colorful designs!  Visit 
www.oliverslabels.com/fnbrown today! F.N. 
Brown receives 20% of all purchases. 
 


 
 


Box Tops for Education 
Please remember to send in 
your box tops!  We earn 10 
cents for FN Brown for 
each box top that’s 
collected.  Just clip, save 
and send them in.  Thanks! 
 


Tae Kwon Do & Yoga –  Thanks to the  
F. N. Brown SCA for sponsoring our Tae 
Kwon Do and Yoga programs at recess.  
Yoga wrapped up in February and the 
final Tae Kwon Do class will take place 
on March 3rd.   Hopefully the weather will 
cooperate and we can get outside again 
soon. 







FREDERIC N. BROWN SCHOOL                                     125 GROVE AVENUE 
                       VERONA, NEW JERSEY  07044                                             TELEPHONE: (973) 571-6753   FAX: (973) 571-6769                             
            Anthony V. Lanzo, Ed.D. 
                                              Principal                    
 
March 1, 2014 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
 
Welcome to March!  “Spring is around the corner” is a phrase that most are very happy to hear as winter 
closes. We are “busy bees” at FNB.  Please note the following March highlights.  
 
Read Across America – March 2nd  
Read Across America is approaching!  This is a special day to honor the work of Dr. Seuss and it 
promotes the importance of reading.  We will be celebrating on Monday, March 3rd  – Wednesday, March 
5th . I was very excited to approve these activities that were developed by Mrs. Walker with input from the 
teachers.   
 
Monday, March 3rd  
We will have an assembly on Monday, March 3rd at 8:45 AM in the auditorium.  Please feel free to join us. 
 Students will take a “Reader’s Oath” at our assembly.  We will also have preselected fourth grade 
students read aloud various facts about Dr. Seuss.  The staff will join me in a round robin reading of the 
Dr. Seuss classic “The Cat in the Hat”.  Mrs. Szybist will lead us in the song “Green Eggs and Ham”.  We 
will also have two D.E.A.R. (Drop Everything and Read) sessions during the day. Everyone will be 
prepared to read a book for pleasure when the announcements are made. We will conclude our day with 
an all school sing along of “Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss!”   
 
Tuesday, March 5th 
We have various guest readers joining us throughout the day.  The list of guest readers includes the 
following Verona staff members: 


• Mr. Steven Forte, Superintendent of Schools 
• Mr. Charlie Miller, Director of Curriculum  
• Mr. Howard Freund, HBW Assistant Principal 
• Mr. David Galbierczyk, VHS Assistant Principal  
• Mrs. Libby Skinner, Director of Special Services  
• Ms. Yvette McNeal, HBW Principal 
• Mrs. Jennifer Kleinknecht, HBW Media Specialist  


 
 
Wednesday, March 6th 
We will have “Class Reading Buddies”.  Classes will buddy up to read favorite stories with a 
partner or small group.   
 
 
 
Please note the following Dr. Seuss Dress Up Days: 







! Monday, March 3rd:      
Fox in Socks Day:  Wear “crazy” socks. 


! Tuesday, March 4th:  
Green Eggs and Ham Day:  Wear green.  


! Wednesday, March 5th:  
Oh the Places You’ll Go Day: Wear a college sweatshirt/t-shirt or a special destination shirt.  


 
 
Developmental Reading Assessment  
The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA 2) will be administered to all K-4 students by the 
classroom teachers during the month of March.  The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA 2) is 
a quick, accurate, research-based assessment that helps teachers target instruction for student 
success. The research-based and validated Developmental Reading Assessment by Joetta Beaver 
and classroom teachers assists teachers with pinpointing students' strengths and abilities as readers 
in a quick, one-on-one conference.  The results of the assessment are used by teachers while 
developing future lesson plans for whole group, small group and one on one instruction.  Classroom 
teachers are released from the classroom for one full school day in order to conduct the assessment. 
The assessment takes place in a quiet location in the building.  Substitute teachers are secured to 
cover the individual classrooms while the teachers conduct the assessment.  
 
Friday Folder 
Please remember to check the district “Friday Folder” on the district website 
(www.veronaschools.org).  This folder contains district and/or building announcements posted by the 
Superintendent’s office.  
 
Pre-K Registration 
Please remind neighbors, friends and relatives that live in the FNB community to register their 
child(ren) for kindergarten 2014 as soon as possible. 


 
Pomptonian Lunch 
Please note that Pomptonian is no longer accepting late lunch orders.  Please review the monthly 
due date and plan accordingly. Late lunch orders will be returned.   
 
Thank you for your support! Happy spring!  
 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Anthony Lanzo  
 
 
Anthony Lanzo         







 


March 2014 ~ Message from 
F.N. Brown SCA President 


 
Dear F.N. Brown Families ~ 
 


Think Spring! Budding flowers and warmer temperatures are right around the corner and 
we would like to extend a thank you to all of our executive board, committee members, 
class parents and other volunteers who always help out when needed.  We value the effort 
our F.N. Brown community takes in making our school a better place for our sprouting 
children to grow and learn.  Thank you all for taking time out of your busy life to volunteer 
time and support SCA activities.  
 


We hope the students enjoyed the Tae Kwon Do and the Yoga program for indoor days 
during the last few winter months. The SCA thanks the staff at Talium of Cedar Grove and 
Grace Dance & Yoga of Verona. 
 


The lunch program volunteers, library, technology and art volunteers, class parents, and 
Wednesday packet assembly volunteers have worked hard all winter to keep things running 
smoothly. We have another upcoming Author Visit with Gordon Korman scheduled in 
March and the BMX crew will be here this Spring as well for another fun filled assembly. 
 
Please mark your calendars for a great Mom’s night out at Pinot’s Palette on April 25th.  
Twenty percent of the proceeds from this event will be donated to the F.N. Brown SCA and 
it will be a fun night of painting and Spring socializing after a winter full of snow. 
 
Thank you for all of the Pennies for Patients donations – we all raised close to $500 for the 
Lymphoma/Leukemia Society. Special thanks to Ms. Passage, Mrs. Brancato and Dr. 
Lanzo for organizing. 
 
Another easy way to support the school through the SCA is by participating in the Busy Bee 
Bucks program.  There are a wide variety of cards like Target, Dunkin Donuts or Whole 
Foods to choose from and a recent addition is the Fairway Market Gift Card.  Shoparoo 
and Box Tops are also great ways to contribute at no cost.  Thanks! 
 


The Nominating Committee will be distributing information regarding positions for next 
year. Joining a committee is a positive way to experience your child in their school 
community. All of the students at F.N. Brown benefit from the events, activities and 
fundraising work that is run by the SCA. Volunteers are vital to keep the programs in place 
and running during the next school year.  Without volunteer support from parents, there 
could be no SCA lunch program, special assemblies, Fun Fair, Bingo Night, Book Fair, or 
fundraising for events like Fourth Grade Farewell and so on… there are so many benefits 
that our children enjoy – please consider joining a committee to help the process. 
 


Happy St. Patrick’s Day and Happy Spring ! 
 
Antonia Castner and Alice Poueymirou 
SCA Co-Presidents 







 
ACTIVITIES AT F.N. BROWN SCHOOL 
 
 
KINDERGARTEN – CATHERINE ORSINI, MARIA PERRI & MICHELE STARANKA 
 


We started off February with Groundhog’s Day and boy was that groundhog right!  The end of 
winter is nowhere in sight!  Although February is the shortest month and we spent our share of days 
snowed in; we were very busy in our Kindergarten classrooms!   
 We celebrated the 100th day of school with many fun activities!  Our students made hats, crowns, 
belts and banners to show that they are 100 days smarter.  We counted to 100 many different ways, drew 
100 shapes, made a pizza with 100 toppings, walked 100 steps, and many other fun 100 things!   
 The students joined F.N. Brown for their One School,  One Book activity!  They read along at 
home with their families and even listened in school while pretending they were on the beach!  We 
collected lots of money in Kindergarten for a great cause, Alex’s Lemonade Stand!  We even got to meet 
the author of the story, The Lemonade War!  She shared some of her other stories with us and even some 
tips about writing!  Thanks to Mrs. Walker and our SCA for making this possible.  It was a lot of fun for 
everyone! 
 Valentine’s Day was celebrated by making mailboxes and delivering Valentines to all of our 
classmates and teachers.  It was a special day to show how much we care about each other.   
 In Math, we are learning to add and subtract.  The students have learned vocabulary such as, plus, 
minus, joining and taking away.   Try to practice adding and subtracting at home with real life situations! 
 The students are making great progress in reading and writing!  Continue to work on reading and 
sight words at home in order to help them improve. 
 
FIRST GRADE –ANNA COLLINS & ERICA MC KENNA 
  


With February came a love for learning in First grade!  The First graders were very busy with 
Groundhog’s Day, Valentine’s Day, the 100th Day of School, and learning about Abraham Lincoln and 
George Washington.  Wow, what a month!! 
           In Math, the students have finished topic nine in which they learned how to compare and order 
numbers to 100.  They learned how to use a hundreds chart, to look at the tens and ones in a two-digit 
number and put them in order from least to greatest and vice versa, as well as used a number window to 
locate 10 more, 10 less, 1 more, and 1 less.   
 In Social Studies, the first graders learned about our first president, George Washington and our 
sixteenth president, Abraham Lincoln.  They discussed the similarities and differences of the two 
presidents by using a Venn Diagram.  The first graders also enjoyed watching videos about the presidents 
on Brain Pop Jr. as well as taking the online quiz!  They had an opportunity to listen to some great 
biographies and other Non-Fiction stories about these two presidents.  Ask your child about some of the 
fun facts they learned about Washington and Lincoln, you will be amazed at what they learned!   
 In Reading, the first graders have been hard at work during reading workshop.  They have been 
reading either independently, with a partner, or as a whole group and then they are responsible for 
responding to the story by writing two sentences or more.  Please remember to read to or with your child 
every night for at least 15 minutes.  We can’t express enough how truly important that is as they grow as 
readers.  Also remember to ask questions before, during, and after reading.  Comprehension is key! 
 In Science, Mrs. Collins’ children had an opportunity to choose their favorite season of the year 
and dress a person to match this season.  They also had to do a writing piece which supported why they 
chose this one season.  In Mrs. McKenna’s class the students each made seasons of the year window 
frame showing all four seasons.  They too chose their favorite season to write about.  This was a great 
culminating activity for the science unit on Seasons. 
     Please continue to use math in practical ways at home as well as listen to your child read as often as 
possible!  Now that The Lemonade War is complete, please continue to read to your child’s Baggie Book 
nightly. Thank you! 







 
SECOND GRADE –  MARIA GRAZIANO,  NANCY HISCANO & LAURA QUINN 
 


After a long and snowy winter we will be so happy to welcome spring this month! One School, 
One Book was such a huge success and now we are excited to celebrate Dr. Seuess’s birthday and Read 
Across America week. We will be kicking off this event with an all-school assembly and we will 
participate in different dress up days. We will also be participating in reading activities with other classes 
in the school. We will learn about Dr. Seuss and read many of his books in class. This will all be a nice 
introduction to the show that we will be seeing at the end on April, Seussical the Musical.  


In Reading Workshop, we have started a new unit called Communities. We will explore literature 
focused on rural, urban, and suburban life. This ties in nicely with our Social Studies unit on 
Communities which we will be exploring soon.  Please continue to read your “just right” books each night 
at home. This will help improve fluency and stamina.  


In Math, we are beginning a topic on three digit addition and subtraction. We will revisit 
regrouping and solving problems in the expanded form. Continue practicing basic facts at home as it will 
be important to master these skills as the math curriculum becomes more challenging. Be sure to spend 
time reviewing the word problems on daily homework sheets since this is an area that many of us are 
trying to improve.  


In Writing, we are exploring persuasive writing and will be working on different forms of this 
style, such as book (and other types of) reviews and travel brochures. We continue to practice the good 
writing skills of sentence structure, content, detail, and mechanics. 


The classes have been sharing their home-school connections based on Conflict Resolution. We 
are having fun as we learn about I Messages, Reflective and Active Listening, and Cooling Off Strategies 
through lessons taught in class. We will also practice and role play scenarios with our Fourth Grade Peace 
Pals. 
 
THIRD GRADE –  MEGAN PELLEGRINO & KAREN SABATINO 
 


With the snow finally thawing out and the sun beginning to shine third grade at F.N. Brown is 
certainly looking a lot like a perfectly dug out garden.  The seeds that were planted in early 
September/October are beginning to bloom into beautifully colorful flowers.  The students have grown so 
much over the past few months and are certainly looking like mature, knowledgeable and responsible 
students. 
 In the month of March, the students finished their personal essays with a celebration of their 
wonderful writings.  Students finished creating book reviews, reflecting on stories and novels through our 
writer’s workshop unit literary essays.  They had a choice to write a book review or a persuasive letter.  
Through writing they learned how to analyze a story and write a book review including a brief summary, 
the theme, a personal life connection to the story, an “I wonder” moment of the story and who they 
recommend this story to and why.  For persuasive letter writing, the students were introduced to this 
writing using the book, I wanna Iguana.  Topics for persuasive letters were discussed and students 
composed convincing persuasive letters.  All classes are now working on honing their writer’s craft in the 
wonderful world of fiction writing.  After our author’s visit with Jaqueline Davies the students were 
thoroughly excited to begin creating descriptive characters, conflict and rising conflict, the climax and 
then a strong ending.    
 In reader’s workshop the students are working collaboratively within their guided reading groups.  
Each group has a book that they are reading as a “book talk” or “book group”.  The students are utilizing 
the skills and concepts that they learned in the beginning of reading workshop to hold discussions of their 
thinking as they read the book together.  Each group is meeting with the teacher throughout the week to 
discuss their findings, share their insight and make inferences going forward in the book.  All students 
focused this month on providing evidence from the text to support their thinking as they read.  As always, 
students thoroughly enjoyed Read across America activities in the beginning of March.  
 







 In Math, students have been focusing on division concepts and meanings as well as learning about 
fractions.  Students were able to use repeated subtraction as a strategy on how to divide as well as locating 
fractions on a number line.  
     In Science, the third graders enjoyed their first field trip to The Scientific Circus at The South 
Orange Performing Arts Center.  The students were introduced to Mr. Fish and Trent his mime assistant.  
They learned many fundamental scientific concepts such as:  gravity, the center of gravity, the speed of 
sound and light, centripetal force as well as force and friction.  This led wonderfully into the introduction 
of our unit on Force and Motion.   
 In Social Studies, both classes focused on immigration.  Through several wonderful picture books, 
the students have been able to make connections, inferences and travel to a time period of life in a foreign 
country and the struggles people had immigrating to America.  The students were also learning about 
children who have immigrated recently to America and the immigration process years ago.  This led into 
our unit study of the Titanic.  The students learned about their own ancestors and when they immigrated 
to America through an at home project with their familes!  
 We hope that all FN Brown Families are as ready for the sun and warm weather as we are!!!  
 
FOURTH GRADE – MARY ANN FORCE & LOU WAIBEL 
 


Fourth graders are continuing our essay unit in writing.  Students have been publishing essays on 
various topics utilizing persuasive language to influence the reader’s opinion.  They have incorporated 
exact details and examples to support their main idea, or thesis statement.  Students enjoyed celebrating 
their writing with classmates.   
 The fourth graders are also continuing our non-fiction study in Reader’s Workshop.  Through texts 
they have practiced identifying text features and structure.  They have learned how features, such as 
captions or headings can guide their reading and deepen their understanding of non-fiction texts.   Rich 
discussions are on-going comparing and contrasting the skills required for fiction and non-fiction reading.  
We are also incorporating guided reading into our program. Guided reading enables students to practice 
strategies leading to more independent reading. Through this activity we provide a range of reading 
experiences and instruction necessary to help our students become better readers. 
 In Math students are learning about the connection between fractions and decimals.  They are 
learning that each fraction, mixed number and decimal can be associated with a unique point on the 
number line. 
             As part of our conflict resolution program we are presently highlighting reflection listening. We 
are emphasizing the reasons for good listening and what characteristics of listening we should practice. 
Students are learning that good listening helps to gain information, understand people’s feeling and know 
how someone feels. 
             In Social Studies, students are exploring patriot and loyalist views during the American 
Revolutionary time period.  We are discussing how England’s rule affected colonists’ beliefs and actions.  
Ask your child to sing you the “Revolution” song for an interesting take on American History! 
 In Science we are continuing our study of the rock cycle and how weathering and erosion help 
shape Earth’s surface and how soil is formed. Students are learning how to evaluate relationships of 
science, technology and society. 
 
TECHNOLOGY – JENNIFER HOGAN 
 


Happy Spring!  In Technology, Kindergartners have been learning how to type using Microsoft 
Word.  Students had to type the beginning letter sounds for words. They also had to try and match clip art 
pictures to the word with the correct spelling, learning phonics and how to arrange images in the process.  
For math practice, students used virtual gumballs to complete basic addition problems and had fun 
playing some online addition games.  We celebrated Valentine’s Day by using paint buckets and text 
boxes to create pictures, and we celebrated the 100th Day of school by completing online math activities 
using numbers up to 100! 


In First Grade students made wonderful “All About Me” slide shows. They learned to use 
different tools in Kid Pix and how to save, open and create transitions between slides. Students continued 







their Word editing lessons by adding correct capitalization and punctuation to sentences.  First Graders 
also brushed up on their math skills by manipulating virtual tens and ones blocks to make and add 
numbers. The Second Grade classes also worked on editing documents and worked on their grammar at 
the same time by completing noun and verb lessons.  Students learned how to research weather patterns 
online and became weather forecasters, creating their own weather reports.  Second grade is now being 
introduced to Microsoft PowerPoint and will soon begin work on their first presentations. 


During Star Lab week the third grade classes completed a Start Lab Web Quest, learning about the 
seasons, moon phases and constellations.  Fourth Grade classes learned how to enter information into 
Excel and how to make a graph using that input.  The third and fourth grade classes were introduced to 
Paint.net, a beginning graphic design program, and were able to generate pictures using multiple layers in 
their designs.  In conjunction with our EbD program, the third and fourth grade classes have completed 
projects documenting all aspects of the Hydrologic Cycle that they have learned, researched, and 
observed. These projects were presented to their peers on the Smart Board. They really did a great job! 


Finally, as part of F.N. Brown’s ongoing Character Education, all grades had “Cool School” Day!  
This is a favorite to most classes.  The students travel through a virtual school building, solving conflicts 
and earning letters, making the school a better and kinder place for all.  The link to this game can be 
found on my school website. http://www.veronaschools.org/Page/3052. 
 
LIBRARY – CORISA WALKER 
 


Thank you so much for your participation in our One School, One Book program.  I hope that you 
enjoyed reading The Lemonade War as a family.  We all loved meeting the author of the book Jacqueline 
Davies.  A very special thanks to the SCA for funding our author visits!  We are excited to have another 
author visit coming up on March 11th.  Gordon Korman, author of the Swindle series will be at F.N. 
Brown in the afternoon!   


March is always a special time in the library, as we kick-off Read Across America with a special 
assembly, Dr. Seuss themed dress-up days, guest reader’s and Reading Buddies.  We will also be reading 
lots of Dr. Seuss’ books.  March also brings “March Madness” for poetry.  Students will be filling out 
brackets and their chosen poems will “play” each other until a winner is determined.  It is great fun! 
Thanks to all of the parent volunteers for your time and service!   
 
VOCAL MUSIC 
 


Although it’s hard to imagine that Spring is just around the corner, the music department 
continues to look toward the busy spring performance schedule ahead.  We are planning for many spring 
and all district concerts, as well as a variety of school events and assemblies. 


This year the third and fourth grade vocal students will perform their Spring Concert on Thursday, 
April 10, at 7:00 pm. Students are hard at work with preparations and we are looking forward to an 
evening filled with song…..no matter what the weather may bring. 
  I would like to request “nice” dress for the evening, no jeans, shorts or t-shirts please. A skirt/dress 
or pants and shirt/blouse would be appropriate. Also, please keep in mind that footwear should be sensible 
and appropriate. I can tell you from personal experience that flip-flops on choral risers can be disastrous.   


We are anxiously awaiting the Spring season at FN Brown and look forward to seeing you on the 
10th. 
 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
 


The instrumental students are working on new skills and learning new notes and rhythms. Our 
concert is fast approaching and we are getting excited. This is a very daunting task and the key to success 
is following through at home. A short and daily practice routine is essential in turning these concepts into 
good habits of mind in their instrumental studies. It is the daily work that is the most beneficial way for 
students to improve both more thoroughly and efficiently. At this point in the year, students should 
practice for 15 minutes a day, and it is that every day part that is crucial. A long period of time on a 
couple of days is not the same and can actually be detrimental since young students don’t have enough 







physical stamina to sustain a long, individual practice session. If there is only time for five minutes of 
practice, don’t skip thinking it isn’t enough. Five minutes then, are much better than trying to make it up 
on another day. 


There are many songs for this concert. Some are short and are the ones we use to introduce and 
develop our concepts and notes. (You should recognize “Old MacDonald”, “Skip To My Lou”, and 
“Bingo” among others). Some are full band arrangements that incorporate these elements. This is a much 
more demanding concert than the first and as such, students need to spend as much time at home working 
on this material as they can. As always, some students will be working on a solo or duet performance as 
well. This music is in addition to their other songs, and it needs to be practiced equally along with the 
band songs. 


Besides our own school concert, we also have the town-wide elementary band concert. This 
concert combines all four elementary schools into one giant band to perform on the big stage at VHS. It is 
very exciting! There may even be a special guest appearance by our own high school jazz band known as 
Verona Jazz & Beyond.  


Verona Summer Music is a terrific way for students to begin an instrument, start a second 
instrument, or improve on the instrument they already play. The entire music staff highly recommends 
students attend this program. In addition to playing every day, it’s a time when students don’t have other 
academic demands and are able to really embed the correct concepts into their musical skills. We teach all 
band instruments as well as piano, guitar, bass guitar, music theory, concert band, and choir. We 
accommodate scheduling conflicts with other town programs. For information on what is available for 
students, please visit our website: 
veronasummermusic.org. 


I look forward to seeing you at our two performances. Remember, 15 minutes a day. 
 
ATTENTION THIRD GRADE PARENTS: 


Verona Summer Music is the best place to get started on a band instrument. Next year, many of 
your children will want to play a band instrument. Those that get started in summer, are the students that 
usually progress the farthest and the quickest during the school year. 


Since I only see them once a week during the year, that head start in summer is very beneficial. 
They meet half as many times in the summer as I will meet with them during the entire school year. And 
since it is every day, the comprehension and retention is much greater. Get more information about this 
amazing program at:   veronasummermusic.org. 
 
 
 
 
 







