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F E B R U A R Y  2 6 ,  2 0 1 4  


 Office of Curriculum & Instruction 
MISSION STATEMENT 


“The mission of the Verona Public Schools, the center of an engaged and supportive community, is to empower 
students to achieve their potential as active learners and productive citizens through rigorous curricula and 


meaningful, enriching experiences.” 


Verona Public Schools Improve under ESEA


 The New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) recently released the 2013 


district and school participation and performance reports under the Elementary and 


Secondary Education Act (ESEA).  The Verona Public Schools met their participation 


and performance goals in Language Arts Literacy (LAL) in all categories except one, 


students with disabilities.  Slightly more than half (53.3%) of the students with 


disabilities passed the New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge (NJASK) and 


High School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA).  The performance target required to 


meet was 64.2%.  In order to increase student proficiency, an action plan will be 


collaboratively developed with the teachers, supervisors, administrators, and district 


leadership that will target student areas of need and will be delivered through 


curriculum, instruction, and assessment.     


 Two years ago, in the spring of 2012, the district did not meet two LAL 


performance goals for two subgroups (Schoolwide and White).  Using its action plan 


and targeted instruction, the spring LAL 2013 subgroup scores increased from 84.3% 


to 86.4% and 84.9% to 87.4% respectively. 


 For the mathematics NJASK and HSPA results over the last two years, the 


school district has achieved its participation and performance targets.  Moreover, the 


proficiency scores from 2012 to 2013 increased in four out of the five categories 


(Schoolwide, White, Asian, and Students with Disabilities).  This is a direct result of 


collaborative curriculum planning, effective instruction and assessment, active and 


motivated students, and strong parental support!      








 


 


 


 


Dear Educators,  


As a leading community agency for over a century, the Y of Montclair has positively 
impacted the lives of individuals and families through programs that focus on Youth 
Development, Healthy Living and Social Responsibility. 


We would like to invite you to join our team this summer and help us jump start a new, 
innovative enrichment program for youth from our surrounding communities. 


Educators, instructors and individually experienced persons are encouraged to share 
their skills set, expertise and creative ideas in ways that are exciting, new and 
invigorating to a captive audience of youth entering grades 1st through 6th this fall. 


Each instructor will be matched with the age group they feel is best for their activity.  
Lessons are taught for one week, maybe 2.  They are also taught during mornings or 
afternoons in order to fit your schedule.  


You will be equipped with supplies for your activity/lessons; the appropriate space in 
which to teach it, an assistant the entire time and an on-site director to support you in 
any way needed.    


If you have a passion and the skills, come share your innovativeness with us this 
summer!  


Visit our website at www.montclairymca.org  and complete the on line application form.  
Look for the tab on the left for “dynamic and talented teachers”.  Please contact me for 
more information or to answer any of your questions. 


We look forward to hearing from you soon and hope the remainder of your school year 
is “snow day free”. 


Regards, 


 


Kimberley Griffiths 
Director: Youth, Teen and Families 
kgriffitsh@montclairymca.org 
973-415-6102 


 
YMCA of Montclair | 25 Park Street | Montclair, NJ 07042 | 973 744‐3400  


Geyer Family YMCA | 159 Glenridge Avenue | Montclair, NJ 07042 | 973 783‐7640 








Verona Public Schools                                                     
 2013-2014 Calendar 
    BOE Approved Revised Feb 25, 2014


Sept 2013 19 Days Staff & 17 Days Students February 2014 18 Days Staff & 17 Days Students


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 2 Labor Day  - CLOSED 1


8 9 10 11 12 13 14 3, 4 Staff Only 2 3 4 5 6 7 8


15 16 17 18 19 20 21 5 Rosh Hashanah - CLOSED 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 14, 17Winter Vacation - CLOSED


22 23 24 25 26 27 28 6 SCHOOL OPENS 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 18 4 hr session 


29 30 23 24 25 26 27 28


         October 2013 23 Days          March 2014 21 Days 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 3 4 5 1 4-6HSPA Testing


6 7 8 9 10 11 12 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 14 Professional Development


13 14 15 16 17 18 19  17  Verona Family Night 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 4 Hour Session, Students


20 21 22 23 24 25 26 31 Professional Development 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 26  Verona Family Night


27 28 29 30 31 4 Hour Session, Students 23 24 25 26 27 28 29


30 31


         November 2013 17 Days          April 2014 17 Days


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 5 Professional Development 1 2 3 4 5 15-18 Spring Vacation - CLOSED


3 4 5 6 7 8 9 4 Hour Session, Students 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 22-23 K-4 Conferences


10 11 12 13 14 15 16 7-8 NJEA Convention - CLOSED 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 4 Hour Session, K-4 Students


17 18 19 20 21 22 23 18-20    K-8 Conferences 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 28-30 K-8 Standardized Testing


24 25 26 27 28 29 30 4 Hour Session, K-8 Students 27 28 29 30  Grade 2,3,4 Inview Testing


27 4 Hour Session for All


28-29 Thanksgiving - CLOSED


         December 2013 15 Days May 2014 21 Days


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 20 4 Hour Session for All 1 2 3


8 9 10 11 12 13 14 23-31 Holiday Break - CLOSED 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


15 16 17 18 19 20 21 11 12 13 14 15 16 17


22 23 24 25 26 27 28 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 26 Memorial Day - CLOSED


29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1-16 K-8 Standardized Testing


         January 2014 June 2014 15 Days


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 6 4 hour session students- staff training


16  4 Hour Session, VHS Students


1 2 3 4 1 Holiday Break - CLOSED 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 17-20 4 Hour Sessions, Students


5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 SCHOOLS REOPEN 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 16, 17, 18 VHS Final Exams


12 13 14 15 16 17 18 20 MLK Day - CLOSED 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 20 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL


19 20 21 22 23 24 25 22-24 VHS Midterm Exams 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 VHS Graduation


26 27 28 29 30 31 23-24 4 Hour Sessions, VHS Students 29 30 Last Day for Teachers


184 Days Students/187 Days Staff


MARKING PERIODS END REPORT CARD DATES CONFERENCE DATES


Nov. 12, Jan. 30, Apr. 8, June 20  Nov. 15 , Feb. 4, Apr. 11, June 20 Elem - Nov. 18, 19, 20*, Apr. 22, 23     


HBW - Nov. 18, 19, 20*


*evening conferences


**** IF # OF SNOW DAYS USED EXCEEDS 4 ALLOTTED, DAYS WILL BE TAKEN FROM APRIL 15, 16, 17 in that order.  


21 Days








IT’S ALL 
ABOUT ME


Tuesday - Friday
10am - 2pm


ALL CUT & COLOR SERVICE
10% OFF


a portion of the proceeds will be 
donated to the Verona Schools


Welcome Verona School parents!








2 Last Name (Type or Print) Suffix (Jr., Sr., III)First Name (Type or Print) Middle Name or Initial


3


Address at which you are registered to vote


Apt.


Municipality (City/Town) State Zip


5 6


1


Date of Birth Day Time Phone Number


General (November)     Primary        Municipal        School*        Fire (February)


Special _______________ To be held on ______________


I hereby apply for a Mail-In Ballot for the: (CHECK ONLY ONE)


8 Signature Please sign your name as it appears in the Poll Book.


XXXXX ______________________________ 9
Today’s Date


10 I wish to receive a Mail-In Ballot for all elections to be held during the REMAINDER OF THIS CALENDAR YEAR.


I wish to receive a Mail-In Ballot in ALL FUTURE NOVEMBER GENERAL ELECTIONS, until I request otherwise.


Voter Options to Automatically Receive Ballots in Future Elections
You may choose either option, both options, or none of the options.  YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO CHOOSE AN OPTION.
If you do not choose any option, you will only be sent the ballot for the election you chose in Section 1.


A
B


Assistor
Any person providing assistance to the voter in completing this application must complete this section.


11
Address Apt. Municipality (City/Town) State Zip


12


Authorized Messenger


Name of Assistor (Type or Print) DateSignature of Assistor


Any voter may apply for a Mail-In Ballot by Authorized Messenger. Messenger shall be a family member or a registered voter of this
County. No Authorized Messenger can (1) be a Candidate in the election for which the voter is requesting a Mail-In Ballot or (2)
serve as messenger for more than TEN qualified voters per election.


I designate ____________________________________________ to be my Authorized Messenger.


Signature of Voter


XXXXX


Authorized Messenger must sign application and show photo
ID in the presence of the County Clerk or County Clerk designee.


XXXXX _____________________________________________


Please type or print clearly in ink. All information required unless marked optional.


*****Please Note: Your ballot can only be sent to the mailing address supplied on this application; if your address changes, you must notify the County Clerk in writing.


/       /


/           /


/       /


/       /


/           /


Specify Date


Print Name of Authorized Messenger


Date


OFFICE USE ONLY


Voter Reg # ____________________________


Muni Code #_______   Party _______________


Ward __________  District ________________


OPTIONAL - ONLY COMPLETE SECTIONS 10 THROUGH 12 IF APPLICABLE


(         ) 7 E-Mail Address (Optional)


*****
*****


Mail my ballot to
the following address:


4
Please include


any
PO Box, RD#,


State/Province,
 Zip/Postal Code


& Country
(if outside US)


Same Address as Section 3


DateSignature of Messenger
XXXXX /       /


Address of Messenger Apt. Municipality (City/Town) State Zip


“I do hereby certify that I will deliver the Mail-In Ballot directly to
the voter and no other person, under penalty of law.”


STOP


Date of Birth


/       /


Street Address or RD#


Check if you are:
SPECIAL STATUS


* By applying for the April
Annual School Election,
you will receive a Mail-In
Ballot for all Special School
Elections until the next
Annual School Election.


Active Duty Military Voter
Overseas Voter
None of the Above


AAAAAPPLICAPPLICAPPLICAPPLICAPPLICATIONTIONTIONTIONTION F F F F FOROROROROR VOTE BY MAIL B B B B BALLALLALLALLALLOOOOOTTTTT







APPLICATION FOR VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT


JOSEPH RIPA CLERK
OFFICE OF THE CAMDEN COUNTY CLERK
ELECTION DIVISION
PO BOX 150
CAMDEN NJ  08101-0150


PLACE


POSTAGE


HERE


BEFORE


MAILING


Name


Street Address


City, State, Zip Code


_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________


W
ARNING


This application m
ust be received by the


County Clerk not later than 7 days prior to the
election, unless you apply in person or via an
authorized m


essenger during County Clerk’s
office hours, but no later than 3 P.M


. the day
prior to the election.
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TETE TETETE
   A voter m


ay apply for a M
ail-In Ballot by m


ail up to 7 days prior
to the election. He or she may also apply in person to the County
Clerk until 3 P.M


. the day before the election.
   Note also that voters have an option of indicating on an
application for a M


ail-In Ballot that they would prefer to receive
a ballot for each election that takes place during the rem


ainder
of the calendar year.
   Voters also now have an option of autom


atically receiving a
M


ail-In Ballot for each General Election. If such voter no longer
wants this option, the County Clerk’s office m


ust be notified in
writing.
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1. You m
ust be a registered voter in order to apply for a M


ail-In
Ballot.


2. Once you apply for a M
ail-In Ballot, you will not be perm


itted
to vote by machine at your polling place in the same election.


3. You will receive instructions with your ballot.
4. Your M


ail-In Ballot m
ust be received by the County Board of


Election before close of polls on Election Day.
5. Do not submit more than one application for the same election.
6. You m


ust apply for a M
ail-In Ballot for each election, unless


you designate otherwise under “Voter Options.”
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·· ··· Fill out application.
·· ··· Print and sign your nam


e where indicated.
·· ···Mail orDeliverapplication to the County Clerk.


Hand deliver to:
    Office of the County Clerk, Election Division,
     County Adm


inistration Building
     600 M


arket Street, Suite 316, Cam
den NJ


08102
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DO NOT FAX OR E-MAIL
Unless you are a Military or Overseas Voter
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The Honorable Christopher J. Durkin
P.O. Box 690
Newark, NJ  07101-0690


C
hristopher J. D


urkin
Essex C


ounty C
lerk








     Verona Public Schools, Office of the Superintendent 
121 Fairview Avenue                  Verona, New Jersey 07044 
PHONE 973-571-2029                   FAX 973-571-6779 
Steven A. Forte sforte@veronaschools.org Cheryl Nardino 
Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
www.veronaschools.org 
 
 
 
The mission of the Verona Public Schools, the center of an engaged and supportive community, is to 
empower students to achieve their potential as active learners and productive citizens through rigorous 
curricula and meaningful, enriching experiences. 
 
 
To:   All Parents, Guardians, Students and Staff  
From:  Steven Forte 
Date:  February 26, 2014 
Re:  Calendar adjustments 2013-14 
 
 
 
This has been an extraordinary winter to say the least and we truly appreciate 
everyone’s flexibility in making up days. At this point we are one day short and will need 
to operate a full day for students and staff on Monday April 14, 2014. If additional days 
are required April 15, 16, 17 will be used as make up days.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns please contact me sforte@veronaschools.org  
 
 
 
 













Please join C.H.I.L.D and Verona Schools’ Special Services Department 
for our upcoming screening of 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 


Thursday, March 13, 2014 
(Snow date—Thursday, March 20th) 


 


F.N. Brown Elementary School Auditorium 
125 Grove, Avenue, Verona, NJ 


 


Registration—6:30 PM 
Movie screening—7:00 PM 


Student/Teacher Panel 
Q & R Session: 8:00 PM 


 


This highly acclaimed movie, created in conjunction with the Yale Center for Dyslexia, 
provides insight into the mysteries, difficulties and gifts of dyslexia. After the showing, there 
will be a question and answer session with a panel of Verona teachers, as well as students, 
ranging from grades 5 through 11, who will share their personal experience discovering their 
strengths in the midst of their struggles with this hidden disability. Speech and language 
expert, Jeanne Tighe, CCC-SLP, of Beyond Communication, LLC, will moderate the panel. 
This will be an opportunity for teachers, parents and students to learn more about dyslexia, 
and educators will receive professional development credit hours for this valuable workshop.   
 


Refreshments will be provided, courtesy of the Junior Woman’s Club of Verona, I AM Possible Dyslexia 
Awareness bracelets will be available for purchase—a portion of the proceeds will be donated to C.H.I.L.D., and 
representatives from Learning Ally—a provider of audio books making reading accessible for all—will be on site. 


 
Please RSVP, via email, to childverona@gmail.com 








Care Packets 
for Children’s 


Hospital 
Help	Verona	Girl	Scout	Troop	20341	by	donating	items	for	The	
Goryeb	Children’s	Hospital	Valerie	Fund	Center	and	in‐patient	unit.	


 


 


Goal: To provide Care Packets for children undergoing cancer treatment and those in 
the in-patient care unit. Care Packets can comfort children and bring a smile to their 
face. 


How you can help:  Donate any of the following items: lip balm, small toy, hand 
sanitizer, coloring books, journals, decorative pens/pencils, crayons/markers, 
small water bottle, lavender sachet, small snacks (gummies, pretzels). You can 
also purchase a small toy at The Learning Express in Verona. They graciously agreed 
to have a donation bin available for your purchase(s).  


Where: There will be bins at Laning Avenue School and 6 Hillcrest Terrace (on the 
enclosed front porch).  Also, as mentioned above, you can purchase a small toy at The 
Learning Express and they will put it in our designated bin. 


When: February 25th – March 21st. 


Please contact Rosa Nunez (rossie2b@aol.com) or Kristin Shea (kristin.shea@comcast.net) with any questions. 








    Verona Public Schools, Office of the Superintendent 
121 Fairview Avenue                  Verona, New Jersey 07044 
PHONE 973-571-2029                   FAX 973-571-6779 
Steven A. Forte sforte@veronaschools.org Cheryl Nardino 
Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
www.veronaschools.org 


Upcoming Events 


Date:   February 28, 2014   


 
 
DISTRICT   


     Board of Education meeting agendas are posted the Monday prior to the meeting on the site below: 


http://www.veronaschools.org/BOEAgenda       
Videos of the Board of Education Meetings can be found by clicking the  link below: 


    http://www.veronaschools.org/boevideos 
 
Mar. 1 (Sat.)       Referendum meeting                                                                                   10:00 a.m.      Laning Media Ctr. 
Mar. 5 (Wed.)           Referendum meeting             7:00 p.m.       HBW Auditorium 
Mar. 11 (Tues.)         Referendum Vote                                        Polls Open 7:00 a.m – 9:00 p.m 
     


Events to benefit the Verona Schools (see Friday Folder for more information) 
 
        Robert Anthony Salon: 10% off for clients, 10% donation to schools  


(must mention when booking appointment) 
 
VHS 


Mar. 3        VSEAA               8:00 p.m.     Library  
Mar. 4        HSPA Testing 
Mar. 5        HSPA Testing 
Mar. 6        HSPA Testing 
Mar. 6        Musical SHREK            7:30 p.m. 
Mar. 7        Musical SHREK            7:30 p.m. 
Mar. 8        Musical SHREK            7:30 p.m. 
Mar. 8        Musical SHREK (only used for a snow makeup)    2:00 p.m. 
 
HBW 


Mar. 5     All Clubs are Canceled 
Mar. 5     Referendum Presentation           7:00 pm       Auditorium 


SCA Meeting Immediately Following Referendum Presentation            Auditorium 
Mar. 7     Skylab in the Auditorium – 8th Grade Students 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







BROOKDALE 


Mar. 3                       Book Fair 
Mar. 4                       4TH  Grade Field Trip 
                                  Tae Kwon Do (11:45) 


     Cookies and Milk with a Good Book 
     Book sales               6:30 p.m.     Cafeteria  
     Teacher readings             7:00 p.m.     Media Center  


Mar. 5                      Book Fair 
                                  Donuts with Dads AM 
                                  Yoga               11:45 a.m. 
                                  Astro Nova               2:45 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. 
Mar. 6                      Astro Nova               2:45 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. 
Mar. 7                      Adult Social, Avenue Bistro           8:00 pm 
 
F N BROWN 


Mar. 1      Pre‐Kindergarten Workshop 
 
FOREST 
Mar. 1     Pre‐K Workshop             10:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. 
Mar. 3 – 5   Scholastic Bookfair 
Mar. 4     Enrichment Cluster 
Mar. 6     Incoming Kindergarten Parent Orientation       7:00 pm 
 
LANING 


Mar. 3 – 6    Laning Kids Help the Hungry 
Mar. 3 – 7    Read Across American Week  
 








 
 


   


 


 


 


 


January Edition 


Welcome to the third issue of  


EbD News, (Grades 3 and 4), 


Verona’s STEM Elementary 


Engineering newsletter. This 


month, the engineering 


students are modeling water, 


or Hydrologic Cycle systems. 


They are exploring natural 


patterns of evaporation, 


condensation, precipitation, 


accumulation and infiltration. 


Scientists must understand 


how water is naturally 


transported across the Earth. 


Engineers design systems and 


products to treat 


contaminated water. 


Engineers design and 


construct models. This 


problem‐solving process  


that I wanted to be an engineer. Now I 


have the vocabulary to understand why I 


want to be an engineer.”  


Yo Yo Ma, the famous cellist, was asked 


why he thought that it was important to 


gather musicians from around the world 


in order to create a traveling ensemble. 


He responded, “Collaboration, flexibility, 


imagination and innovation represents 


the critical skill set of the 21st century.” 


   


EbD…. problem solving for the 21st 


century! 


 


                                    Dr. Larry “Doc” Siegel 


facilitates product development that 


creates water treatment systems to 


meet humanities’ needs and wants. 


Verona’s elementary engineers 


produced models of aquifers and 


replicated Earth’s natural sedimentary 


layers to create filtering systems in 


order to clean polluted water. 


Interestingly, fresh water aquifers lie 


under the New Jersey Pine Barrens. 


These aquifers, along with treated water 


from the Delaware River, offer access to 


clean water for thousands of southern 


New Jersey residents.   


Did you know that the “jet stream”, a 


fast moving narrow river of air in the 


upper atmosphere, is responsible for the 


water cycle? When traveling above 


Canada, it will deposit snow and ice. 


Above warm regions of the Earth, the jet 


stream will collect moisture and then 


deposit it back to ground level in the 


form of hurricanes.  


In the coming weeks, the students will 


envision and understand the global 


water cycle within an aquarium. Sand, 


soil, gravel and ice cubes will illustrate 


the processes of evaporation, 


condensation, accumulation and 


infiltration. Many third and fourth 


graders have asked me if they can 


replicate these models at home. The 


students have captured the “spirit of the 


activity” and it is certainly encouraged. 


One fourth grader exclaimed to his 


classroom teacher, “ I always thought 
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Wednesday, February 26 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Popcorn Chicken 
Thursday, February 27 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Mozzarella Sticks 
 National Chili Day 
Friday, February 28 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Cheeseburger on a Bun 
 SCRIP Distribution 
Monday, March 3 
 SCA Pasta Lunch (Don't Forget to Pack a Drink!) 
Tuesday, March 4 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – French Toast Sticks 
Wednesday, March 5 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Pizzeria Pizza 
Thursday, March 6 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Nachos Grande 
Friday, March 7 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Chicken Nuggets 


Our annual Scholastic Book Fair 
will be held on March 3–5 this year. Students will visit 


with their classes and make their wish lists.  Parents, 
you can return the wish lists with payment or come and 
shop with your child(ren). Our Book Fair will be open 
for family shopping on Tuesday, March 4, from 2:45–


8:00 P.M. We will have activities, crafts, and 
refreshments from 6:00–8:00 P.M. in the Forest Ave 


School Gym. Please see the flyer for an exciting 
optional art project and prize drawing!  See you at the 


Fiesta! 
 
 


SCRIP Update! 
Our SCRIP Program has raised $4,300 so far this year 
for Forest Ave School.  With your continued support, 
we can reach our goal!  We always have extra SCRIP 
on hand ready for the next time you go grocery 
shopping.  Please contact Jeannie Caggiano at 
jeannieac@live.com for SCRIP.  Thank you! 
 
 


SCA VOLUNTEERS 2014-2015 


It is that time of year again! Time to fill the slate of 
SCA committee members for the 2014-2015 school 
year.  Please keep a look out for the volunteer sign up 
with the committee descriptions that will be sent home 
via backpack later this week.  There are plenty of 
committees for all of our Moms and Dads!!  Any 
questions please contact Kendra Zalewski at  
973-571-9355 or klzalewski@hotmail.com  
 
 
Please see the attached Engineering by Design 
Newsletter by Larry “Doc” Siegel. 
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IMPORTANT REFERENDUM 
REMINDER ! 


 


There are only 2 more bond referendum 
informational meetings scheduled before 
the March 11 voting day. Mr. Forte will 
make a brief presentation and answer 
questions. Please try to attend one of 
these meetings! 
Saturday, March 1, 2014 at 10:00 AM in 


the Laning School Media Center 
 


Wednesday March 5, 2014 at 7:00 PM in 
the HB Whitehorne Auditorium 


 
 


Thanks to the Adult Social Committee, we 
had a great event at The Avenue last Friday night!  
More than 60 Forest Avenue parents came out to 
enjoy good food, good music, and good 
conversation. It was a great way to beat the winter 
blues! Thank you to Kristen Donohue, Christine 
Osher, and Kelly Burke for organizing this event. 








     Verona Public Schools, Office of the Superintendent 
121 Fairview Avenue                  Verona, New Jersey 07044 
PHONE 973-571-2029                   FAX 973-571-6779 


Steven A. Forte sforte@veronaschools.org Cheryl Nardino 
Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
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The mission of the Verona Public Schools, the center of an engaged and supportive community, is to 
empower students to achieve their potential as active learners and productive citizens through rigorous 
curricula and meaningful, enriching experiences. 


 
 
To:  Verona Community Members 
From: Steven A. Forte 
Re: Important Referendum Presentations 


 
 


I am requesting that each family send at least one adult representative to one of the 
meetings below. This will enable you to be informed on an important referendum to 
improve the Verona Schools. 
 
 
Sunday February 23, 2014 at 5:00 PM in the Verona High School Auditorium 
 
Wednesday February 26, 2014 at 9:00 AM in the FN Brown Auditorium 
 
Saturday March 1, 2014 at 10:00 AM in the Laning School Media Center  
 
Wednesday March 5, 2014 at 7:00 PM in the HB Whitehorne Auditorium 
 
 
 
It is extremely important for Verona that you are informed about this important 
project. 
 
 
Please contact me with questions or comments; I look forward to seeing everyone. 
 
 
sforte@veronaschools.org 
 



http://www.veronaschools.org/

mailto:sforte@veronaschools.org






                                                                 


FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 


Dear Parents/Guardians:  


I know the last few months have been quite hectic as a result of the multitude of snow days and 


delayed openings. In the hopes of adding two additional snow days into the district calendar 


with the hopes of preserving our spring break, February 14, Valentine’s Day and February 18 


will be a half days for students and full days for staff.  Dismissal for students will be 12:30.   


You should have received your child’s report card.  I reviewed each and every report card and 


am very pleased with the progress the children at Laning are making!   


I am really excited about our BIG fundraiser, the Tricky Tray!  I am sure it is going to be a really 


fun night! There is still time to donate a gift!   


This year, Laning will be celebrating “READ ACROSS AMERICA WEEK” from March 3 – March 7.  


To kick off the week long festivities, the children will be attending an assembly on March 3.  


Every day of the week, the school will stop everything and read together.  In addition, some of 


the classes will be looking for “guest readers.”  Lastly, every day the children will be asked to 


wear something special each day. The schedule will be as follows: 


 Monday – Crazy Sock Day 


 Tuesday – Verona Wear Day 


 Wednesday – Crazy Hair Day 


 Thursday – Sports Day – (wear your favorite sports team) 


 Friday – Pajama Day  


Important February and March Dates to Remember: 


 February 14 – Half Day for Students – Dismissal 12:30 


 February 18 – Half Day for Students – Dismissal 12:30  


 March 3 – March 7 – READ ACROSS AMERICA WEEK  


 March 12 – LANING TRICKY TRAY  








NEW!!!! Gordon Korman Book Order Form 
The Other Books are SOLD OUT!!!   


 
 
 


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


    


UNGIFTED 


The word “gifted” has never been applied to 


Donovan Curtis. It’s usually more like, “Don’t try 


this at home.” So when the troublemaker pulls a 


major prank at his middle school, he thinks he’s 


finally gone too far. But thanks to a mix-up, instead 


of getting in trouble, Donovan is sent to the 


Academy for Scholastic Distinction, a special 


program for gifted and talented students. It isn’t 


exactly what Donovan  had intended, but there 


couldn’t be a more perfect hideout. That is, if he can 


fool his family, the teachers, the superintendent, and 


a school full of fellow students with IQs well above 


genius level.      $7 


THE HYPNOTISTS 


12-year-old Jackson Opus doesn’t know it, but he’s the 


most powerful natural hypnotist on earth. At first, Jax 


thinks his new talent is beyond awesome. How would 


you feel if you could make anybody do whatever you 


want them to? But the reality turns out to be a little 


more complicated. What will his remarkable abilities 


be used for? That’s the big question for Jax as his 


hypnotic gifts draw him into a conspiracy that has him 


racing against time to save his best friend, his parents, 


and the entire free world.     $ 9 
 







NEW!!!! Gordon Korman Book Order Form 
The Other Books are SOLD OUT!!!   


 


  Price  Qty.


Ungifted        


 


$7.00  


The Hypnotists  $9.00  


Swindle # 6: Jackpot  $9.00  


Total  $   


 


Please autograph book(s) to: ______________________________________________________ 


( Print first name above.) 


Student’s  Name_____________________________________________________ 


Homeroom Teacher__________________________________________________ 


Total # of  Books  ______          Total Amount Due  __________    


Cash __________     Checks (Made to Cash) _______ 


Due Thursday, March 6  to Mrs. Kleinknecht . 
 
 


JACKPOT: The latest SWINDLE caper! This time the team 


is on the trail of a lost winning lottery ticket – with a prize of 


$30 million! But the expiration date is fast approaching. 


They have to act fast, because in just a few days, that $30-


million-dollar jackpot will be worth exactly zero!              $9    







NEW!!!! Gordon Korman Book Order Form 
The Other Books are SOLD OUT!!!   


 








 


Verona Public Library  
presents Polka Dot 


to celebrate the  
birthday of Dr. Seuss!   


Join us for classic stories  
& lots of fun! 


Verona Public Library  


celebrates  


Read Across America 


Ron Albanese, A.K.A. 


Polka 


Dot! 
 


Saturday, March 1st 


11:00 am 


Verona Public Library 
17 Gould Street • Verona, NJ 07044 • (973) 857-4848 


www.veronalibrary.org 
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Verona Public Schools Referendum Information 
 
 
A section has been created on the Verona Public Schools website that contains 
information and will be updated regularly with Referendum Information. 
 
The website can be found at http://www.veronaschools.org/referendum 
 








 
Verona Public Schools 


 


March 11, 2014- Referendum Facts 


 


 


A. General Building Repairs and Improvements   $5,314,431 


 Exterior doors district-wide 


 Paving- FNB, VHS, Forest, HBW 


 Masonry repairs- VHS, Forest, HBW, Brookdale 


 Fire Alarms- FNB and Forest 


 Hall and Classroom Ceilings and Lighting- VHS 


 Addition to accommodate VHS Music Program 


 Gym Bleachers- VHS and Brookdale 


 


B. Technology       $889,086 


 New wired and wireless (Wi-Fi) networks district-wide 


 New- switches, cabling, phone upgrades, backup 


 New- back up power- generator  


 


C. HVAC at VHS      $3,852,580 


 Total overhaul of the original VHS heating and ventilation system  


 New- boilers, controls, vents, piping 


 


D. Security       $890,514 


 New vestibules/ visitor control at 5 schools (Laning completed in 2006) 


 Cameras (50 new cameras expandable) with recording capability district-wide 


 Proximity access system (swipe cards)  at all schools  


 New door locking mechanisms district-wide  


 Glass reinforcement district-wide  


 


E. Environmental Remediation of VHS Property   $1,888,250 


 Clean up environmental problems on the VHS property  


 Construct a retaining wall and create environmental cap 


 Add a 5th tennis court and expand parking lot- acts as cap 


 Refurbish existing tennis courts that are in disrepair 


 Create a usable space on upper field for practice and physical education 60% of land 


 Create a green space that will be landscaped and fenced off 40% of land 


 


F. VHS/Verona Community Multi-purpose Field  $3,806,994 


 Create a turf surface on lower field with 2 full soccer, LAX and football fields 


 Full sized softball and baseball fields 


 Lights, bleachers, fencing, repair existing concrete bleachers that are in disrepair 


 







 2 


 


 


 


Totals: 
 


 Total project cost     $16,641,855 


 NJDOE ROD Grant     $  2,796,855 


 Total to Verona Taxpayers    $13,845,000 


 Total per year on the average house for 20 year $176.75/year that is 48 cents/day 


 Other  


o Debt Service aid- the State has informed us that we are eligible for another type of aid called 


debt service aid. Debt Service Aid will fund the payments on this portion of the bond principal 


plus interest.  The payment for this $2,402,789 will be about $170,320/year, IF the state fully 


funds the aid each fiscal year. 


o The total amount of the project that is eligible for grants and aide is- $9,394,926 


o The bonds will be for 20 years at a projected rate of 3.65% 


o The ROD Grant and Debt Service Aid are only received if passed by the voters.  


 


Voting/ Ballot information: 


 The referendum vote will be on March 11, 2014 


 Polls are open from 7:00 AM- 9:00 PM 


 The ballot is very wordy and confusing but required by the State of NJ. The bottom line is we are asking 


the taxpayers to allow us to raise $13,845,000 ($16,641,840 minus $2,796,855) to complete the projects 


listed above. The cost to the taxpayers of Verona is $13,845,000  


 


 


 


 


Questions:  


 


Steve Forte 


973-571-2029 X 7012 


sforte@veronaschools.org 


www.veronaschools.org 
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Verona High School’s Spotlight Players Present 


Shrek the Musical March 6,7 and 8 @ 7:30 


 


 


 


Verona High School’s Spotlight Players is proud to present this year’s spring musical, Shrek. The 


musical, by David Lindsay‐Abaire and Jeanine Tesori, comes to Verona straight from Broadway. 


The show stars seniors Austin Williams as Shrek, Jill Lanese as Fiona, and Kelsey Mitchell as the 


dragon.  Juniors Gabe Riccitelli and Alex Fiedler are featured as Donkey and Lord Farquaad 


respectively.  The show is directed by Mrs. Fran Young along with Mrs. Marsha Schreier as 


musical director, Mrs. Melody Williams as choreographer and Mr. Tom Williams as set designer.  


Over 50 students are involved in the production.  The cast includes: Joe Anello, Carla Bello, 


Maddie Boyle, Patrick Citrano, Mia Corbett, Samantha Daggett, Kelsey Dougherty, Kayla Drozdowski, 


Katie Fernandez, Anthony Giuliano, Corey Horowitz, Jess Karpinski, Katie Kast, Nick Kast, Chris Mayer, 


Carina Mitchell, Alana Murphy, Rayna Newkirk, Noelle Park, Colin Pope, Anna Shea, and Rachelle Smith. 


Miranda Williams is also in the cast and serves as the stage manager. Ticket will be sold at the door.  


Students and senior citizen tickets cost $8 and adult tickets are $10.  March 6th is student night: ticket 


for student will be $5.   


 


 








Spring College Fairs 
 


Listed below are the dates and locations of college fairs that will be 


taking place in March and April. 


 


 


 


Location Date 
Hudson County Fair at St. Peter’s University March 11th 


Kean University/Union County Fair at Kean 


University 


March 12th 


Cape/Atlantic County Fair at The Richard 


Stockton College of NJ 


March 25th 


Monmouth County Fair at Brookdale Community 


College 


April 24th 


 


 


Further information can be found by following the links on 


www.njacac.org.  
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Verona Foundation for Educational Excellence 


presents 


THE VERONA EXPERIENCE  
Spring Fundraiser 


 Pub Food, Auction     7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. 
 Thursday, March 27, 2014   $45.00 per person pre-sale 2/19-3/19 


 Verona Inn       $50.00 per person 3/20-3/27 
 624 Bloomfield Avenue  For tickets e-mail: 
 Verona, New Jersey  veronaexperience@vfee.org 


 
The silent auction items will include a wide range of “experiences” including 
sports, restaurants, music, technology, theater, education, fitness, and more! 


___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


OUR MISSION: 
Verona Foundation for Educational Excellence (VFEE) is dedicated to enhancing excellence in education through the development and distribution of 
private resources for the benefit of Verona schools and students. The Foundation's mission is to maintain an extra margin of excellence by employing 
private resources to supplement traditional school funding.  www.vfee.org 


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


VFEE - INSPIRING MINDS ONE GRANT AT A TIME 
 


The Verona Foundation for Educational Excellence is a non-profit organization. 
Registration by the IRS as a 501(c) 3 organization, all contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 







