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  VHS Spring Break Softball Clinic Grades 2-8 
      Sponsored by the VERONA HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL TEAM 
   Fundraiser for VHS Softball Booster Club 
   Tues Wed Thurs April 15, 16, 17: 10:00am to 12pm, FN Brown Elementary School 
 
Registration Deadline: MUST BE RECEIVED by Wednesday, April 2 
Cost: $50.00 per child, $45 for each additional sibling 
 
 
CHILD 1: LAST NAME                                                                              FIRST NAME 
 
 
STREET   
 
 
CITY     STATE    ZIP 
 
 
EMAIL:     GRADE: 
 
 
CELL PHONE NUMBER WHERE PARENT CAN BE REACHED DURING CLINIC: 
 
 
CHILD 2: LAST NAME                                                                              FIRST NAME 
 
 
GRADE: 
 
 
Total Amount of Check Enclosed:   
 
Waiver Release: In consideration of this registration, I hereby waive and release any claims against VHS 
Staff/Students/Parents, Verona Board of Education, The Township of Verona, and volunteers for injuries that may be 
suffered by me in this event. Further, I confirm that I am physically able to participate in this event and grant the right 
to use my likeness in any photographic record of this event. This waiver also allows child(ren) listed on this registration 
form to have snacks and acknowledges that child(ren) have no known food allergies.  
 
PICK UP PROMPTLY AT NOON! 
 
 
PARENT NAME (Please Print)/DATE :    PARENT SIGNATURE: 
 
ALL REGISTRATIONS INCLUDE T – SHIRT  
 
TSHIRT SIZE, PLEASE CIRCLE:      
1st CHILD:   CHILD      Small      Med       Large              ADULT         Small   Med   Large 
2nd CHILD:   CHILD      Small      Med       Large              ADULT         Small   Med   Large 
 


PLEASE MAKE CHECK FOR PAYABLE TO:  VHS SOFTBALL 
BOOSTER CLUB 
 
RETURN REGISTRATION FORMS WITH PAYMENT TO: VHS 
SOFTBALL SKILLS CLINIC, c/o Christina Chivily, 111 Franklin 
Street, Verona, NJ 07044 
 
WILL BE CONTACTED VIA EMAIL IF INCLEMENT WEATHER FOR 
ALTERNATE LOCATION 
 
PARTICIPANTS PLEASE BRING OWN BAT, GLOVE, BATTING HELMET 
 
 








SPRING BREAK 
SOFTBALL CLINIC 


“Minor League” Grades 2 – 5 
“Major League” Grades 6-8 


 
SPONSORED BY VERONA HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL TEAM 


 
 


Coach Pete Foster and the Verona High School Softball team are holding a Softball Clinic for 
grades 2 through 8 during the April Spring Break.  The clinic will be held at F.N. Brown 
Elementary School (125 Grove Avenue) on Tuesday, April 15th, Wednesday April 16th and 
Thursday April 17th from 10:00 am – 12:00 p.m. The cost for all three days is $50, which 
includes a complimentary T-Shirt, snacks, and water for all participants. Cost for additional 
sibling is $45.00. 
 
The clinic will help teach basic skills to all participants, and will include hitting, fielding and 
pitching.  Participants are separated into “Major” and “Minor” league based on grade. 
 
All proceeds will benefit the Verona High School Softball Booster Club.  If interested please 
contact, Christina Chivily at VHSSkillsClinic@gmail.com to sign up or if you have any 
questions you may contact Christina at 973-809-7938.   
 
Deadline for Registration is Wednesday, April 2nd. 
 
 



mailto:VHSSkillsClinic@gmail.com






     Verona Public Schools, Office of the Superintendent 
121 Fairview Avenue                  Verona, New Jersey 07044 
PHONE 973-571-2029                   FAX 973-571-6779 
Steven A. Forte sforte@veronaschools.org Cheryl Nardino 
Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
www.veronaschools.org 
 
 
 
The mission of the Verona Public Schools, the center of an engaged and supportive community, is to 
empower students to achieve their potential as active learners and productive citizens through rigorous 
curricula and meaningful, enriching experiences. 
 
 
To:   All Parents, Guardians, Students and Staff  
From:  Steven Forte 
Date:  February 26, 2014 
Re:  Calendar adjustments 2013-14 
 
 
 
This has been an extraordinary winter to say the least and we truly appreciate 
everyone’s flexibility in making up days. At this point we are one day short and will need 
to operate a full day for students and staff on Monday April 14, 2014. If additional days 
are required April 15, 16, 17 will be used as make up days.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns please contact me sforte@veronaschools.org  
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SCA President’s Message 
We hope that everyone is staying warm and dry on these cold and snowy days.  The snow 


got the best of us and we had to cancel our last SCA meeting scheduled for  


January 22nd! 


We have had a very successful year so far; our Election Day Bake Sale was a huge 


success as usual under the direction of Emily Boyer, Carolyn Luehs, and their 


committee volunteers and bakers.  Jacqui Schuldiner and the Environmental Trip 


committee have been working very hard getting the 5th graders ready for their trip to 


Fairview Lake in February.  As usual, HBW’s students loved their half day snacks in 


November and the “line was out the door” for bagels, muffins, and other snacks that 


Donna Holland and her committee provided.  This is a great fundraiser for us as well.  This 


year at our student socials, the students have had the opportunity to win a door raffle of 


iTunes, Subway, and other gift cards to add to their fun.  CHILD sponsored some organiza-


tional nights at HBW that were well-attended and very helpful to parents and students, 


alike. 


There are many more events and happenings coming up at HBW for the rest of the year.  


Mark your calendar for our next SCA meeting on March 5th so that you don’t get left out 


of the fun! 


The SCA will be putting together the Nominating Committee shortly so if anyone is 


interested in volunteering, make sure you check your emails for news on this.   


We urge all of our parents to get out and vote on the Bond Referendum coming up on 


March 11th.   


As always, thank you to all of our volunteers for their hard work and dedication to HBW 


and our students.  We hope to see everyone at our next SCA meeting in March. 


If you have any suggestions, ideas or thoughts that you would like to share, please contact 


us — Barbara Yeates: bpyeates@verizon.net or Pam Priscoe: priscoe@verizon.net. 


Think Spring! 


Barbara and Pam 


SCA Newsletter    SCA Co-Presidents: Barbara Yeates and Pam Priscoe    Winter 2014 


Did you know? 


The Verona SCA stands for— 


Verona School Community Association, a partnership of home and school that 


enriches your child’s educational experience. 


UPCOMING 2014  


SCA Meetings 


 March 5* 


 May 7 


Note: All meetings are held in the HBW 


Library/Media Center @ 7:30pm. 


All parents welcome! 


 *To be held In HBW Auditorium 


Issue No. 2  


 SCA Welcome 


 Principal’s 
Message 


 Around the 
“Horne…” Class 
& Club News 


 Sports Beat 


 Community & 
HBW Musical 
News 


 Pet Causes 


 Key Dates 
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Dear Parents: 


Even though H.B.W. is still buried in 
snow, and staff and students alike 
are winter-weary, we have been very 
busy with school and with some real-
ly exciting activities.  By far, one of the highlights of 
my entire educational career was our Swing Event.  
I have posted some information on our website 
about it, and if you weren’t able to make Swing 
Night, you can watch the video of it online.  What 
an amazing night! 


Our students are busy with Battle of the Books, re-
searching female scientists, creating news broad-
casts on the issues that faced Westward Expan-
sion, and publishing our next edition of the news-
paper to name a few.  Some of our eighth grade 
girls spent the day at Stevens Institute of Technol-
ogy for a focus day on girls and engineering.  The 
girls had a wonderful day. 


At the May SCA meeting, I am hoping to share in-
formation about the new PARCC tests that will re-
place the NJASK tests next spring (2015).  It is a 
big departure from what our staff and students 
have been used to particularly because students 
will take it on computers. 


Let us all hope for a warm March with no snow! 


Sincerely, 


Mrs. McNeal 


Mrs. McNeal 


 


 


From the Principal’s Desk…                   Ms. Yvette McNeal 


 


C.H.I.L.D.— Children Having Individual 
Learning Differences 


  
By Daphne Smith, Board Member  


Referendum  


C.H.I.L.D. (Children Having Individual Learn-
ing Differences) has been busy making a differ-
ence to our community of students, teachers and 
parents. This fall, we co-sponsored with the dis-
trict three well-attended workshops, one featur-
ing study skills, and the other two featuring or-
ganizational tips and tools, which helped stu-
dents and parents learn valuable tools for organ-
izing backpacks, binders and study areas. In ad-
dition, we worked with Special Services to put 
together a student presentation for the 8th grade 
high school orientation, whereby an 11th grade 
high school student talked to parents of incom-
ing freshman about his success navigating high 
school as a student with a disability.  


We are especially excited for our upcoming 
showing of The Big Picture, in conjunction with 
Special Services and the Verona Junior Woman’s 
Club, in March. This highly acclaimed movie 
provides insight into the mysteries, difficulties 
and gifts of dyslexia. After the showing, there 
will be a question and answer session with a pan-
el of Verona teachers, as well as students ranging 
from grades 5 through 11 who will share their 
personal experience discovering the their 
strengths in the midst of their struggles with this 
hidden disability. Speech and language expert, 
Jeanne Tighe, CCC-PLC, of Decoding Dyslexia, 
will moderate the panel. This will be an oppor-
tunity for teachers, parents and students to learn 
more about dyslexia. Teachers will receive pro-
fessional development credit hours for this valu-
able workshop, which will be held March 13th  -
registration is at 6:30 PM and the movie is at 
7:00 PM (snow date: March 20th).   
 


For more information go to: 
www.veronachild.org or  


email: info@veronachild.org 
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Class & Club News                By: Marisa Albano and MaryAnne Halbert 


Swing Night @ H.B.W. On Saturday, February 8th, 
the HBW auditorium was converted into a 1940’s ballroom for a 
night of live music and swing dancing. HBW Swing Night was a 
huge success, and was attended by over 320 students, parents, 
teachers, community members, and lovers of swing dancing. The 
event was made possible by support from the Verona Foundation 
for Educational Excellence, as well as the HBW Music Parents, 
and HB Whitehorne Middle School. 
 
The evening began with a 30-minute dance class taught by Arturo 
Perez of NYC’s Swing 46. This was followed by two full sets of live 1940’s style big band 
music provided by the HBW Jazz Band with support from some local professional musi-
cians. The event was the culmination of an extended project involving every student at 
HBW that featured a presentation on the Swing Era, and four days of swing dance in-
struction in physical education classes by Mr. Perez. The HBW Music department is 
thrilled with the outcome, and was proud to present an opportunity for students to learn 
about history by experiencing it firsthand. 


To Amy Renzulli, who was accepted into the North 
 Jersey Junior High Region Chorus for a second time.  


In Mrs. Lagan's Art of Speaking class, the 7th grade students 


wrote persuasive speeches advertising our very own, H. B. Whitehorne middle School. The speeches 


were complete with jingles, slogans and props (pictured in some of the photographs). The advertise-


ments mentioned our rapping librarian, Mrs. Kleinknecht, our Rock n' Roll 6th Grade teacher, Mr. 


Mo, swing dancing in our gym, and our amazing variety of after school clubs and activities among 


other traits that HBW boasts. As the students said, "Who wouldn't want to go to HBW?"  


 


Additionally, Mrs. Lagan's 7th grade English students read a biography of their choice and complet-


ed enough research so that they could come to class dressed up as their person of choice. They 


then took part in a press-conference style interview, where fellow classmates and Mrs. Lagan inter-


viewed them and they shared information about their life, based on the list of 20 questions that 


they had prepared ahead of time. Some students submitted their original artwork of their re-


searched person to HBW's The Messenger.  
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Class & Club News                By: Marisa Albano and MaryAnne Halbert 


By Ms. Kate Castiglione


On February 25, the 6th grade class attended a performance of "Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory" at the Mayo 


Performing Arts Center in Morristown, NJ.  According to the MPAC website, the performance is touted as a 


"musical revue [which] recounts the Civil War using songs and first-person narratives written by the men and wom-


en who lived and died in those harrowing times."  All 6th graders have recently completed a unit about the Civil 


War in their Social Studies classes and have examined primary source documents in order to gain a more in-depth 


understanding of the war and its impact on all Americans.  "Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory" will not only bring 


these documents and ideas to life, but also provide both students and staff yet another perspective on one of the 


most significant time periods in American history.  We were all so excited to have attended! 


 


The Dream Team started 2014 with the Pasta for Pennies Campaign a 


nationwide program that raises funds that go towards the Leukemia Lymphoma Society. Spon-


sored by the “Olive Garden,” proceeds collected are used to fund research and support young 


people afflicted with this terrible disease.   For three weeks homerooms generously brought in 


pennies and “more” working towards our school goal of raising $1200. The winning homeroom 


was promised a free lunch provided by the “Olive Garden.” 


The response was “overwhelming.” In just one week HBW surpassed its school goal by raising 


$2300.  With the wonderful generosity of the HBW community we are pleased to report that 


we raised a total of over $6000. 


Ms. Gasalberti’s homeroom was the winning homeroom bringing in a total of over $1000.  We 


would however like to acknowledge several other homerooms that also had outstanding contri-


butions throughout the campaign. 


 Mrs. Onnmebo $485.00   Mrs. Useche $385.17      Mrs. Domenick $419.00 


 Mrs. Clifford $286.61      Mrs. Albano $267.091      Mrs, O’Connor $242.00 


 Mrs. Ogden $234.00       Mrs. K. Smith $220.00     Mrs. Podolak/Mr.Haerle $200. 


 Ms. Finley $166.79          Ms. Lijoi $189.90             Mr. Moschella $159.83  


 Mrs. Moy $125.97           Mrs. Sarett $170.48. 


We would love to list everyone individually because so many were so generous but it is impossi-


ble.  Just know that your kindness is greatly appreciated by many.    
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Jeans for Teens  This year the Verona High School was collecting Jeans for Homeless Teens.  


Did you know that over 1.7 million teens are homeless and need jeans?  Ms. Onnembo volunteered to collect 


jeans from HB students and send them to the high school.  Many students participated.  If anyone else has 


jeans they can donate directly to the Abercrombie store & get discount on new jeans. In only 7 years this pro-


gram has donated over 3 million pairs of jeans.  Thank you to all who participated.


 


Class & Club News                By: Marisa Albano and MaryAnne Halbert 


All students in 6th grade have been Keeping Calm and Reading a Book.    


Students have been reading books and writing questions to prepare for the competition. Students partici-


pated in battles on Friday, February 7th in their literacy classes.  Many teams advanced to the next round of 


battles.  The battles will continue until we have a winning team.   


This program encourages students to read and learn how to work together as a team.  All 6th graders are 


required to participate, but 7th and 8th graders may join the Battle of the Books Club. Thank you to all who 


participated and remember, read on! 


The Student Council has been very busy with a variety of activities 
since the New Year. The monthly Spirit Days are well on their way and are enjoyed by all. The month 
of January the students enjoyed Twin Day and Jersey Day. In the month of February the spirit day 
were Heart Day and Pajama Day. It was so much fun seeing the halls filled with fun brightly colored 
pajamas! 


In the month of December, our Snowflake fundraiser was popular amongst all grades. Students bought 
snowflakes, to be given to a friends the day before Holiday break. The students wrote fun messages to 
their friends on each snowflake they bought. Snowflakes were delivered to homerooms and the school 
was a blizzard of happy wishes for all. 


In the month of January Student Council had a week long Hot Chocolate sale. The students in all grades 
really enjoyed the yummy hot chocolate, especially topped with whipped cream and marshmallows! 


The month of February brought the Heart Sale in time to wish a friend a very Happy Valentine’s Day!!!!! 
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Geography Bee On January 9, 
eighth grader Michael Petillo was declared the win-
ner of the annual National Geographic Geography 
Bee. Fifth grader Byron Chu earned second place. 
Mrs. Carol Clifford served as moderator and Mrs. 
Marisa Albano, Mrs. Carol Lynn Moy and Mr. Mark 
Rossi served as judges. The school-wide bee was 
organized by Mrs. Barbara Kistner. 


The excitement began in December when students in 
grades five through eight participated in the class-
room competitions where each student was asked a 
series of questions about U.S. and world geography. 
After seven rounds of tough questions, the student 
with the most correct answers became the class 
winner and moved on to take a written test.  


After the tests were scored, ten finalists earned 
the chance to compete on January 10: fifth grader 
Byron Chu, sixth graders Andrew Castillo, Anna Kon-
rad-Parisi and Vincent Hogan, seventh grader Gus 
Caprari and eighth graders Michael Petillo, Shane 
Siegel, Andrew Siegelin, Jason Siegelin,and Nicolas 
Slawski. 


Michael has taken a written test that will be scored 
by the National Geographic Society. About 100 stu-
dents will qualify to participate in the state bee in 
April. National Geographic provides an all-expenses-
paid trip to Washington, D.C. for state champions 
and their teacher escorts to participate in the Bee 
national championship rounds in May. The first place 
winner will receive a $50,000 college scholarship, a 
lifetime membership in the National Geographic So-
ciety and a trip to the Galapagos Islands.   


 


Class & Club News                By: Marisa Albano and MaryAnne Halbert 


The NJ 
Devils' 4th Annual French Student Night was held on Friday, January 24.  About 40 HBW French stu-
dents, along with their friends and families and 10 HBW teachers attended the hockey game where the 
NJ Devils beat the Washington Capitals 2-1.  Students were offered discounted tickets to the game, 
along with the opportunity to attend a private Q+A session with Devils player, Peter Harold after the 
game.  Prizes were even raffled off and 5th grader Natalie Romanyschyn won a signed autographed photo 
from Martin Brodeur.  Afterwards, the families were allowed to "walk on the ice".  H.B. Whitehorne even 
got to see its name in lights on the score board!  A fun time was had by all! 


A group of twenty eighth grade young ladies participated in 
the “Girl Day” program at the Stevens Institute of Technolo-
gy in Hoboken, NJ on February 20. The Stevens STEM Ambas-
sadors, members of a new pilot program led by Stevens un-
dergraduates, conduct on- and off-campus outreach pro-
grams to encourage interest in STEM fields, specifically tar-
geting women and minorities, who are persistently un-
derrepresented in technical fields. The program included 
two hands on activities involving science and engineering, as 
well as a tour of two Stevens Institute labs. We visited the 
“Flow Tank” which simulates ocean conditions by creating 
various wave patterns. We also saw a three dimensional 
printer at work and other projects in the design and manu-
facturing lab. The STEM ambassadors joined the girls for 
lunch in the Stevens cafeteria. 
 
The middle school teachers have been encouraging the all of 
the girls to take a more active part in their science and math-
ematics education. The opportunity for the girls to visit the 
campus stressed the value in mathematics and science edu-
cation.  


Unfortunately, HBW was restricted from bringing more girls 
to the program. However, Mrs. Thomas and Ms. Finley are 
working on plans for a HBW Eighth Grade STEM day in May. 


Mrs. Thomas is requesting that parents trained in STEM ca-
reers contact her if interested in speaking with our girls at 
the seminar.  


For more info contact: 
cthomas@veronaschools.org 
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LAX Courtesy of Elena Kish and VeronaLacrosse.org 


Verona Lacrosse Season Taste-Off 


On March 28, 2014, Verona Lacrosse Parents 


Association will sponsor the 8th Annual Taste 


of Verona event at Our Lady of the Lake Audi-


torium at 7:30 pm.  It is a night filled with fun 


and friends, where you are able to sample 


cuisine from many local restaurants. 


 


TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW. The price of 


tickets is $35 per person after March 1st.  


Space is limited, so tickets are on a first 


come, first served basis.  Go to 


www.veronalacrosse.org for a printable order 


form in the Documents section under the As-


sociation tab for your convenience.  Please 


come out and support your child and the Ve-


rona Lacrosse program.  


 


Online registration is now open for the 2014 


Spring Season.  Season runs from March to 


early June.  Tournament play is also offered 


for all 5-8 grade teams.  


Sports Beat...                  


VBSL At Bat for Spring! 


 2014 Travel Baseball Spring Blast 


Tournament: March 29 - 30 


 Support VBSL with Modell’s shopping.  Go to 


www.veronabaseballsoftball.com to access a  


15% coupon good until April 1st.  The VBSL 


receives 5% back on all purchases. 


 Softball Pitching Clinic: Learn How to Pitch 


Windmill Style. Offered through March 16th 


at HBW for girls in grades 1-6.  See VBSL 


site for more details. 


 VBSL Now On Twitter! @vbslverona 
Source: www.veronabaseballsoftball.com 


WRESTLING By Sam Zamloot 


 
 


 


The Verona Junior Wrestling team had a great 


season in finishing 11 -1 which was good for 


2nd Place in the Suburban Jr Wrestling 


League.   The league is made up of 13 teams 


from Essex County.  The team’s only loss was 


to Caldwell (12 -0) by a score of 38 – 37. The 


team opened the season by beating up Nutley 


69 -9 and finished the year strong by beating 


our rival Cedar Grove 49 – 31.  In between, Ve-


rona beat West Essex, W. Orange, Livingston, 


Bloomfield, Maplewood, Glen Ridge, 


Montclair, Millburn, and Belleville. 


To open the season in December, the team 


participated in two team tournaments includ-


ing the very competitive Montville Duals and 


the Mountain Lakes Tournament.  This really 


helped our team heading into the league bouts 


having wrestled several matches against 


some very good competition.  The team was 


fueled by a strong group of 8th grade wres-


tlers including Maguire Pecci, John Gabriele, 


Frank Gabriele, Mat DiDia, Matt Feiger and Bil-


ly Fauerbach.  The league season commenced 


with the Suburban League “County” Tourna-


ment on Sunday Feb. 23 at Livingston HS.  


Verona Jr. Wrestling is open to Verona resi-


dents in 2nd to 8th grade.  You’re never too 


old to learn the sport!  
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Community & HBW Musical News           


SPRING MUSICAL   


 


By Miss Stephanie Lijoi, Producer, and 


Mr. Brian Michalwoski, Musical Director  


VERONA 
RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT  


Middle School 
Program Update! 


  By Marissa Landolfi  


The Verona Recreation Department will be offering 


programs for middle school students for the Spring 


2014 season.  These programs include; Girls’ Volley-


ball Clinic, Tennis, Music Theater and Track.  Regis-


tration for these programs will be open as of  March 


3rd at  8:30am online and in-person. 


We have recently added a NEW program,  Ropes 


Course Instruction class for grades 4-6.  This pro-


gram will provide children the opportunity to explore 


low ropes and high ropes course elements.  This 


course uses adventure elements to help teach team 


building and effective communication by working to-


gether in a group atmosphere.  It also gives partici-


pants a chance to step outside of their comfort zone 


and push themselves mentally and physically in a 


controlled environment all while having fun.  No pre-


vious climbing experience is necessary. 


There will be registration for all Summer Playgrounds 


beginning March 31, 2014.  These playgrounds in-


clude Tot-Lot, Primary Park, Elementary Zone and 


Summer Adventure.  If you are an 8th grader going 


into VHS and you are 14 years old, you can apply to 


volunteer at the playgrounds this summer.  You can 


pick up an application at the Recreation Office, 


please know that filling out an application does in no 


way guarantee you a position. 


For more information on our Recreation programs, 


please visit our website, www.veronanj.org/


recreation. Also NEW at the Verona Recreation De-


partment, we are now on Facebook! Visit 


www.faceboook.com/veronarecreation.  You can  


have immediate access to the latest news, program 


information, and registrations. list. 


NOW on Facebook!  


Where can you find a world of pure imagination 


filled with chocolate rivers, gobstoppers, a candy 


man, and a trip through a world filled with noth-


ing but childhood dreams?  


H.B.W. Middle School of course!  On March 28th 


and 29th, our middle school will be presenting its 


rendition of Willy Wonka, Jr.!  Featuring the 


largest cast in years with 98 participating middle 


schoolers, students have been rehearsing their 


scenes, songs and dances since early December 


and putting the final touches on a wonderful 


production.  Behind the scenes, costumes are 


being made, candy is being bought (and eaten!) 


and the sounds of saws and drills are being 


mixed in with the music of the band in the audi-


torium.   


It’s sure to be an outstanding performance fea-


turing oompa loompas, Willy Wonka himself, and 


of course Charlie Bucket!  Don’t be surprised if 


you see some of the characters covered in choc-


olate as they tour Mr. Wonka’s chocolate facto-


ry after finding a golden ticket!   


Be sure to buy your golden tickets which will be 


on sale at the door and are $5 for students and 


$10 for adults.  For more information contact 


Miss Lijoi at slijoi@veronaschools.org.  


Contest Winning “T” 


shirt design by  


Colleen Whelan  


(7th), Kate Ryan (7th),  


Austin Frank (6th) 


and Image-


market.com. 



http://www.veronanj.org/recreation

http://www.veronanj.org/recreation
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SCA Pet Causes 


Sr. Pet Reporter  
Roger Emanuilidis 


The HBW SCA is constantly seeking out fundraising opportunities that benefit you as a 
consumer, community member and, most importantly, a parent. Keep a look-out for new 
and different ways to give back throughout the year in your email inbox, the Friday 
Folder, on www.veronaschools.org, to name a few. Current HBW SCA pet causes include: 


Give Back to Verona Schools — 
It’s Easy with HBW SCA Pet Causes... 


Target will donate 1% of purchases on  your Target REDCard 


throughout the year—it can really add up.  Learn more about the 


Take Charge of Education Program or enroll your card today at 


www.target.com/TCOE. 


COMING SOON! Shoparoo App.  Buy the products you want, 


wherever and however you want. Then, just snap a pic of your 


receipt to make an instant donation to your child's school.   
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2014 Key Upcoming Dates…* 


Contact Us: 
Have an HBW-related story, announcement or just some fun pictures you would like to submit for consideration?  Email to Kathy Emanuilidis at hbwnewsletter@gmail.com.   


Note: The H.B. Whitehorne SCA Newsletter is a four-time a year e-publication with Fall, Winter, Spring and Summer frequency and intended exclusively for the 
H.B. Whitehorne family. 


April/May 2014 
3rd French Trip—8th Grade Thur 


10tth Gold Band Trip Fri 


11th MP3 Report Cards Posted Wed 


14th-18th*** 


Spring Break —School Closed.** 


**NOTE: Monday, April 14th may be designated for snow day make-


up.   


Mon-Fri 


Apr 28th-May 1st NJ ASK Testing—Grades 7 and 8 Mon-Thur 


March 2014 


5th Wed 
7pm Referendum Presentation—HBW Auditorium 


7:30pm SCA Meeting—HBW Auditorium 


11th Tues 
Author Visit 


School Referendum Vote—Polls open 7am to 9pm 


12th Wed Ms. Wrobel’s Trip 


14th Fri Half Day with Half Day Snacks by SCA for Students 


26th Wed 
Spanish Trip—7th Grade 


Verona Family Night 


28th Fri HBW Musical—Auditorium 


29th Sat HBW Musical—Auditorium 


*Dates subject to change. 








 


INSTANT DECISION DAY 


Thursday, April 3rd 


Instant Admission to the  


County Colleges!  


 


Admissions Representatives from: 


Bergen Community College 


Essex County College 


& 


County College of Morris 


will be at VHS to meet with students for instant admission 


 


If you would like to participate, a registration packet 


is available on the School Counseling Website  








Online registration is now open for the 2014 Spring Season 
  


**REGISTER NOW FOR WINTER TRAINING** 
 
The program is open to all Verona residents in grades K through 8, with the season running 
from March to early June. The month of March primarily consists of practices, with games 
beginning in early April. Tournament play is also offered for all 5-8 grade teams. The season is 
completed in early June. We welcome players of all abilities and experience to become a part of 
the fastest growing sport in the country! 


To register, go to the following webpage: 
https://leagueathletics.com/Registration/Default.asp?n=&org=veronalacrosse.org. 
 
Payment can be made using your credit card (MC or Visa) online. 


During the regular outdoor season, children in grades K, 1, and 2, a "mini-laxer" clinic format is 
available. The clinic is held on Saturday afternoons for 1 hour from roughly April 14th 
through June 7th. 
Third and fourth graders have separate girls and boys teams that typically play 8 to 10 modified 
games against teams from nearby towns, and practice about twice a week. 
Grades 5, 6, 7 and 8 play on competitive teams (also gender specific) and typically participate in 
10 to 12 games against teams from nearby towns; practices are usually 2 or 3 times a week. 
 
Fees for the season are*: 
K to 2nd Grade ($75) 
Grades 3/4 ($150) 
Grades 5/6 ($175) 
Grades 7/8-Girls ($200) 
Grades 7/8 Boys ($210) 
*Family discounts are available for 3+ players/household. 
 
Certain teams fill up fast so we strongly encourage you to register early to secure your roster 
spot and indoor winter training. Registration and payment will only be processed online so log 
on now.  
 
The Verona youth lacrosse program is run by a volunteer Board, and is coached for the most 
part by volunteers. Check-out www.veronalacrosse.org for more information. Volunteers are 
needed and are welcome to assist in coaching and general organizational duties. No previous 
lacrosse experience is required. Any community member interested in getting involved in the 
program is welcome to contact: Rudy Frizzi at 973-571-1982 


 



https://leagueathletics.com/Registration/Default.asp?n=&org=veronalacrosse.org

http://www.veronalacrosse.org/

tel:973-571-1982















Steps to Register for Classes in Genesis Parent Portal-2014-15 


Course Registration will begin March 10th 


 Teacher Recommendations are now available on the Parent Portal. 


 Students will input their requests into the Parent Portal by grade level, according to the following schedule. 


Class of 2018 (Grade 8) Monday, March 10th -Monday, March 17th 


Class of 2017 (Grade 9) Monday, March 17th-Monday, March 24th 


Class of 2016 (Grade10) Monday, March 24th- Monday, March 31st  


Class of 2015 (Grade 11) Monday, March 31st- Monday, April 7th 


Open Scheduling (All Grades) Monday, April 7th- Monday, April 14th  


Courses requested during the registration period DOES NOT guarantee a seat. 


 Visit www.veronaschools.org, click the “A+ Grades” icon to get to the Parent Portal.  


 Click the Student Data tab in the top Blue Bar. 


 Click the small Scheduling tab on the lower bar to see teacher recommendations. 


 Click Request Tab to select course requests. 


 Click the Request a Course link under each subject area. For example, click “Request a Course” under English.  


The screen will list all English courses. 


 The courses that have the APPLE in the Status column are the teacher recommended courses.  


Recommended courses must still be requested by student/parent. 


 To request a course, click the “Request this Course” button.  For elective courses, you MUST indicate a priority in 


the Priority column. 


 If you wish to take a lower level than the one the teacher recommended, simply request the new course. 


 If you wish to request a course that is a level above what is recommended, request the course. Then complete 


the Request for Course Override Form and submit it to your student’s school counselor immediately.  This form 


can be found on the Verona High School Guidance Website, www.veronaschools.org/guidance. 


 Continue to select courses from all Subject Areas.  Be sure to review the graduation requirements, course 


descriptions, prerequisites, and course sequencing before selecting courses. 


 To select a Study Hall, select  the Study Hall Subject Area, then select either Full-Year or Half-Year Study Hall 


(Spring or Fall) 



http://www.veronaschools.org/guidance





 Choose five elective courses and prioritize them 1-5 using the priority box to the right of each course. If you are 


interested in enrolling in Choir, please request it as well, but do not place it in the prioritized list, since it’s the 


only course offered during zero period. 


 The 2014-2015 Curriculum Bulletin can be found under “Guidance News” on the School Counseling website. 


 The Parent Portal will remain accessible for you to review final requests only.  If you wish to make any changes 


during this time, they must be submitted writing or e-mail to your child’s school counselor.   The deadline for 


these course changes is April 14th. 


  Preliminary schedules (no teacher names, room numbers, or periods) will be posted on the Parent Portal on 


June 20th. 


 Final schedules with teacher names, room numbers, and periods will be posted on the Parent Portal mid-


August. A School Messenger call will announce when these are available. 


 If you have any questions about this process, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s counselor. 


 








IN 
PERFORMANCE 
!
March 23, 2014 
5:30pm 
!
Just Jake’s 
30 Park Street

Montclair, NJ



!!


IN 
PERFORMANCE 
!
April 9, 2014 
7:30pm 
!
VHS Auditorium 
151 Fairview Ave

Verona, NJ



!!!!!!!


Check out our name. We do 
more than jazz. And this year 
we celebrate the music of 
the greatest band in rock 
history - The Beatles. !
50 years ago, the Fab Four 
came to America and 
changed the world.  !
Join us as we present some 
of the most amazing songs 
of all time. 


Verona Jazz & Beyond








V~SEA 
2014 


Verona Summer 
Enrichment 
Academy 


 


“Where Learning and Fun 
Come Together!” 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Verona Public Schools 


 


 


Pre-K through 4
th


 Grade Program - The Pre-K (students 


entering kindergarten in September 2014) through 4
th


 


grade program includes interdisciplinary investigations 


and activities in the areas of language arts, science and 


mathematics focusing on grade specific themes. Courses 


will be computer integrated in support of classroom 


projects.  Pre-K-4
th


 grade programs meet for three hours 


per day from 8:30-11:30.  Fee: $365.  


Middle School Program - Algebra I Readiness: (For 


students entering 7
th


, 8
th


 or 9
th


 grade who will be taking 


Algebra I in September) Algebra I is the foundation of all 


high school mathematics classes.  The main goal of 


Algebra I is to develop fluency in working with linear 


equations. The Algebra I Readiness Course is designed to 


assist students in mastering target standards with a primary 


focus on developing students’ mastery of arithmetic 


concepts and skills. Through the topics presented in this 


course students will solidify understandings introduced in 


Pre-Algebra and will be better prepared to tackle new 


topics that will be learned in Algebra I. Topics that will be 


covered include  integers and their operations, rational 


numbers, simplifying expressions, solving one and two 


step equations/ inequalities, functions and graphing in the 


coordinate plane.  The Algebra I Readiness class will meet 


for 1 ½ hours per day from 8:30-10:00.     Fee: $182.50 


Fundamentals of Pre-Algebra – (For students entering 


7
th


 and 8
th


 grade on-level math in September) Are you 


bored with Math and really do not want to take a Math 


class during the summer? Well, this isn’t your typical 


Math class. You will still explore integers, rational 


numbers, simplifying expressions, solving inequalities, 


functions, and graphing, but you will learn to apply these 


concepts to your own life. For instance, you will learn how 


coordinate plan graphing is used in movie, animation, and 


video game making or how inequalities can be used to 


make smarter, wiser decisions in life. While learning how 


to apply these concepts to your everyday life, you will also 


build a foundation to take your math skills to the next 


level. The Fundamentals of Pre-Algebra class will meet 


for 1 ½ hours per day from 10:00-11:30.    Fee: $182.50 


High School Program 


Program information will be distributed to high school 


students in early spring. 


 


 


A Note From the Directors 


Dear Parents, 


Welcome to V~SEA’s 10
th
 anniversary!  The 


purpose of the Verona Summer Enrichment 


Academy (V~SEA) is to expand students' knowledge 


base, build on their interests and encourage creative 


thinking. 


We invite your children to participate in this unique 


experience.  The students are taught in an 


environment which features hands-on, materials-


based learning.  Throughout our ten years of 


providing enrichment instruction, subject matter has 


included explorations of medieval history, 


Archimedes, dinosaurs, cryptology, forensics, Lego 


Robotics, crime scene investigation, prime and 


composite numbers, Aesop's Fables and much more. 


The V~SEA experience welcomes children who ask 


questions and exhibit curiosity about the world and 


how it works.  This form of learning only occurs in 


an atmosphere where imagination and daring to 


"think outside the box" is appreciated and valued. 


All Pre-K (students entering kindergarten in 


September 2014) through 4
th
 grade students are 


invited to participate in the elementary program.  


The Pre-K, Kindergarten and 1
st
 grade programs will 


be held at Laning Ave. School.  The 2
nd


 through 4
th
 


grade programs will be held at F.N. Brown School.  


The middle school and high school classes will be 


held at Verona High School.  The selection of grade 


levels at these sites facilitates the easy transfer of 


those children who will attend V~SEA in the 


morning and the Verona Recreation Department’s 


programs (Primary Park, Elementary Zone & 


Summer Adventure) in the afternoon. 


Sincerely, 


Mr. Jeffrey Monacelli & Dr. Larry Siegel 


V~SEA Co-Directors 


 


     


 


 







 Summer Enrichment Academy 


 
Verona Summer Enrichment Academy 


2014 Registration Form Pre-K through 8 
 


Student Name:_____________________________________ 


Address:__________________________________________ 


__________________________________________________ 


Present Grade;_____________________________________ 


Date:_____________________________________________ 


Current School:____________________________________ 


Name of Parent/Guardian: 


__________________________________________________ 


Home Phone:______________________________________ 


Work Phone:______________________________________ 


Cell Phone:_______________________________________ 


Email Address: 


____________________________________________ 


Yes, I would like to enroll my child in the 2014 
Verona Summer Enrichment Academy. I have 
enclosed my check for $365 (Pre-K thru 4 
program) or $182.50 (Middle School Program)  
payable to Verona Board of Education. I 
understand that if I change my mind there is a 
full refund on or before April 4, 2014 or a 50% 
refund on or before May 9, 2014. I am aware 
there will be no refunds after May 9, 2014. 


X____________________________________ 


Parent/Guardian Signature 


 


 


Please forward your registration form and 


payment to: 


Mr. Jeffrey Monacelli 


Forest Avenue School 


118 Forest Avenue  


Verona, New Jersey 07044 
 


For further information, contact: 


 
Jeffrey Monacelli at (973) 571-6754 


or 


Larry Siegel at (973) 571-6753 


 


Program Hours are 8:30 – 11:30 AM for the 


Pre-K thru grade 4 programs.   
 


See course descriptions for middle school and 


high school program hours. 
 


 
 


 
 


Participation in V~SEA will not preclude involvement in 


Verona Summer Recreation and/or Verona Summer Music 


programs. 


 


 


2014  Schedule 


DATES TOPIC LOCATION 


March thru 
Friday,  
May 9th   


Registration 
 


 


Thursday,  
March 20th  


V~SEA Parent 
Information Session 


Forest Avenue 
School Library 


@ 7:00 PM 


Tuesday, 
June 24th  


 
V~SEA Begins 


Pre-K thru Grade 1 
at Laning 


 
Grades 2 thru 4 at 


F.N. Brown 
 


Middle School and 
High School 
Programs at 
Verona High 


School 
Friday, 
July 4th  


Fourth of July 
Holiday 


No Classes 


 


Tuesday, 
July 22nd   


Final Day of 
V~SEA 


 








SWIM TEAM 
The cost is $50 for first 2 children; 3 or more children is $20/child. A 
late fee of $25 ($35 family max) begins after May 30th. There will 


be NO registration taken after June 13th. 
 


Travel Team: For children trough 12th grade, It is a competitive  team, 
must try-out. Try-outs are Saturday June 14th and Sunday June 15th, 
only need to attend one. Ages 10 and under will try-out from 8:30-
9:30am and Ages 11+ will try-out from 9:30-10:30am. Practices begin 
the week of June 23rd. This team practices 5 days a week and compete 
in 6 to 8 meets in the North Jersey Swim League and may be eligible to 
compete in Divisionals & Meet of Champions. 


B’ Team: For children through 12th grade, they must be able to swim 
the length of the pool without touching the bottom. Practices will begin 
the week of June 23rd. This team will practice 5 days a week and com-
pete against other towns ‘B’ Teams. 


ADULT AND ONGOING PROGRAMS 


Mens Softball League: Registration begins in March and the league 
starts the first week of May. The fee is $350 a team. There will be a late 
fee of $25 after April 11th, and no teams will be accepted after April 
17th. For more information please contact mlandolfi@veronanj.org 


Mens Summer Basketball League: Registration will begin in May and 
the league will begin in June. The fee is $200 a team. Look for more in-
formation to come out soon.  


Over 30 Basketball: For Verona Residents ONLY from 11:30-1:30PM on 
Sundays Starting March 9 through October 26 at VCC Gym. Must pre-
register online at www.veronanj.org/recreation 


Over 45 Basketball: For Verona Residents ONLY from 9:00-11:00AM on 
Sundays at the VCC Gym. 


Mixed Doubles Tennis: For adults on Wednesdays from 6:30-9:30PM at 
VHS Courts Starting May 14th and the cost is $40. 


Adult Sunset Hikes: On Tuesday nights for the duration of Summer. 
 


 


Watch Out for our Fall 2014 Programs  


Coming Out in August!  


 


 


S U M M E R  2 0 1 4  P R O G R A M S  
 


 


ONLINE AND IN-PERSON REGISTRATION BEGINS  


AT 8:30AM MONDAY, MARCH 31, 2014 
 


*LATE FEES FOR ALL PROGRAMS AFTER MAY 30, 2014 


 


 
CAMPS BEGIN MONDAY JUNE 23 AND RUN UNTIL  


FRIDAY JULY 25 AND THERE IS NO CAMP ON FRIDAY JULY 4 
 


 


THERE IS A PARENT INFORMATION MEETING ON  


MONDAY MAY 12TH TO ADDRESS ANY QUESTIONS 
 


 


 


 


 


F IREWORKS  ARE  ON  TUESDAY  JULY  1 ST  AT  THE   


VERONA  HIGH  SCHOOL  FIELD  STARTING  AT  DUSK  


THE  RAIN  DATE  IS  TUESDAY  JULY  2 ND  
 


  


"Like" or "Follow" us on Facebook & Twitter: Verona Recreation! 



http://on.fb.me/1jlKBWN

http://bit.ly/19V24f2

http://on.fb.me/1jlKBWN

http://bit.ly/19V24f2

http://on.fb.me/1jlKBWN

http://bit.ly/19V24f2





SUMMER PLAYGROUNDS 


*All PLAYGROUNDS ARE FOR VERONA RESIDENTS ONLY* 


All Summer Playgrounds run from 8:00AM to 3:00pm,  


Monday-Friday. Please send children with lunch.  
 


Tot – Lot: For Children going into Pre-School and Kindergarten 
in September 2014. Children must be 4 by 10/1/14. This pro-
gram is held at Brookdale Ave School. When registering for this 
program you must show a valid copy of the child’s birth certifi-
cate and have a copy of the child’s immunization records. Must 
register In-Person for Tot-Lot. There will be a special registra-
tion on Saturday April 5th from 10:00-12:00 at the Verona 
Community Center. 


Primary Park: For Children going into 1st and 2nd grade in 
September 2014. This program is held Laning Ave School. 
Please see separate list of trip/events. 


Elementary Zone: For Children going into 3rd and 4th grade in 
September 2014. This programs is held at F.N. Brown. Please 
see separate list of trip/events. 


Summer Adventure: For Children going into grades 5-8 in 
September 2014. This program is held at Verona High School. 
Parents may give permission to leave at Noon, they must indi-
cate this on registration form. Please see separate list of trip/
events. 


 


 


Playgrounds are $200 a child with a family maxi-
mum of $400. A late fee of $30 with a  


family max of $50 will begin after May 30th.  


OTHER KIDS PROGRAMS 


L at e  f e e  o f  $ 1 0  a f t e r  M ay  3 0 t h ,  2 0 1 4  


 f o r  t h e  f o l lo w i n g  p r o g r a m s  


 


Fine Arts Camp: For children going into grades 1-4 in Septem-
ber 2014. It will run from July 14th to July 18th from 10:00AM 
to 2:00PM. This class will teach art, different dance genres and 
music theater. The cost is $75. 


Tennis Camp 1+2: For children going into grades 1+2 in Sep-
tember 2014. It will run from July 14th to July 18th from 3:30-
5:00PM. The camp is held at the Verona Community Pool ten-
nis courts. The cost is $65. 


Tennis Camp 3-6: For children going into grades 3-6 in Sep-
tember 2014. It will run from July 7th and July 11th from 3:30-
6:00PM. The camp is held at the Verona Community Pool ten-
nis courts. The cost is $75. 


Tennis Lessons: For children going into grades 1-8 in Septem-
ber 2014. It will run from June 23 to July 25th. Practices will 
be held from 9:00-9:45AM on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. Lessons are held a the Verona High School Tennis 
Courts. The cost is $40. 


Tennis Team: For children going into grade 3-8 in September 
2014. It will run from June 23 to July 25th. Practices will be 
held from 10:00-11:00AM on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. Matches will take place on Tuesdays and Fridays. 
Tryouts will be held on May 1st at 4:00PM at the Verona Pool 
Tennis Courts (rain dates 5/2, same time). You MUST pre-
register for tryouts online, there is no fee at this time. You will 
be notified by May 5th if you have made the team. You may 
then register in person. The cost is $45. 








April Is Autism Awareness Month
Main Street Cottage 


678 Bloomfield Ave Verona
will be showing their support by selling a variety of items 


such as coffee mugs, tumblers, key chains, hair ties, 
puzzle piece lollipops, and more.  Proceeds of these 


sales will be go to the Verona Autism Program.   Please 
come and support our cause and help our children.








 


It is time for our annual fundraiser, 
“Pennies for Patients” 


The money raised will help support The Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society’s life-saving research and patient aid program. 


 
Spirit Week at Brookdale will be the week of  


 
April 7, 2014 – April 11, 2014 


 
4/7/2014, Monday:  Hat Day  


  
4/8/2014, Tuesday: Crazy Hair 


 
4/9/2014, Wednesday:  College Day 


 
4/10/2014, Thursday:  Sports Day 


 
4/11/2014, Friday: Verona Day  


 
To take part in this special fundraiser, we are asking for a 


minimum donation of $2.00.  Your donation can be cash or check.   
 


Please return the bottom by Friday, April 4, 2014 
Please make check payable to: 


The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
 


                                                                                                            
 
 
Student’s Name and Class: ____________________________________ 
 
Donation:                                                                                     
 
Parent Signature:  _____________________________________________ 








 


 


 


 








    Verona Public Schools, Office of the Superintendent 
121 Fairview Avenue                  Verona, New Jersey 07044 
PHONE 973-571-2029                   FAX 973-571-6779 
Steven A. Forte sforte@veronaschools.org Cheryl Nardino 
Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
www.veronaschools.org 


Upcoming Events 


Date:   March 28, 2014   


 
DISTRICT   


     Board of Education meeting agendas are posted the Monday prior to the meeting on the site below: 


http://www.veronaschools.org/BOEAgenda       
Videos of the Board of Education Meetings can be found by clicking the  link below: 


    http://www.veronaschools.org/boevideos 
     


Events to benefit the Verona Schools (see Friday Folder for more information) 
 
        Robert Anthony Salon: 10% off for clients, 10% donation to schools  


(must mention when booking appointment) 
        Target – 1% donation of purchase amount – Must present flyer 
        Shoparoo app or www.shoparoo.com  
 
Apr. 4 ‐ 6      Five Below: 10 % donation to schools – Must present event flyer 
Apr. 8        Smashburger – Glen Ridge – $1 donation/entrée to schools – Must present event flyer 
Apr. 11        Chuck E. Cheese – 15% donation to schools – Must present event flyer 
 
VHS 


Apr. 1       Conference of SCA            7:15 p.m.  Café 
Apr. 3       Kaplan ACT Prep Course         5:30 p.m.   Room 51 
 
HBW 


Apr. 3       French Trip 
Apr. 4       Jump Rope for Heart Day 
 
BROOKDALE 


Mar. 31– Apr. 4     Pennies for Patients Fundraiser 
 
Spirit Week at Brookdale will be the week of April 7, 2014 – April 11, 2014 
Apr. 7                              Monday:  Hat Day  
Apr. 7                              Brookdale Kindergarten Orientation       6:30 p.m. 
                                           SCA Meeting             7:30 p.m. 
Apr. 8                                Crazy Hair 
Apr. 9                                College Day 
Apr. 9                                Brookdale 4th Grade Visits HBW 
Apr. 10                              Sports Day 
Apr. 11                              Verona Day  
Apr. 11                              Fiesta Fantastica           1:00 p.m. 







 
 
 
F N BROWN 


Apr. 10      Spring Vocal Music Concert (grades 3 & 4 perform)  7:00 p.m. 
 
FOREST 
Mar. 31     Kindergarten Screening 
Apr. 1       NJ ASK Prep Class – Grade 4 
Apr. 2       Grade 4 Field Trip 
              Kindergarten Screening 
Apr. 3       NJASK Prep Class – Grade 4 
 
LANING 


Apr. 1       Third Grade Field Trip 








 
 


  


 


 


 


 


                   February/March, 2014 Edition 


Welcome to the fourth issue 


of EbD News, (Grades 3 and 


4), Verona’s Science, 


Technology, Engineering, 


Mathematics Elementary  


newsletter. The engineering 


students are learning about 


the principles of scale and 


proportion. Scale is defined as 


an increase or decrease in an 


object’s size while proportion 


characterizes comparative 


relation to the object’s 


changing size. Dimension 


changes by the same measure 


each time. 


Our scholars are completing a 


number of activities in order 


to gain a working knowledge 


of this concept. Centimeter 


graph paper was suitable for 


this first activity   


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


] 


 


 


 


gain a foundational understanding of the 


context which enables high-order 


thinking skills. Engineering design is 


primarily about problem solving and 


developing solutions. 


In addition, elementary computer 


technology facilitators Mrs. Jackie 


Giannuario, Mrs. Jennifer Hogan and Mr. 


Nick Klose are offering online activities to 


our 3rd and 4th grade students that 


support the goals and objectives of our  


engineering program. 


   


EbD…. Problem solving for the 21st 


century! 


                                   Sincerely, 


                                    Dr. Larry “Doc” Siegel 


                                    Instructor, EbD/STEM 


  


 


 


 


the first activity. A 2cm x 4cm rectangle,   


increased in scale three times, would 


appear as 4cm x 8cm, 6cm x 12cm and 


8cm x 16cm. Multiplying centimeters by 


an equivalent amount maintains the 


rectangle’s proportional integrity. 


Following this exercise, the engineers 


are increasing a 2-D airplane on a large 


sheet of mural paper by four scales, 


(1:4). Precise measurement and 


preserving proportion as scale increases 


is essential. Finally, they will form 


collaborative teams in order to design a 


3-D airplane utilizing multiple sheets of 


centimeter graph paper. The students 


will employ the (EDP) Engineering 


Design Process. EDP ensures the 


successful design of new and improved 


products through the Identification of 


the problem to be solved, brainstorming 


solutions, assessment and testing for 


possible design flaws, accounting for 


constraints and presenting the product 


for final evaluation. 


In review, STEM is a well thought out 


approach that emphasizes student-


centered, collaborative learning. 


Authentic experiences may promote 


meaningful engagement in real-world 


applications of learning. To be successful 


during EbD/STEM learning experiences, 


students need to be able to move 


beyond fact based cognitive tasks and  
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Wednesday, March 26 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Chicken Patty on a Bun 
 Family Night 
Thursday, March 27 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Meatball Parm 
 Art Show 
Friday, March 28 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Mac and Cheese 
 Kindergarten Screening  
Monday, March 31 
 SCA Pasta Lunch (Don't Forget to Pack a Drink!) 
 Kindergarten Screening 
Tuesday, April 1 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Pillsbury Mini Pancakes 
 SCRIP Distribution 
Wednesday, April 2 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Mac & Cheese 
 Kindergarten Screening 
 Grade 4 Field Trip 
Thursday, April 3 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Pizzeria Pizza 
 3rd Grade Brownie Meeting at 2:45 pm 
Friday, April 4 
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Popcorn Chicken 


 


 
 


2014-2015 SCA STILL 30 OPEN 
POSITIONS 


Thank you to all the Moms and Dads who have 
volunteered for the various SCA committees so far.  
There are 30 open SCA committee positions in need of 
filling for the 2014-2015 school year.   In order for the 
SCA to have special events and programs for your 
children, we need volunteers to help run them.  If we do 
not have volunteers, these programs will not be able to 
continue.  Please consider volunteering, ask a friend to 
join you! Contact Kendra Zalewski at 973-571-9355 or 
email at klzalewski@hotmail.com if you are interested 
in volunteering for any of the positions listed below.  
Thank you for your support!   
 


· Co-President - need 1 
· CO-SCPRIP Accountant - need 1 
· Carnival Food - need 1  
· Class Baskets - need 1  
· Family Outing - need 2  
· Fourth Grade Farewell – Chair - need 1  
· Fourth Grade Farewell – Event - need 1  
· Fourth Grade Farewell – Luncheon - need 2  
· Fourth Grade Farewell – Yearbook - need 1  


· Hot Lunch – Pasta Organizer -  need 1  


· Hot Lunch – Chicken Organizer - need 1 


· Lunchtime Craft - need 2 


· Publicity - need 2 
· Secret Shoppe Committee - need 2 
· Spring Parent/Teacher Luncheon - need 3 
· Volunteer Coordinator - need 1 
· Walk to School Coordinator - need 2 
· Webmaster - need 1 
· Weekly Bulletin Co-Editors - need 1 
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Earth Day 2014 Book Swap! 


From April 7 to April 21 all students are invited to 
bring to school one gently used book that they 
already read to participate in the school-wide Book 
Swap! Write a brief letter about the book that you 
are turning in, place it in an open envelope with your 
name and grade and tape it inside the front cover. 
April 24 is book swap day, every student that 
brought a book will receive one and we will talk 
about more ways to help our planet. For more 
information please see the attached flyer or contact 
the Environmental Committee at 
gmachnowski@gmail.com.  Thank you! 
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Box Tops Needed 
 
We will be submitting Box Tops this month.  
Please help raise money for Forest Ave School by 
clipping and sending in box tops coupons from 
household products that you already purchase! 
Box Tops can be sent to school via your child's 
folder in an envelope or ziploc bag. 
 
 


    
 


Attached please find an invitation to our 2014 Art 
Show on Thursday, March 27th, 2014. 
We look forward to seeing you and your family that 
evening! 
 
 
 
 


Save The Date!! 
4th Grade Pool Party this year will be on June 12, rain date 
June 13. 
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Spring Gift Card Sale 
 
Gift cards are great way to thank a dedicated 
teacher, treat the special women in your life on 
Mother’s Day, congratulate your graduate, and 
make dad smile! Not giving Gift Cards this year? 
You can always use them yourself to purchase gifts 
at your favorite shops. A gift card is the gift that 
always fits! When you purchase a participating 
retailer's gift card through the Forest SCA, Forest 
Ave School will receive a donated portion of the 
sale. It's the perfect way to help Forest Ave School 
and get all of your shopping done at the same time! 
Attached is the list of participating retailers in this 
year's program and the order form. Orders are due 
on April 2 for delivery during the week of April 
7. If you have any questions please feel free to 
contact Kathy Bosco at 973-857-2747 or Lillian 
Vega at 973-433-7033. 


 


 
 


Attached please find the SCA Meeting Minutes 
from March 17th. 


 
 


Reminder:  Please remember to send in 
your SCRIP payments promptly.  Thank 
you! 


Editor(s) – Meryem Gumusayak                 e-mail: meryemgms@gmail.com  by 3 P.M. Tuesday or call (732) 513-8560           
SCA President – Jennifer Fleming   e-mail:  jendan.fleming@gmail.com or call (973) 415-7920 
Forest Avenue Principal – Jeff Monacelli  e-mail:  jmonacelli@veronaschools.org  


Forest Avenue School Website:  www.veronaschools.org  (select “Schools” then select “Forest”) 
Bulletin and all attachments (as well as homework) are available online. 








 


 


B-Line News     
 
 
 
 
Busy Bee Scrip Program-  March orders will be 
placed on March 14th, in time for Family Night, 
which is scheduled for March 26th.  If you need 
an order form or have any questions, please 
contact Kate Curren at 
katefullercurren@gmail.com or 973-857-8663. 
 
 
Shoparoo- Do you shop at Costco or BJs?  Do 
you shop at CVS or Target?  And everyone 
grocery shops...so why not participate in 
Shoparoo. All you need to do is take a picture of 
your grocery receipts with the Shoparoo app 
made for your smartphone or iPad. It doesn’t 
matter what you buy- every receipt submitted 
from a grocer, super center, club store, dollar 
store, drugstore, convenience mart or pet supply 
store results in a donation to our school! So, what 
are you waiting for? Simply download the free 
app from the Apple App Store or the Google Play 
Store by searching ‘shoparoo’ and then select our 
school as your chosen cause. Since there is no 
limit to how much money we can raise with 
Shoparoo, be sure to invite your friends and 
neighbors to join in- every receipt counts! 
 
 
 


 


Principal:  Dr. Anthony Lanzo SCA Co-Presidents: Antonia Castner & Alice Poueymirou 


Dates to 
Remember… 


Sat., 3/1-   Pre-Kindergarten Workshop 10am 
 
Mon., 3/3-  Read Across America Week  


       SCA Meeting 7pm 
          
Tues., 3/4-   SCA Pasta Lunch 
 
Thurs., 3/6-   SCA Pizza Lunch 
 
Mon., 3/10-   Kindergarten Trip- Imagine That! 
 
Tues., 3/11-   Verona Schools Special Election 


         7am to 9pm 
         Author Visit- Gordon Korman 1pm 


 
Thurs., 3/13-   SCA Mexican Lunch 
   
Fri., 3/14-   12:30 Dismissal  
        Half Day Snack 
 
Thurs., 3/20-   SCA Pizza Lunch 
 
Tues., 3/25-   B-Line Articles Due 
 
Wed., 3/26-   Verona Family Night 
            4th Grade Trip- Sterling Mine 
 
Thurs., 3/27-   SCA Chicken Lunch 
             Incoming Kindergarten Parent Orientation  


            7pm 
 
 
 


Pomptonian Lunch Dates 
Pomptonian will be serving lunches on 
the following dates:  March 3, 5, 7, 10, 11, 
12, 17, 18, 19, 21, 24, 25, 26, 28 and 31. 
Please remember all 
lunches must be preordered. 


Contact Us 


B-Line Editor:  Valerie Balogh 


Email:  jayb41@verizon.net 
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October 2013 F.N. Brown School- Home of the Bees 


 


And A Special Thank You Goes to… 
 


*The Valentine’s Day Project 
Committee!  


 


A big thank you to Heidi Dunphy, Carli Crinion and Traci Dunn.  
You did a fabulous job organizing the Valentine’s Day Project.  


 


We’re sure the recipients were thrilled to receive the beautiful 
cards our F. N. Brown children created for them. 


 


 


 
 


March 
 


Isabella McMillan, Ava Marchetta,  
Molly McCabe, Maile O’Neill, Wyatt Coyle, 


Dominic Houck, Nicholas Testa,  
Sabine Matta, Addisyn Garthwaite, 


Augustine Stocker, Jeremy Williams, 
James Piccirillo, Thomas Sabo,  


Dominick Latino, Andrew Trapani,  
Jaye Auriemma,  


Mia Viganola 
 
 


F.N. BROWN – THE BEST 
SCHOOL IN TOWN! 


More B-Line News 
Note from the Treasurer - For those 
submitting expenses for various programs, 
please place your receipts in an envelope 
along with your name and a short explanation 
of the expense. All reimbursement checks will 
be returned to the SCA mailbox in the main 
office within 24-48 hours.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Dawn Mulligan,  
jifclaims@comcast.net.  
 
Oliver's Labels- With the warmer weather 
approaching and layers of clothes needed, 
Oliver's Labels are the practical way to 
identify all your family's belongings. The 
labels are waterproof and tags are made of 
high-performance, scuff-proof materials and 
are dishwasher, microwave and washer/dryer 
safe. Customize and preview your labels 
instantly with your name and choice of over 
70 colorful designs!  Visit 
www.oliverslabels.com/fnbrown today! F.N. 
Brown receives 20% of all purchases. 
 


 
 


Box Tops for Education 
Please remember to send in 
your box tops!  We earn 10 
cents for FN Brown for 
each box top that’s 
collected.  Just clip, save 
and send them in.  Thanks! 
 


Tae Kwon Do & Yoga –  Thanks to the  
F. N. Brown SCA for sponsoring our Tae 
Kwon Do and Yoga programs at recess.  
Yoga wrapped up in February and the 
final Tae Kwon Do class will take place 
on March 3rd.   Hopefully the weather will 
cooperate and we can get outside again 
soon. 







FREDERIC N. BROWN SCHOOL                                     125 GROVE AVENUE 
                       VERONA, NEW JERSEY  07044                                             TELEPHONE: (973) 571-6753   FAX: (973) 571-6769                             
            Anthony V. Lanzo, Ed.D. 
                                              Principal                    
 
March 1, 2014 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
 
Welcome to March!  “Spring is around the corner” is a phrase that most are very happy to hear as winter 
closes. We are “busy bees” at FNB.  Please note the following March highlights.  
 
Read Across America – March 2nd  
Read Across America is approaching!  This is a special day to honor the work of Dr. Seuss and it 
promotes the importance of reading.  We will be celebrating on Monday, March 3rd  – Wednesday, March 
5th . I was very excited to approve these activities that were developed by Mrs. Walker with input from the 
teachers.   
 
Monday, March 3rd  
We will have an assembly on Monday, March 3rd at 8:45 AM in the auditorium.  Please feel free to join us. 
 Students will take a “Reader’s Oath” at our assembly.  We will also have preselected fourth grade 
students read aloud various facts about Dr. Seuss.  The staff will join me in a round robin reading of the 
Dr. Seuss classic “The Cat in the Hat”.  Mrs. Szybist will lead us in the song “Green Eggs and Ham”.  We 
will also have two D.E.A.R. (Drop Everything and Read) sessions during the day. Everyone will be 
prepared to read a book for pleasure when the announcements are made. We will conclude our day with 
an all school sing along of “Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss!”   
 
Tuesday, March 5th 
We have various guest readers joining us throughout the day.  The list of guest readers includes the 
following Verona staff members: 


• Mr. Steven Forte, Superintendent of Schools 
• Mr. Charlie Miller, Director of Curriculum  
• Mr. Howard Freund, HBW Assistant Principal 
• Mr. David Galbierczyk, VHS Assistant Principal  
• Mrs. Libby Skinner, Director of Special Services  
• Ms. Yvette McNeal, HBW Principal 
• Mrs. Jennifer Kleinknecht, HBW Media Specialist  


 
 
Wednesday, March 6th 
We will have “Class Reading Buddies”.  Classes will buddy up to read favorite stories with a 
partner or small group.   
 
 
 
Please note the following Dr. Seuss Dress Up Days: 







! Monday, March 3rd:      
Fox in Socks Day:  Wear “crazy” socks. 


! Tuesday, March 4th:  
Green Eggs and Ham Day:  Wear green.  


! Wednesday, March 5th:  
Oh the Places You’ll Go Day: Wear a college sweatshirt/t-shirt or a special destination shirt.  


 
 
Developmental Reading Assessment  
The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA 2) will be administered to all K-4 students by the 
classroom teachers during the month of March.  The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA 2) is 
a quick, accurate, research-based assessment that helps teachers target instruction for student 
success. The research-based and validated Developmental Reading Assessment by Joetta Beaver 
and classroom teachers assists teachers with pinpointing students' strengths and abilities as readers 
in a quick, one-on-one conference.  The results of the assessment are used by teachers while 
developing future lesson plans for whole group, small group and one on one instruction.  Classroom 
teachers are released from the classroom for one full school day in order to conduct the assessment. 
The assessment takes place in a quiet location in the building.  Substitute teachers are secured to 
cover the individual classrooms while the teachers conduct the assessment.  
 
Friday Folder 
Please remember to check the district “Friday Folder” on the district website 
(www.veronaschools.org).  This folder contains district and/or building announcements posted by the 
Superintendent’s office.  
 
Pre-K Registration 
Please remind neighbors, friends and relatives that live in the FNB community to register their 
child(ren) for kindergarten 2014 as soon as possible. 


 
Pomptonian Lunch 
Please note that Pomptonian is no longer accepting late lunch orders.  Please review the monthly 
due date and plan accordingly. Late lunch orders will be returned.   
 
Thank you for your support! Happy spring!  
 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Anthony Lanzo  
 
 
Anthony Lanzo         







 


March 2014 ~ Message from 
F.N. Brown SCA President 


 
Dear F.N. Brown Families ~ 
 


Think Spring! Budding flowers and warmer temperatures are right around the corner and 
we would like to extend a thank you to all of our executive board, committee members, 
class parents and other volunteers who always help out when needed.  We value the effort 
our F.N. Brown community takes in making our school a better place for our sprouting 
children to grow and learn.  Thank you all for taking time out of your busy life to volunteer 
time and support SCA activities.  
 


We hope the students enjoyed the Tae Kwon Do and the Yoga program for indoor days 
during the last few winter months. The SCA thanks the staff at Talium of Cedar Grove and 
Grace Dance & Yoga of Verona. 
 


The lunch program volunteers, library, technology and art volunteers, class parents, and 
Wednesday packet assembly volunteers have worked hard all winter to keep things running 
smoothly. We have another upcoming Author Visit with Gordon Korman scheduled in 
March and the BMX crew will be here this Spring as well for another fun filled assembly. 
 
Please mark your calendars for a great Mom’s night out at Pinot’s Palette on April 25th.  
Twenty percent of the proceeds from this event will be donated to the F.N. Brown SCA and 
it will be a fun night of painting and Spring socializing after a winter full of snow. 
 
Thank you for all of the Pennies for Patients donations – we all raised close to $500 for the 
Lymphoma/Leukemia Society. Special thanks to Ms. Passage, Mrs. Brancato and Dr. 
Lanzo for organizing. 
 
Another easy way to support the school through the SCA is by participating in the Busy Bee 
Bucks program.  There are a wide variety of cards like Target, Dunkin Donuts or Whole 
Foods to choose from and a recent addition is the Fairway Market Gift Card.  Shoparoo 
and Box Tops are also great ways to contribute at no cost.  Thanks! 
 


The Nominating Committee will be distributing information regarding positions for next 
year. Joining a committee is a positive way to experience your child in their school 
community. All of the students at F.N. Brown benefit from the events, activities and 
fundraising work that is run by the SCA. Volunteers are vital to keep the programs in place 
and running during the next school year.  Without volunteer support from parents, there 
could be no SCA lunch program, special assemblies, Fun Fair, Bingo Night, Book Fair, or 
fundraising for events like Fourth Grade Farewell and so on… there are so many benefits 
that our children enjoy – please consider joining a committee to help the process. 
 


Happy St. Patrick’s Day and Happy Spring ! 
 
Antonia Castner and Alice Poueymirou 
SCA Co-Presidents 







 
ACTIVITIES AT F.N. BROWN SCHOOL 
 
 
KINDERGARTEN – CATHERINE ORSINI, MARIA PERRI & MICHELE STARANKA 
 


We started off February with Groundhog’s Day and boy was that groundhog right!  The end of 
winter is nowhere in sight!  Although February is the shortest month and we spent our share of days 
snowed in; we were very busy in our Kindergarten classrooms!   
 We celebrated the 100th day of school with many fun activities!  Our students made hats, crowns, 
belts and banners to show that they are 100 days smarter.  We counted to 100 many different ways, drew 
100 shapes, made a pizza with 100 toppings, walked 100 steps, and many other fun 100 things!   
 The students joined F.N. Brown for their One School,  One Book activity!  They read along at 
home with their families and even listened in school while pretending they were on the beach!  We 
collected lots of money in Kindergarten for a great cause, Alex’s Lemonade Stand!  We even got to meet 
the author of the story, The Lemonade War!  She shared some of her other stories with us and even some 
tips about writing!  Thanks to Mrs. Walker and our SCA for making this possible.  It was a lot of fun for 
everyone! 
 Valentine’s Day was celebrated by making mailboxes and delivering Valentines to all of our 
classmates and teachers.  It was a special day to show how much we care about each other.   
 In Math, we are learning to add and subtract.  The students have learned vocabulary such as, plus, 
minus, joining and taking away.   Try to practice adding and subtracting at home with real life situations! 
 The students are making great progress in reading and writing!  Continue to work on reading and 
sight words at home in order to help them improve. 
 
FIRST GRADE –ANNA COLLINS & ERICA MC KENNA 
  


With February came a love for learning in First grade!  The First graders were very busy with 
Groundhog’s Day, Valentine’s Day, the 100th Day of School, and learning about Abraham Lincoln and 
George Washington.  Wow, what a month!! 
           In Math, the students have finished topic nine in which they learned how to compare and order 
numbers to 100.  They learned how to use a hundreds chart, to look at the tens and ones in a two-digit 
number and put them in order from least to greatest and vice versa, as well as used a number window to 
locate 10 more, 10 less, 1 more, and 1 less.   
 In Social Studies, the first graders learned about our first president, George Washington and our 
sixteenth president, Abraham Lincoln.  They discussed the similarities and differences of the two 
presidents by using a Venn Diagram.  The first graders also enjoyed watching videos about the presidents 
on Brain Pop Jr. as well as taking the online quiz!  They had an opportunity to listen to some great 
biographies and other Non-Fiction stories about these two presidents.  Ask your child about some of the 
fun facts they learned about Washington and Lincoln, you will be amazed at what they learned!   
 In Reading, the first graders have been hard at work during reading workshop.  They have been 
reading either independently, with a partner, or as a whole group and then they are responsible for 
responding to the story by writing two sentences or more.  Please remember to read to or with your child 
every night for at least 15 minutes.  We can’t express enough how truly important that is as they grow as 
readers.  Also remember to ask questions before, during, and after reading.  Comprehension is key! 
 In Science, Mrs. Collins’ children had an opportunity to choose their favorite season of the year 
and dress a person to match this season.  They also had to do a writing piece which supported why they 
chose this one season.  In Mrs. McKenna’s class the students each made seasons of the year window 
frame showing all four seasons.  They too chose their favorite season to write about.  This was a great 
culminating activity for the science unit on Seasons. 
     Please continue to use math in practical ways at home as well as listen to your child read as often as 
possible!  Now that The Lemonade War is complete, please continue to read to your child’s Baggie Book 
nightly. Thank you! 







 
SECOND GRADE –  MARIA GRAZIANO,  NANCY HISCANO & LAURA QUINN 
 


After a long and snowy winter we will be so happy to welcome spring this month! One School, 
One Book was such a huge success and now we are excited to celebrate Dr. Seuess’s birthday and Read 
Across America week. We will be kicking off this event with an all-school assembly and we will 
participate in different dress up days. We will also be participating in reading activities with other classes 
in the school. We will learn about Dr. Seuss and read many of his books in class. This will all be a nice 
introduction to the show that we will be seeing at the end on April, Seussical the Musical.  


In Reading Workshop, we have started a new unit called Communities. We will explore literature 
focused on rural, urban, and suburban life. This ties in nicely with our Social Studies unit on 
Communities which we will be exploring soon.  Please continue to read your “just right” books each night 
at home. This will help improve fluency and stamina.  


In Math, we are beginning a topic on three digit addition and subtraction. We will revisit 
regrouping and solving problems in the expanded form. Continue practicing basic facts at home as it will 
be important to master these skills as the math curriculum becomes more challenging. Be sure to spend 
time reviewing the word problems on daily homework sheets since this is an area that many of us are 
trying to improve.  


In Writing, we are exploring persuasive writing and will be working on different forms of this 
style, such as book (and other types of) reviews and travel brochures. We continue to practice the good 
writing skills of sentence structure, content, detail, and mechanics. 


The classes have been sharing their home-school connections based on Conflict Resolution. We 
are having fun as we learn about I Messages, Reflective and Active Listening, and Cooling Off Strategies 
through lessons taught in class. We will also practice and role play scenarios with our Fourth Grade Peace 
Pals. 
 
THIRD GRADE –  MEGAN PELLEGRINO & KAREN SABATINO 
 


With the snow finally thawing out and the sun beginning to shine third grade at F.N. Brown is 
certainly looking a lot like a perfectly dug out garden.  The seeds that were planted in early 
September/October are beginning to bloom into beautifully colorful flowers.  The students have grown so 
much over the past few months and are certainly looking like mature, knowledgeable and responsible 
students. 
 In the month of March, the students finished their personal essays with a celebration of their 
wonderful writings.  Students finished creating book reviews, reflecting on stories and novels through our 
writer’s workshop unit literary essays.  They had a choice to write a book review or a persuasive letter.  
Through writing they learned how to analyze a story and write a book review including a brief summary, 
the theme, a personal life connection to the story, an “I wonder” moment of the story and who they 
recommend this story to and why.  For persuasive letter writing, the students were introduced to this 
writing using the book, I wanna Iguana.  Topics for persuasive letters were discussed and students 
composed convincing persuasive letters.  All classes are now working on honing their writer’s craft in the 
wonderful world of fiction writing.  After our author’s visit with Jaqueline Davies the students were 
thoroughly excited to begin creating descriptive characters, conflict and rising conflict, the climax and 
then a strong ending.    
 In reader’s workshop the students are working collaboratively within their guided reading groups.  
Each group has a book that they are reading as a “book talk” or “book group”.  The students are utilizing 
the skills and concepts that they learned in the beginning of reading workshop to hold discussions of their 
thinking as they read the book together.  Each group is meeting with the teacher throughout the week to 
discuss their findings, share their insight and make inferences going forward in the book.  All students 
focused this month on providing evidence from the text to support their thinking as they read.  As always, 
students thoroughly enjoyed Read across America activities in the beginning of March.  
 







 In Math, students have been focusing on division concepts and meanings as well as learning about 
fractions.  Students were able to use repeated subtraction as a strategy on how to divide as well as locating 
fractions on a number line.  
     In Science, the third graders enjoyed their first field trip to The Scientific Circus at The South 
Orange Performing Arts Center.  The students were introduced to Mr. Fish and Trent his mime assistant.  
They learned many fundamental scientific concepts such as:  gravity, the center of gravity, the speed of 
sound and light, centripetal force as well as force and friction.  This led wonderfully into the introduction 
of our unit on Force and Motion.   
 In Social Studies, both classes focused on immigration.  Through several wonderful picture books, 
the students have been able to make connections, inferences and travel to a time period of life in a foreign 
country and the struggles people had immigrating to America.  The students were also learning about 
children who have immigrated recently to America and the immigration process years ago.  This led into 
our unit study of the Titanic.  The students learned about their own ancestors and when they immigrated 
to America through an at home project with their familes!  
 We hope that all FN Brown Families are as ready for the sun and warm weather as we are!!!  
 
FOURTH GRADE – MARY ANN FORCE & LOU WAIBEL 
 


Fourth graders are continuing our essay unit in writing.  Students have been publishing essays on 
various topics utilizing persuasive language to influence the reader’s opinion.  They have incorporated 
exact details and examples to support their main idea, or thesis statement.  Students enjoyed celebrating 
their writing with classmates.   
 The fourth graders are also continuing our non-fiction study in Reader’s Workshop.  Through texts 
they have practiced identifying text features and structure.  They have learned how features, such as 
captions or headings can guide their reading and deepen their understanding of non-fiction texts.   Rich 
discussions are on-going comparing and contrasting the skills required for fiction and non-fiction reading.  
We are also incorporating guided reading into our program. Guided reading enables students to practice 
strategies leading to more independent reading. Through this activity we provide a range of reading 
experiences and instruction necessary to help our students become better readers. 
 In Math students are learning about the connection between fractions and decimals.  They are 
learning that each fraction, mixed number and decimal can be associated with a unique point on the 
number line. 
             As part of our conflict resolution program we are presently highlighting reflection listening. We 
are emphasizing the reasons for good listening and what characteristics of listening we should practice. 
Students are learning that good listening helps to gain information, understand people’s feeling and know 
how someone feels. 
             In Social Studies, students are exploring patriot and loyalist views during the American 
Revolutionary time period.  We are discussing how England’s rule affected colonists’ beliefs and actions.  
Ask your child to sing you the “Revolution” song for an interesting take on American History! 
 In Science we are continuing our study of the rock cycle and how weathering and erosion help 
shape Earth’s surface and how soil is formed. Students are learning how to evaluate relationships of 
science, technology and society. 
 
TECHNOLOGY – JENNIFER HOGAN 
 


Happy Spring!  In Technology, Kindergartners have been learning how to type using Microsoft 
Word.  Students had to type the beginning letter sounds for words. They also had to try and match clip art 
pictures to the word with the correct spelling, learning phonics and how to arrange images in the process.  
For math practice, students used virtual gumballs to complete basic addition problems and had fun 
playing some online addition games.  We celebrated Valentine’s Day by using paint buckets and text 
boxes to create pictures, and we celebrated the 100th Day of school by completing online math activities 
using numbers up to 100! 


In First Grade students made wonderful “All About Me” slide shows. They learned to use 
different tools in Kid Pix and how to save, open and create transitions between slides. Students continued 







their Word editing lessons by adding correct capitalization and punctuation to sentences.  First Graders 
also brushed up on their math skills by manipulating virtual tens and ones blocks to make and add 
numbers. The Second Grade classes also worked on editing documents and worked on their grammar at 
the same time by completing noun and verb lessons.  Students learned how to research weather patterns 
online and became weather forecasters, creating their own weather reports.  Second grade is now being 
introduced to Microsoft PowerPoint and will soon begin work on their first presentations. 


During Star Lab week the third grade classes completed a Start Lab Web Quest, learning about the 
seasons, moon phases and constellations.  Fourth Grade classes learned how to enter information into 
Excel and how to make a graph using that input.  The third and fourth grade classes were introduced to 
Paint.net, a beginning graphic design program, and were able to generate pictures using multiple layers in 
their designs.  In conjunction with our EbD program, the third and fourth grade classes have completed 
projects documenting all aspects of the Hydrologic Cycle that they have learned, researched, and 
observed. These projects were presented to their peers on the Smart Board. They really did a great job! 


Finally, as part of F.N. Brown’s ongoing Character Education, all grades had “Cool School” Day!  
This is a favorite to most classes.  The students travel through a virtual school building, solving conflicts 
and earning letters, making the school a better and kinder place for all.  The link to this game can be 
found on my school website. http://www.veronaschools.org/Page/3052. 
 
LIBRARY – CORISA WALKER 
 


Thank you so much for your participation in our One School, One Book program.  I hope that you 
enjoyed reading The Lemonade War as a family.  We all loved meeting the author of the book Jacqueline 
Davies.  A very special thanks to the SCA for funding our author visits!  We are excited to have another 
author visit coming up on March 11th.  Gordon Korman, author of the Swindle series will be at F.N. 
Brown in the afternoon!   


March is always a special time in the library, as we kick-off Read Across America with a special 
assembly, Dr. Seuss themed dress-up days, guest reader’s and Reading Buddies.  We will also be reading 
lots of Dr. Seuss’ books.  March also brings “March Madness” for poetry.  Students will be filling out 
brackets and their chosen poems will “play” each other until a winner is determined.  It is great fun! 
Thanks to all of the parent volunteers for your time and service!   
 
VOCAL MUSIC 
 


Although it’s hard to imagine that Spring is just around the corner, the music department 
continues to look toward the busy spring performance schedule ahead.  We are planning for many spring 
and all district concerts, as well as a variety of school events and assemblies. 


This year the third and fourth grade vocal students will perform their Spring Concert on Thursday, 
April 10, at 7:00 pm. Students are hard at work with preparations and we are looking forward to an 
evening filled with song…..no matter what the weather may bring. 
  I would like to request “nice” dress for the evening, no jeans, shorts or t-shirts please. A skirt/dress 
or pants and shirt/blouse would be appropriate. Also, please keep in mind that footwear should be sensible 
and appropriate. I can tell you from personal experience that flip-flops on choral risers can be disastrous.   


We are anxiously awaiting the Spring season at FN Brown and look forward to seeing you on the 
10th. 
 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
 


The instrumental students are working on new skills and learning new notes and rhythms. Our 
concert is fast approaching and we are getting excited. This is a very daunting task and the key to success 
is following through at home. A short and daily practice routine is essential in turning these concepts into 
good habits of mind in their instrumental studies. It is the daily work that is the most beneficial way for 
students to improve both more thoroughly and efficiently. At this point in the year, students should 
practice for 15 minutes a day, and it is that every day part that is crucial. A long period of time on a 
couple of days is not the same and can actually be detrimental since young students don’t have enough 







physical stamina to sustain a long, individual practice session. If there is only time for five minutes of 
practice, don’t skip thinking it isn’t enough. Five minutes then, are much better than trying to make it up 
on another day. 


There are many songs for this concert. Some are short and are the ones we use to introduce and 
develop our concepts and notes. (You should recognize “Old MacDonald”, “Skip To My Lou”, and 
“Bingo” among others). Some are full band arrangements that incorporate these elements. This is a much 
more demanding concert than the first and as such, students need to spend as much time at home working 
on this material as they can. As always, some students will be working on a solo or duet performance as 
well. This music is in addition to their other songs, and it needs to be practiced equally along with the 
band songs. 


Besides our own school concert, we also have the town-wide elementary band concert. This 
concert combines all four elementary schools into one giant band to perform on the big stage at VHS. It is 
very exciting! There may even be a special guest appearance by our own high school jazz band known as 
Verona Jazz & Beyond.  


Verona Summer Music is a terrific way for students to begin an instrument, start a second 
instrument, or improve on the instrument they already play. The entire music staff highly recommends 
students attend this program. In addition to playing every day, it’s a time when students don’t have other 
academic demands and are able to really embed the correct concepts into their musical skills. We teach all 
band instruments as well as piano, guitar, bass guitar, music theory, concert band, and choir. We 
accommodate scheduling conflicts with other town programs. For information on what is available for 
students, please visit our website: 
veronasummermusic.org. 


I look forward to seeing you at our two performances. Remember, 15 minutes a day. 
 
ATTENTION THIRD GRADE PARENTS: 


Verona Summer Music is the best place to get started on a band instrument. Next year, many of 
your children will want to play a band instrument. Those that get started in summer, are the students that 
usually progress the farthest and the quickest during the school year. 


Since I only see them once a week during the year, that head start in summer is very beneficial. 
They meet half as many times in the summer as I will meet with them during the entire school year. And 
since it is every day, the comprehension and retention is much greater. Get more information about this 
amazing program at:   veronasummermusic.org. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 


 
Dear Parents/Guardians:  


 


Read Across America Week was a HUGE success!  The children really loved all of 


the festivities.  Thank you to our guest, mystery readers!  As you know, we ended 


the week with everyone reading in the multi-purpose room in our pajamas and 


afterwards we watched two short, Seuss videos!   


 


March is a very busy month at Laning!  There are lots of special programs, trips and 


assemblies planned (see important dates below).  The CoGat testing will take place 


during the week of March 17
th


 for second, third and fourth grade students.  Testing 


lasts approximately 45 minutes a day.  Personally, I am SUPER-EXCITED to attend 


the Laning Tricky Tray at the Grove on Wednesday, March 12
th


!  I would like to 


especially thank the SCA Board and Tricky Tray Committee for all of their hard 


work in preparing to make this a special evening.   


 


Please remember that Tuesday, March 11
th


 is the Board of Education 


Referendum Vote.  Remind your friends and neighbors to go out and vote. The 


polls are open from 7:00 AM to 9:00 PM. If you still need additional 


information, please feel free to visit the district website.  


 


IMPORTANT MARCH DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 March 11 – Grade 1 Field Trip  


 March 11 – SCHOOL REFERENDUM VOTE – 7:00 AM – 9:00 PM 


 March 12 – Tricky Tray at the Grove from 6:30 – 10:30 


 March 14 – Chinese Patterns Assembly from 8:45 – 9:30 


 March 14 – FAMILY FUN NIGHT in the Laning Gym from 7:00 – 9:00 


 March 17 – 20 – CoGat Testing for Grades 2 – 4 


 March 17 – Irish Dance Assembly at 10:45 


 March 19 – Make Up Pasta Lunch  


 March 21 – Grade 4 Field Trip 


 March 28 – Ms. Yvette McNeal, the HBW Middle School Principal will meet with the 4
th                                                                                                  


          


graders from 1:15 – 2:15 


Sincerely, 


 


Julie DiGiacomo 


Principal 







A Message from Laning Avenue SCA Co-Presidents 


 
Dear Laning Parents:  


 


We hope you are just as ready for spring as we are!  February was quiet at Laning, but with 


spring on the horizon, things are about to get really busy.  


 


There are so many parents that make life at Laning fun and easier.  We would like to say Thank 


You to:  


  


 Marlo Spina and Tara Imbriano for their continued dedication to our SCRIP program.  


Every month they purchase and distribute numerous grocery cards to participating 


families. Don’t get SCRIP and would like to participate?  It’s never too late.  You may 


contact Marlo at marspin98@yahoo.com or Tara at tara.imbriano@gmail.com to sign up.  


Did you know that only 20% of Laning families participate in SCRIP on a regular basis?  


Let’s see if we can increase that number.  Funds raised through the SCRIP program help 


the SCA provide much needed technology for our teachers to use in their classrooms.  


You can make the difference!  


 The Kindergarten Workshop Committee co-chairs, Adele Spong and Melissa Ragan for 


putting together another successful workshop for our incoming kindergartners.  They also 


leave excited to come back another day. Many thanks to Dana DeMars, Casey Blaha, 


Annie Klinger, Natalie Moran, Kim Fio Rito, Cheryl Kaulback, Meggin McElroy, and 


the 2
nd


 Grade Brownies for their help with the kiddos.   


 Tricky Tray Committee for all their hard work and dedication.  Special thank yous to Lisa 


McGrath and Donna Ciccolini for their help in selling ticket bundles, Natalie Moran, 


Anthony Gardner, Dana DeMars, Lisa Freedman, Susan Nogales, Rubert Nogales, Diane 


Sposato, Damaris Dolan, Laurel Brolly, Leigh Onimus, Nicole Kobernick, Branka Kurta, 


Sarah Latson, Cheryl Kaulback for helping secure donations and assisting with basket 


wrapping.  With only 8 days left until this event, there is still much to do, especially the 


day of.  If you are available to give 30 minutes of your time to assist the evening of the 


Tricky Tray, please contact Dana DeMars at danaleigh_13@yahoo.com 


 Kim Fio Rito for organizing our upcoming Family Fun Night “Beach Party.”  We can’t 


wait to experience a little bit of summer, even in this dreary winter cold.  Look forward to 


seeing everyone there! 


 Jen Vogel, Lisa Hudson, Nancy Barnett, Lisa Freedman, Chris Kenrick, Eileen Petrino, 


Beth Shust and all the Hot Lunch volunteers for your hard work every Thursday to 


provide a hot meal to our kids, especially when it’s cold outside.  Every Thursday you 


bring a little joy to all those kids, and to us parents, that know we don’t have to pack a 


lunch on that day.  THANK YOU!!!! 


 4
th


 Grade Farewell Committee for their continued work putting together what we know 


will be a FANTASTIC send off for our 4
th


 Graders.   


 Mrs. DiGiacomo, Mrs. Buro, and Luigi for their continued support.  We wouldn’t be able 


to do all that we do if not for your willingness and openness to participation from parents.   
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Mark your calendars!  


March  


 


3/3-6:  Laning Kids Help the Hungry  


   3/6:  Hot Lunch-Chicken Fingers  


  3/11:  VOTING DAY! Polls open from 7 a.m.-9 p.m. 


  3/12:  Tricky Tray-6:30 p.m. @ The Grove 


  3/13:  Hot Lunch-Pasta  


  3/14:  Family Fun Night-Beach Party  


  3/14:  ½ Day-12:30 Dismissal  


  3/20:  Hot Lunch-Bagel  


  3/26:  VMAC  Family Night  


  3/27:  Hot Lunch-Pizza 


April 


 


   4/3:  Hot Lunch-Chicken Finger  


   4/7:  SCA Meeting  


   4/7-10:  Laning Kids Help the Hungry  


   4/9:  4
th


 Grade Visit to HBW 


   4/10:  Hot Lunch-Pasta 


   4/11:  Spirit Day  


   4/14:  School in Session-Make up snow day  


   4/15-4/18:  SPRING BREAK-School closed 


   4/22-4/23:  Parent/Teacher Conferences; 12:30 Dismissal 


   4/24:  Hot Lunch-Bagel 


 


Our next SCA Meeting is scheduled for April 7 @ 7 p.m.  


 


Sincerely,  


 


Joanna Breitenbach & Anthony Gardner, Co-Presidents  


 


          


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







Laning SCA Announcements 


 
Hot Lunch Committee 


February 13 Pasta Lunch Now On March 19 


Attention Laning parents: On February 13 the SCA pasta lunch had to be postponed due to the 


snow day. We will now serve that pasta lunch on Wednesday, March 19. If you signed up your 


child for the 2/13 pasta lunch, you need not do anything at this time, they will be served on 3/19. 


If you have any questions please contact Jen Vogel, jjv1014@gmail.com or Lisa 


Hudson, thehudsons18@yahoo.com. Thank you for your support of Laning SCA 


 


Substitute Hot Lunch Volunteers Needed TODAY 


Did you know that over 200 Laning students enjoy SCA Hot Lunches every Thursday? But did 


you also know that we no longer have enough volunteers to help every week? We need hot 


lunch substitute volunteers ASAP.  


 


Volunteering requires just one hour of your time, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on Thursdays. As of 


February 27, there are 13 regularly-scheduled lunches and 1 make-up lunch still to come. 


However, we will not be able to continue the hot lunch service we currently provide without 


enough volunteers each week.  Please consider giving one hour of your time to help maintain this 


program. 


 


If you have not been fingerprinted you may still be able to help if you have not helped yet.  


Contact Jen Vogel, 862-368-0898 or jjv1014@gmail.com. Thank you, Laning Parents, for your 


support of SCA Hot Lunch Program! 


- Jen Vogel and Lisa Hudson  


 


Book Fair 


 


  


 


 
 
 
 
 
 


 


 


The party is coming to Laning Ave. School when our 


annual Scholastic Book Fair arrives this spring! Join 


Laning in a joyful celebration of books, literacy, kids 


and family from May 1-3! There will be THREE 


shopping days this year. So get ready to browse for 


your next adventure. The Book Fair Committee is 


looking for all amigos to lend a hand, so please 


contact Kristin Shea (kshea3307@gmail.com) or Beth 


Shust (esyacono@yahoo.com) if you have some spare 


time to share.   


 


Kids, No time for siestas! Two weeks before the Book 


Fair, the Laning Ave. teachers and staff will be 


looking to catch students reading in our “Get Caught 


Reading” Raffle! Each time a student Gets Caught 


Reading, their name will be entered into a raffle for 


Scholastic dollars to be used at the Fair. One winner 


per class! See you at the Fiesta! 


 


Nacho Ordinary Book Fair! 
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Author Visit 


 


      
 


 


Award-winning author Lisa Funari-Willever will spend the day at Laning Ave. School on April 


7, visiting with students and talking about writing, life as an author and, of course, New Jersey, 


the backdrop for her Nicky Fifth series. She will sign all preordered books. An order form with a 


list of her available titles went home in backpacks on March 3.   


  


A native of New Jersey, Ms. Funari-Willever has written several books for children and even a 


book for new teachers. Her critically acclaimed Chumpkin was selected as a favorite by former 


First Lady Laura Bush and displayed at the White House; Everybody Moos at Cows! was 


featured on The Rosie O’Donnell Show; and Nicky  Fifth's Garden State Adventure and Nicky 


Fifth On...32 Dandelion Court have been on the prestigious New Jersey Battle of the Books list.  


In 2012, she appeared on the TLC hit show The Cake Boss. Her other titles include There’s a Kid 


Under My Bed; A Glove of Their Own; You Can’t Walk a Fish!; The Easter Chicken; Maximilian 


the Great; Where Do Snowmen Go?; The Culprit Was a Fly; Miracle on Theodore’s Street; 


Exciting Writing; and On Your Mark, Get Set, Teach. Her Nicky Fifth series features real-life 


Garden State locations, landmarks, restaurants, and shops.  Learn more about her and her books 


on these websites: www.nickyfifth.com and www.franklinmasonpress.com. 


 


Laning Supermarket Gift Card Fundraiser (SCRIP) 


 


 


Our Supermarket Gift Card (SCRIP) Program has raised $3,900 so far this 


year for Laning Avenue School. With your continued support, we can reach our 


goal of $6,000! We always have extra SCRIP on hand, so if you ever would like 


to make a one-time purchase before you head out to go shopping please let us 


know.  Please consider making a one-time purchase to help boost our sales and 


reach our goal of $6,000.   


 


Contact Marlo Spina at 973-768-7207 / marspin68@yahoo.com or Tara 


Imbriano at taraimbriano@gmail.com if you are interested in purchasing Gift 


Cards for Shoprite, Foodtown or Kings. Thank you for your support!   


*As always, participation is optional. 
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Laning Kids Help the Hungry 


Despite the multiple school closures during the February collection, I’m happy to report that we 


were still able to warm the hearts (and bellies) of many local families with our donations, so 


thank you! 


 


Also, a BIG thank you goes out to Natalie Moran for her help in organizing February’s 


collection and delivery!! 


 


This month’s Laning Kids Help the Hungry Food Drive* took place March 3 to 6. Next 


month’s collection will take place from Monday, April 7, to Thursday, April 10. Baskets will be 


distributed throughout the building to collect non-perishable items.  


 


What specifically could they use? 


Non-perishable, non-expired food: cereal, pasta & sauce, canned meat, vegetables and fruit, 


crackers, tuna, peanut butter & jelly.  In addition, soap, shampoo and toothpaste are also helpful 


donations, as well as, brown paper grocery bags (what a great way to recycle!). 


Thank you in advance for your generosity and support! 


- Jill Caporrimo 
*Participation is optional 


 


Box Tops for Education 


Keep clipping those Box Tops and using boxtops4marketplace.com for your online shopping.  


If you have any clipped Box Tops and you are desperately trying to get rid of them, please send 


them in a Ziploc bag in your child’s backpack. Thank you for supporting Box Tops! 


- Laurel Brolly and Sophia Yanniotis 


Labels for Education 


 
 


Don’t forget to look for and clip your Labels For Education UPC’s and caps from over 2,500 


participation products. 


 


Remember there are 2 WAYS you can earn Labels For Education. Clipping is one way and using 


your shopper card is the other! 


 


Don’t forget to register your ShopRite Price Plus card on elabelsforeducation.com to earn bonus 


points on Labels for Education products. 


 


Questions? Please contact Sophia Merti-Yanniotis, smyanniotis@gmail.com 



http://boxtops4marketplace.com/
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Cultural Arts Committee 


On March 14, Young Audiences will present a program called “China Patterns,” which was 


originally scheduled for January but rescheduled due to snow. 


 


“China Patterns” is an introduction to Chinese culture, customs, and dance.  It features thrilling 


sword dances, joyful folk pieces, and dances deeply rooted in the royal court.  The performance 


culminates with the “Red Ribbon Dance” – a regular feature of Chinese national holidays and 


celebrations. 


 


Environmental Committee 


The Second “R” = Reuse 


To reuse is to use an item more than once. This includes conventional reuse where the item is 


used again for the same function and new-life reuse where it is used for a new function. By 


taking useful products and exchanging them, without reprocessing, reuse helps save time, 


money, energy, and resources.  


One of the most common types of reuse in communities is the donation of clothing. However, we 


should not limit ourselves to only donating clothes. Most families have items that have reached 


the end of their usefulness and may seem like garbage, but might be valuable to someone else. 


Unfortunately, the larger/hard to donate items, such as plastic outdoor play sets, bicycles, 


strollers, and furniture, are the most difficult to keep out of landfills.  


 


Fortunately, thanks to the internet and a rising green movement, donating has become easier. 


Before putting your “garbage” on the curb, check out the following information for some easy 


ways to give things a second life: 


E-Waste Collection Electronics waste is growing exponentially. Recycling, or “E-cycling,” 


electronic items is critical for preserving landfill space and for ensuring that hazardous materials 


used to make electronics are properly disposed. http://www.ecyclingcentral.com/ and 


http://www.recyclingforcharities.com/index.php 


The Freecycle Network is a non-profit organization that organizes a worldwide network of 


“gifting” groups, aiming to divert reusable goods from landfills. “Changing the world one gift at 


a time” is The Freecycle Network’s official tagline. http://www.freecycle.org  


Green Demolitions sells luxury commercial surplus and donated kitchens, appliances, bathroom 


fixtures, home decor, etc. from houses being demolished and renovated. 


http://www.greendemolitions.com/index.html 


Second Life Bikes is a used bike sales and repair shop in Asbury, NJ. You can drop-off and 


donate your old bikes, and/or you can shop for a repurposed bike. http://www.thebikechurch.org/  


Big Brothers and Sisters: www.njpickup.org 


Vietnam Veterans of America: http://www.clothingdonations.org/maps/newJersey.htm 


Good Will: http://www.goodwillny.org/ 
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Tips on how to reuse or repurpose at home: 


1) Reuse your blankets and towels by bringing them to a local animal shelter. 


2) Reuse seeds from fruit and vegetables and try to grow them. 


3) Reuse coffee grinds by putting them in your garden or soil. 


4) Reuse kiddie pool water on plants and shrubs. 


5) Reuse your old toothbrush and use it to clean hard to reach places. 


6) Donate your old cell phone to Cell phones for soldiers 


http://www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com/about.html 


7) Reuse gift bags and gift wrap. 


8) Reuse old carpet scraps for moving furniture or roll up the carpet and use to kneel on 


when gardening. 


9) Reuse orange juice or milk containers and turn them into bird feeders. 


10)  Reuse a clean pizza box to save children’s art projects. 


Some additional ideas for reusing can be found at This Old House: 
http://search.thisoldhouse.com/search.html?Ntt=10+uses+for&bu=&x=21&y=10Y 


 


 


The next Laning SCA meeting will take place on 


April 7, 2014, at 7 p.m. in the Library. 


All Laning parents are welcome! 
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What’s Happening in Our Classrooms 


 
Kindergarten – Mrs. Suzanne Livelli, Mrs. Kristy McCabe, and Mrs. Kimberley Nochimson 


The kindergarteners had a fabulous February!  We were busy, busy, busy, but we had a lot of fun!  


We began the month by celebrating Groundhog Day.  We predicted what the weather would be 


like on February 2
nd


, and then we checked if our predictions were right.  We were so not so happy 


when we found out that Phil saw his shadow and boy was head right about the winter dragging on!   


Then we read Substitute Groundhog, which was a story about a groundhog that was too sick to 


work on Groundhog Day!   


 


In math, we continued to work on addition and subtraction and we are on our way to becoming 


pros!    We began writing How To books in Writing Workshop and in Reading Workshop we are 


learning about maps and our community. 


 


After all of our snow days, we were so excited to celebrate Valentine’s Day at school.   We made 


our own mailboxes and we handed out valentines to all of our friends.  We had fun making 


valentines for our parents too! 


 


In social studies, we learned about Abraham Lincoln and George Washington.  We learned about 


how these great men helped our country and why we remember them on President’s Day.  


 


The 100
th


 Day of School was a wonderful day!  We had a lot of fun sharing our 100 Day projects.  


We all made books with our families titled ‘Things That My Parents Have Told Me 100 Times!’  


Everyone had such beautiful pictures and wonderful ideas!  We wrote about what we would buy if 


we had 100 dollars and we also made pictures of what we might look like when we are 100 years 


old!   


 


Grade 1 - Mrs. Nancy Apisa and Mrs. Kristina Ellenbogen 


This month, our Laning first graders completed a science unit on “Objects in the Sky”. The 


students learned about the sun, the moon, and the constellations. Star Lab, the visiting planetarium, 


lent itself perfectly to this study.  It was truly a heavenly experience! 


  


February was a very busy month; the children learned about our presidents and our African-


American leaders. Valentine’s Day, rescheduled due to the big snow, was an enormous hit, 


especially since our students are now reading all the fun messages on their own. 


 


The first graders have been hard at work revising their writing through these cold winter days.  


Their dedicated efforts are paying off, especially when they share their writing with their third-


grade buddies! 


 


In technology class, the children are researching animals on the different continents.  Mrs. 


Giannuario has created a website for just this purpose, and the students read and take notes with 


their partners during computer class. 


  


The 100
th


 day of school was celebrated with read-alouds and a special writing activity. Now, we all 


feel 100 days smarter!   


 


 


 







Grade 2 - Mrs. Pamela Banta, Ms. Jennifer Kirby, and Mrs. Sage Nardi 


During the month of February, second graders studied numerous famous Americans. Biographies 


about Abe Lincoln and George Washington were read and compared. The historical contributions, 


which occurred during these time periods were discussed. Individual student booklets were created 


for each President. These booklets highlighted the important events that occurred during the lives 


of Lincoln and Washington.  


 


In science, second graders enthusiastically continued to study the sun, stars, constellations and 


planets, as they learned about our solar system, galaxy and universe. The highlight of the month by 


far was Star Lab! Second graders were beyond excited to have three visits this year. We studied 


winter constellations, like Orion, Taurus and Gemini, as well as circumpolar constellations that can 


be seen in our sky all year round, like the Big Dipper and Little Dipper. Students also enjoyed 


learning about their Zodiac signs and constellations. As a homework project, students created their 


own unique 3-D constellations, and wrote original tales about how their constellation came to be 


placed in the sky. Student stories focused on originality, sequence and detail. These amazing 


projects were placed in the hallway for everyone to read and admire! 


 


Math activities this month focused on place value to one thousand. Students studied expanded 


form and worked on comparing three digit numbers. They skip counted by tens and hundreds and 


looked for patterns in numbers. We finished up a unit that focused on non-fiction reading and 


students are doing an amazing job meeting is small guided reading groups. Their reading skills are 


growing tremendously! We are finishing up a non-fiction biography writing project as well. After 


creating a class book together, students interviewed an adult in their life and created a book about 


that special someone.  


 


Another highlight of February was our 100
th


 Day Celebration! We’ve never had the date change so 


much before, but the snow days finally calmed down and we celebrated being 100 days smarter on 


February 21. We had a blast dressing up like old ladies and old men and we enjoyed a variety of 


activities that centered around the number 100. 


 


We are looking forward to March and the arrival of spring! 


 


Grade 3 – Mrs. Jaime Ricci and Mr. Brian Samples 


The third grade has had a busy month of February.  In math, the third graders have continued work 


on multiplication and are continuing to studying their facts. We have also related multiplication to 


division, and have completed learning those facts.  Every third grader has enjoyed great success 


with learning their multiplication and division facts and concepts thus far.  Moving into March, we 


are beginning our extensive study of fractions. 


 


In science, we are studying different aspects of space, including the phases of the moon and in-


depth details about the planets. 


 


In language arts, students have done a fantastic job writing about informational social studies-


related content.  The students have done online research on an assigned continent, and the results 


have been detailed, educational pieces of informational writing. 


 


In social studies, the third grade continued their study of the world around us by learning about the 


continents. We have made it to our last continent and are now focusing on the United States.  


Soon, we will be busy learning our state abbreviations and capitals, and will use a book called The 







Little Man in the Map, which helps associate the states with different rhymes and pictures. This 


will come in handy when the children need to label all of the 50 States. 


 


To celebrate President’s Day, students also used writing skills to create a dialogue between George 


Washington and Abraham Lincoln.  Students exchanged Valentine’s Day cards and completed a 


“compliment chain” to celebrate Valentine's Day. The results were both touching and hysterical!   


 


Grade 4 – Mrs. Kristine DePoe and Mrs. Pamela Solomon 


All the snow that February brought did not slow down the fourth grade!  


 


In reading, students have been working with a variety of nonfiction text and are learning about 


different text structures. Students are discovering that if they chunk difficult text into smaller parts 


it makes the material easier to understand. Students have also been practicing their summarizing 


skills and are reading an assortment of nonfiction texts with their book club members.  


 


Writing persuasive essays, students learned how to convince others to see their point of view. 


Students had a great time sharing their thoughts and opinions on many interesting topics.  


 


Mathematicians completed the chapter on angle measurement and learned about geometry.  


Students enjoyed doing a variety of activities related to shapes, symmetry, and angles.   


 


The fourth graders are enjoying the physical science unit. This month we learned about atoms, 


elements, and compounds and also discovered what it means when a substance goes through a 


physical or chemical change.  


 


In social studies, students are learning that the colonists, many from New Jersey, were willing to 


take great risks to gain freedom and independence from Great Britain. 


 


Elementary Special Needs – Mrs. Jessica Jaruczyk 


In February, we learned about President’s Day and celebrated the 100
th


 day of school. Students 


read stories about President Lincoln and Washington and did puzzles about the Presidents. This 


month the students explored and learned about the various stars and constellations in the Star Lab. 


Due to all the snow we have had, students continued to learn about appropriate clothing for the 


weather and winter activities. They continued to work on learning appropriate target behavior for 


kindergarten such as remaining on task and following directions using ABA programs. Students 


continue to work on their individualized programs and making progress. 


 


Verona Pre-School Program 


 


Full Day Preschool Teacher - Grace Minervo-Buneo 


The preschoolers are working hard exploring the letters of the alphabet and learning their 


addresses and phone numbers.  Our themes this month were home, town and community helpers.  


The children had fun painting large boxes in the shape of houses and coloring and labeling a large 


drawing of a town.  We read books about community helpers and the jobs they do and explored 


what they wear using dress up clothes and props.  The preschoolers look forward to taking a trip 


into the community in early March.   


 


 


 


 







Preschool  -  Mrs. Pauline Jennis and Mrs. Mary Ann Bifulco 
In February the preschool classes focus on “community” in and outside the classroom. One of our 


themes is community helpers.  This year we will take a field trip to the post office, police station, 


library and municipal building.  We learned about the roles and responsibilities of all the 


community helpers in our neighborhood.  The children are also learning their addresses and phone 


numbers. 


 


We celebrated Valentine’s Day.  The children learned about friendship, love and caring.  They 


exchanged valentine cards with their friends and teachers.  They made beautiful cards for their 


Moms and Dads. 


 


March Birthdays 


 
Jessica T.  


Camila C.  


Yianni Y.  


Michael C.  


Matthew T.  


Jonathan C.  


Marcus D.  


Ryan R.  


Madison L.  


Jadyn C.  


Olivia E.  


Dionisia Y.  


Michelle B.  


Giovanni Z.  


Christian C.  


Emma D.  


Meghan K.  


Kaitlyn M.  


Joseph P.  


 


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







Mark Your Calendars 


 


March 2014 


Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 
2  3 


Laning Kids Help 
the Hungry 


 
SCA Meeting 


 
Kindergarten 


Parent Orientation 


 4 
Laning Kids Help 


the Hungry 


 5 
Laning Kids Help 


the Hungry 


 6 
Laning Kids Help 


the Hungry 
 


SCA Hot Lunch, 
Chicken Fingers 


 7  8 


             
9  10  11 


First Grade Field 
Trip 


 
School 


Referendum Vote  


 12 
Tricky Tray 
Fundraiser 


 13 
SCA Hot Lunch, 


Pasta 


 14 
½ Day 


 
Chinese 


Patterns 
Assembly 


 
Family Fun 


Night 
 


 15 


16  17 
CoGat Testing for 


Grades 2-4 
 


Irish Dance 
Assembly 


 


 18 
CoGat Testing for 


Grades 2-4 


 19 
CoGat Testing for 


Grades 2-4 
 


Make-Up SCA Hot 
Lunch, Pasta 


 20 
CoGat Testing for 


Grades 2-4 
 


SCA Hot Lunch, 
Bagel 


 21 
Fourth Grade 


Field Trip 


 22 


23  24  25  26 
VMAC Family Night 


 27 
SCA Hot Lunch, 


Pizza 


 28 
Fourth Graders 


Meet HBW 
Principal 


 29 


30  31           


 


April 2014 


Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 
             
    1  2 


 
 3 


 
SCA Hot Lunch, 


Chicken Fingers 


 4  5 
 


             
6  7 


Laning Kids Help 
the Hungry 


 
SCA Meeting 


 


 8 
Laning Kids Help 


the Hungry 


 9 
Laning Kids Help 


the Hungry 
 


Fourth Grade Visits 
HBW 


 10 
Laning Kids Help 


the Hungry 
 


SCA Hot Lunch, 
Pasta 


 11 
Spirit Day 


 12 
Pre-K 


Workshop 


             
13  14 


Schools Open 
(Make-Up Snow 


Day) 


 15 
Schools Closed 


 16 
Schools Closed 


 17 
Schools Closed 


 18 
Schools Closed 


 


 19 


20  21 
 


 22 
½ Day  


 
Parent/Teacher 


Conferences 


 23 
½ Day 


 
Parent/Teacher 


Conferences 


 24 
SCA Hot Lunch, 


Bagel 


 25 
Earth Day 


Celebration and 
Spring Clean-Up 


 26 


27  28  29  30       


 








2014 Verona Mayor’s Charity Ball 
Saturday, May 3, 2014 


Richfield Regency   Verona, NJ 


6pm – 11pm 
 


For information on placing an ad in the 


advertisement journal or if  you would 


like to attend the Mayor’s Charity Ball, 


please send an email to: 


2014VeronaMayorBall@gmail.com. 
 


*proceeds to benefit various Verona charities 


*Verona Junior Woman’s Club *Trend Boutique *Coach Jeff Stiefbold and the 
VHS Girls Volleyball Team 


*Verona Lions Club *Ben Blinder 


*Verona UNICO *Prout Funeral Home *Bagelwich Bagel Bakery 


*Bob Detore *Bruce Williams *Mary Wilks 


*Verona Foundation for  
Educational Excellence 


*Miele’s Restaurant *Dino’s Verona Barber Shop 


2014 Honorees include: 



mailto:2014VeronaMayorBall@gmail.com






 
 


DATE:  FRIDAY, March 28, 2014 * 5:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. 


 


PLACE:  VERONA HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA 


  


Catered by The Thistle Restaurant, Kearny, NJ 


 


Eat In  *  Take Out   *  Walk-ins Welcome 


 


All meals include a drink and a dessert 


 


All proceeds benefit VHS Project Graduation 2014. 


************************************************************ 


MEAL PRE-ORDER:   Please return by March 11, 2014 


 


NAME: ____________________________Tel. #_______________________ 


 


_______ Total # of Adult Meals @ $15.00 each 


(Please specify number of each type of meal being ordered) 


Fish & Chips______ 


Chicken & Chips_______   


_______ Total # of Kids’ Chicken Nugget Meals at  


$10.00 each 


 


Return form and payment by mail to VHS, P.G. 2014, 151 Fairview Avenue, 


Verona, NJ  07044 or return the form and payment in an envelope marked ‘Fish 


Fry’ to the main office at your child’s school. (Checks payable to VHS Project 


Graduation 2014) 


Any questions, call Lucille Hahula (973) 294-4657. 








 


  
 


 


Strong Schools * Strong Students * Strong Verona 
 


APRIL EVENTS 
 


Fri-Sun, April 4
th


-6
th


, all day *FIVE BELOW, Rt. 23 in Wayne   10% donation 
 


Tuesday, April 8
th


, 5-8 pm *SMASHBURGER, Glen Ridge   $1 donation/entrée (burger, salad, kid’s meal) 


 


Friday, April 11
th


, 3-9 pm *CHUCK E. CHEESE, Florham Park   15% donation to school  


 


ONGOING EVENTS 
 


April, Tues-Fri, 10am-2pm *ROBERT ANTHONY SALON, Verona  10% discount, 10% donation 
      


Ongoing    TARGET, www.target.com/TCOE   1% donation of purchase amount 
      


Ongoing    Shoparoo app or www.shoparoo.com   your receipts = points = donations 
 


 


*You MUST present an event flyer in order to qualify for these discounts and/or donations 
(flyers and information are available in the Friday Folder at www.veronaschools.org/FridayFolder) 


 
 


Proceeds from these events will be used to defray the costs of class trips and scholarships 
in order to provide enriching experiences for students during their years in the Verona schools and beyond. 


SUPPORT 
VERONA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 



http://www.target.com/TCOE

http://www.shoparoo.com/

http://www.veronaschools.org/FridayFolder





   005 


    Verona Conference of SCAs 
will be holding a FUNdRAISER event to benefit the 


Verona Public Schools at 
 


 
 


The best place to get hot stuff at cool prices 


and raise money for the VERONA SCHOOLS 
Proceeds will be used to defray the costs of class trips and scholarships 


in order to provide enriching experiences for students during their 
years in the Verona schools and beyond. 


 


 


Please bring this flyer with you so we get credit for your purchases! 
 


Date:  Friday – Sunday, April 4
th
, 5


th
 and 6


th
  


 


Time: 10:00am until 9:00pm - DAILY 
 


Where: Five Below: Route 23 at the Waynechester Plaza, Wayne, NJ 


(973) 305-6668. 
 


fiVe BELOW  carries stationery, school supplies, computer software, books, 


electronic accessories, sporting goods, games, t-shirts, jewelry, hobbies, 
collectibles, bath and body, candy, snacks and beverages, room décor, storage, 
seasonal items plus much more.  And everything is priced at $5 or less!    
 


10% of the dollars spent 
will be donated back to our kids in the 


VERONA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
            


 
(Pre tax) Purchase Amount $________________ 
     To be completed by Five Below Associate 
 


 


At fiVe BELOW, whatever you got will buy a lot! 
 


For more information on SCA fundraising events, visit www.veronaschools.org/fridayfolder 
For more information on five Below, visit www.fivebelow.com 



http://www.veronaschools.org/fridayfolder





   


     
 


Verona Conference of SCAs 
will be holding an event to benefit  


the Verona Public Schools at 
 


 


Get a great meal  
and support a great school district 


Proceeds will be used to defray the costs of class trips and scholarships 
in order to provide enriching experiences for students during their 


years in the Verona schools and beyond. 
 


 


You must bring this flyer to our event! 
 


WHEN:  Tuesday, April 8
th
, 5:00pm – 8:00 pm (dine-in or take-out) 


 


WHERE: smashburger, 989 Bloomfield Ave, Glen Ridge, NJ 07042 
 


 


$1 for every entrée 
(burgers, sandwiches, salads, and kid’s meals) 


will be donated back to 
 


The Verona Conference of SCAs to 
benefit the VERONA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


            


 
Number of Entrees purchased #________________ 
     To be completed by smashburger representative 


 


 


For more information on SCA fundraising events, visit www.veronaschools.org/fridayfolder 


For more information on smashburger, visit www.smashburger.com 



http://www.veronaschools.org/fridayfolder





TICKET BLASTER ®          


for each child


 
School Fundraising Event


Let’s Turn Fun Into Funds! 
Chuck E. Cheese’s donates 15% of the 
sales generated from this event to your child’s 
school. Friends and family members 
are encouraged to help support this event. 
Sales includes all food, merchandise, and token deals 
purchased at the register. Just notify the cashier that 
you’re participating in your school’s Fundraising Night.


Special Thanks 
Teachers are important to the success of your child’s 


education. To thank them for all their hard work, we 


are rewarding them with a FREE meal and a trip in the 


Ticket Blaster® for helping make this event a success. 


Teachers should present school ID to receive an Individual 


one topping pizza OR all-you-can-eat salad bar AND soft 


drink.


Helpful Reminder


Location: Chuck E. Cheese’s


Time: 3:00 pm – 9:00 pm


School:


Event Date:


Event Address: 


To find out more, check out www.chuckecheese.com


Proud Supporter of Education 
in your Community!


© 2014 CEC Entertainment Concepts, L.P.







IT’S ALL 
ABOUT ME


Tuesday - Friday
10am - 2pm


ALL CUT & COLOR SERVICE
10% OFF


a portion of the proceeds will be 
donated to the Verona Schools


Welcome Verona School parents!





		EVENTS TO BENEFIT THE VERONA SCHOOLS



		SchooL: Verona Public Schools

		EvEnt DatE: Friday, April 11, 3:00-close

		EvEnt aDDrESS 1: 145 Route 10 East

		EvEnt aDDrESS 2: East Hanover, 973/887-4147








VERONA SUMMER ENRICHMENT ACADEMY 


AT 


VERONA HIGH SCHOOL 
 


 
 


Summer Offerings 2014 
 (College Credit available through Caldwell College) 


 


Criminal Justice Issues in the Media 
This course will provide students with a broad but critical introduction to the study of the media and criminal justice. The course will 


focus on the analysis of the images of crime presented through mass media and will examine how peoples’ perceptions of crime, law, 


and justice are shaped by mass media-- television news, reality programs, the internet, and film (including both documentaries and 


fictional ac- counts of crime and criminal justice). A major concern of the course will be the types of crime and criminals the media 


choose to focus on and what crime data suggest about the prevalence of such types of crime. The course will also address media 


images of police, courts and corrections and examine how empirical research can help students distinguish between criminal justice 


myths and reality. 


 


The Vietnam War 
This course is an in-depth examination of the Vietnam War as a formative event in recent United States and global 


history. Emphasis will be on the development and implementation of the philosophies, and policies that brought America 


to the decision to intervene in Vietnam, the legality of that decision, and the consequences of that action at home and in 


the world. Particular attention will be given to those groups who were asked to serve, the coverage of the war by the 


media, and the anti-war movement.  


 


Interpersonal Relations 
This course provides an experiential seminar in group dynamics and interpersonal effectiveness. 


Group interaction exercises and discussions will be used to enhance these skills. This course focuses on the 


enhancement of interpersonal relationships via the use of specific techniques and exercises for increasing 


personal effectiveness in communication. Identification of aspects of language and non-verbal behaviors which 


can either facilitate or hinder communication in relationships will be a key component of the course.   


 


Registration forms and more information can be found at 


http://www.veronaschools.org/domain/118  


beginning April 1
st
  



http://www.veronaschools.org/domain/118






 


 


 


 


 


This past Tuesday, March 25th Verona High School hosted the North Jersey Region I 


State Concert Band Festival. 


Performing last, the Verona Concert Band received a Gold Rating, the award for Best 


Brass, Best Percussion, and score of 96.5!  The band performed Electric Shock March by 


Puccini and the first Movement of Ghost Train by Eric Whitacre.  GGhost Train is 


classified as Grade “6” – the most difficult classification in the concert band literature.   


A link to the performance can be found at www.veronamusic.org! 


 








ATTENTION VERONA SENIORS!!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


ANNOUNCING 3 SCHOLARSHIPS  
Offered by The Junior Woman’s Club of Verona 


 
Apply for  


 •The  J.T. Reisman Scholarship $1,000  
•The Jane Myers Scholarship $1,000 


•The Junior Woman’s Club  
of Verona Scholarship $1,000 


 
Application Deadline: 


Wednesday, April 23, 2014 
Late applications will not be accepted 


 
Download an application online: 


http://www.veronajuniors.org 
OR 


Pick up an application at the VHS Guidance office 
*Applicant must reside in Verona and be a graduating 2014 high school 


student 
*Scholarships are non-renewable  *More details listed in the application 



http://www.veronajuniors.org/





