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Verona Public Schools
2013-2014 Calendar

Sept 20 1 3 19 Days Staff & 17 Days Students

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

N > PN s
8 9

2 Labor Day - CLOSED

10 11 12 13 14  3,4staffOnly
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 5 Rosh Hashanah - CLOSED
22 23 24 25 26 27 28  6SCHOOL OPENS
29 30

October 2013 23 Days

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri_ Sat

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 17 Verona Family Night
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 31 Professional Development
27 28 29 30 31 4 Hour Session, Students

November 2013 17 Days

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 5 Professional Development
3 4 5 6 9 4 Hour Session, Students
10 11 12 13 14 15 16  7-8 NJEA Convention - CLOSED
17 18 19 20 21 22 23  18-20 K-8 Conferences
24 25 26 27 30 4 Hour Session, K-8 Students

27 4 Hour Session for All

28-29 Thanksgiving - CLOSED

December 2013 15 Days

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 20 4 Hour Session for All

8 9 10 11 12 13 14  23-31 Holiday Break - CLOSED
15 16 17 18 19 20 21

PPl 23 24 25 26 27 A

il 30 31

January 2014 21 Days

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Bl : : -

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

1 Holiday Break - CLOSED
2 SCHOOLS REOPEN

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 20 MLK Day - CLOSED
190 21 22 23 24 25 22-24 vris midterm Exams
26 27 28 29 30 31 23-24 4 Hour Sessions, VHS Students

Febl‘ua I‘y 20 14 18 Days Staff & 17 Days Students

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
o 10 11 12 13 B 15
18 19 20 21 22

14, 17Winter Vacation - CLOSED

18 Teacher In-Service, Staff Only

Mal“Ch 2014 21 Days

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri_Sat
1 4-6HSPA Testing
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 14 Professional Development
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 4 Hour Session, Students
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 26 Verona Family Night
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

April 2014 17 Days

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri_ Sat

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

14-18 Spring Vacation - CLOSED

22-23 K-4 Conferences

ikl 14 15 16 17 18 k] 4 Hour Session, K-4 Students
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 28-30 K-8 Standardized Testing
27 28 29 30 Grade 2,3,4 Inview Testing

May 2014 21 Days

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri_Sat
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 26 Memorial Day - CLOSED
25 27 28 29 30 31 1-16 K-8 Standardized Testing

June 2014 15 Days

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 6 4 hour session students- staff training

16 4 Hour Session, VHS Students

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 17-20 4 Hour Sessions, Students

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 16, 17, 18 VHS Final Exams
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 20 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 VHS Graduation

29 30 Last Day for Teachers

184 Days Students/187 Days Staff

MARKING PERIODS END REPORT CARD DATES

Nov. 12, Jan. 30, Apr. 8, June 20

Nov. 15, Feb. 4, Apr. 11, June 20

CONFERENCE DATES

Elem - Nov. 18, 19, 20*, Apr. 22, 23
HBW - Nov. 18, 19, 20*

*evening conferences

*x*x TF # OF SNOW DAYS USED EXCEEDS 4 ALLOTTED, DAYS WILL BE TAKEN FROM APRIL 17, 16, 15, 14.
If snow days are NOT used, May 23rd will be added to the Memorial Day Weekend, followed by May 27th.






VHS SOFTBALL BOOSTER CLUB MEETING
Monday, March 11 - 6:30 p.m. at VHS

Just a reminder that the next VHS Softball Booster Club meeting will be on Monday, March 11,
at 6:30 in the cafeteria at Verona High School.

We will be discussing:

Fundraising for the coming season
Plans for the April 7" Second Annual Pasta Dinner

Plans for the Spring Break Skills Clinic (April 23-24-25) offered to elementary and middle
school players

Plans to rehab the Varsity and JV fields at FN Brown

Apparel and accessory items available for the 2013 season

Prior to the Booster Club meeting, Coach Foster will hold his annual pre-season meeting for
parents of all Varsity and JV players.

Even if you cannot make the Booster Club meeting (scheduled to start immediately after
Coach Foster’'s meeting), you are strongly encouraged to attend the Parent Meeting.

Coach Foster will discuss his plans for the coming season and will hold a brief Q&A.






VHS SOFTBALL PARENT MEETING
Monday, March 11 - 6:30 p.m. at VHS

On Monday, March 11, Varsity Coach Pete Foster will hold his pre-season Parent Meeting prior
to the monthly VHS Softball Booster Club meeting.

The meeting will take place at 6:30 in the cafeteria at Verona High School.

Even if you cannot make the Booster Club meeting (scheduled to start immediately after Coach
Foster's meeting), you are strongly encouraged to attend the Parent Meeting.

Coach Foster will discuss his plans for the coming season and will hold a brief Q&A.






Attention AP students:

AP Registration forms and bulletins have been
distributed in AP classes. If you plan on taking
an AP test and have not received a form, please
see Mrs. Ferlauto in the Guidance Department.

All registration forms are due in Guidance by
March 8, 2013.







Attention Junior Parents and Students

The School Counseling Department is presently
in the process of holding Junior Planning
Meetings. If you have not received your letter
notifying you of the date of your appointment,
please contact your child’s counselor.







Verona Public Schools, Office of the Superintendent

121 Fairview Avenue Verona, New Jersey 07044
PHONE 973-571-2029 FAX 973-571-6779

Steven A. Forte sforte@veronaschools.org Cheryl Nardino
Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator/Board Secretary

www.veronaschools.org

Verona Board of Education Budget 2013-14 Facts

The Verona Board of Education approved the preliminary budget for 2013-14 last night. This step is required by
the NJ Department of Education (NJDOE). The budget includes a 2.5% tax levy increase. The state has imposed
a 2% cap on tax levies but they do provide automatic cap waivers for budget concerns such as health insurance
increases. This year we qualified for a one percent waiver to the cap. School districts are also permitted to
“bank cap” which means instead of increasing the budget to the maximum in one year a board of education may
opt to carry over the cap increase for up to three years. This allows a district to keep taxes down but also bank
an increase for the future if there is a need.

e 12-13tax levy $27,801,223
e 13-14 tax levy $28,496,254
e Difference $695,031

e 2.5% increase

On Tuesday March 12, 2013 the Verona Board of Education will have a discussion on the 2013-14 budget at the
regularly scheduled public work session at 8:00 PM in the Verona High School Media Center.

On Tuesday March 26, 2013 the Verona Board of Education will vote on the final budget to be submitted to the
NJDOE. This will take place at the regular scheduled public meeting at 8:00PM in the Verona High School
Media Center. During this meeting we will also have a presentation to the public on the budget.

Links for more information:
Verona Board of Education Budget Presentation for 2012-13

Videos of the Verona Board of Education Meetings

District Fact Book

NJDOE Budget Guidelines 2013-14

NJDOE Finance Department

If you have any questions or comments about the budget please attend the meeting on March 12th or email me:
sforte@yveronaschools.org




http://www.veronaschools.org/

http://www.veronaschools.org/Page/103

http://www.veronaschools.org/domain/444

http://www.veronaschools.org/Page/97

http://www.state.nj.us/education/finance/fp/dwb/guidelines/guidelines.pdf

http://www.nj.gov/education/finance/

mailto:sforte@veronaschools.org
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Admission includes a
selection of bagels,
donuts, muffins, juice,
coffee/tea, a goody bag,
for the kids!

a special treat from the
Easter Bunny and crafts

us on the web at www.verona juniors.org
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151 Fairview Avenue

under 1 freeD

930 am to 1l am
For additional information, please contact Meghan Walsh at

info@verona juniorsorg For more information about the Juniors, visit

Cost. $5 per person (chidren

Sponsored by the Junior Woman'’s Club of Verona

When. Satfurday, March 23, 2013

Where: Verona High School Cafeteria
Bunny! Visits with the bunny will be in numerical order. No standing on

line!l

Remember to bring a camera to take your picture with the Easter
Proceeds from this event will benefit Verona families in need!
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@Cﬂmp invention®

A program of Invent Now®

@)
. S
Inspire CREATIVITY and \\\\
\\

INVENTIVE thinking & o
during a weeklong

summer adventure of FUN and
EXCITING real world challenges
led by qualified educators!

INNOVATE is coming to:

Ridgewood Avenue School
235 Ridgewood Avenue, Glen Ridge, NJ 07028

June 24 - 28,2013
8:30AM to 3:00PM

Directed by:

Yin Chang-D’Arcy
yin@glenridgefirst.org
Kim McGuire
kim@glenridgefirst.org

The cost is $275, but sign up before 3/28/13 for $255. Enroll today at
https://glenridgefirst.wufoo.com/forms/gr-first-camp-invention-innovate-summer-camp-reg/






Dear Parent:

Your child’s learning doesn’t have to end when the school year does. Camp Invention’s summer
day program, for students entering grades One through Six, immerses your child in a weeklong
experience where he or she will discover creativity and inventiveness through hands-on, creative
problem solving activities.

-2 By enrolling your child in Camp Invention’s 2013 program, you'll give them the opportunity to
" invent, discover, explore and achieve while developing the skills they will need to compete in the
21st Century. The program is led by local, highly qualified educators who are passionate about
helping children grow through hands-on learning.

This year’s INNOVATE program features:

» HATCHED™ - The Hatched online community has disappeared. Be a part of the tribe that
saves its avatars by rebuilding the marketplace in this extraordinary virtual world.

» POWER'D™ - It's alive! In a secret lab, build your own motorized creature and bring
it to life while helping a mysterious scientist harness the power of nature.

» GEO-GAMES™ - Design sporting and game equipment, get wet and go wild as
global games are fused with dynamic, high-energy activities.

» 1 CAN INVENT: LAUNCHITUDE™ - Put physics to use taking apart machines and
re-engineering them to create a Duck Chucking Device to destroy competitor duck territory!

As an advocate of hands-on learning, we are thrilled to bring this nationally-acclaimed program
to our community. To secure a spot in this year’s program, register using the URL below.

Sincerely,
Yin Chang-D’Arcy, Director Kim McGuire, Director
yin@glenridgefirst.org kim@glenridgefirst.org

Each registrant will receive a free Camp Invention T-shirt. Refunds are available up to three weeks prior to
the start date of the program, and $75 is non-refundable. Early Registration discounts are valid only for
registrations received by the applicable date and cannot be used with any other discount.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
AN AGENCY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

The cost is $275, but sign up before 3/28/13 for $255. Enroll today at

https://glenridgefirst.wufoo.com/forms/gr-first-camp-invention-innovate-summer-camp-reg/






Friendly Reminder

Daylight Savings Time is here again!

It's almost time to set your clocks forward one hour
in accordance with Daylight Savings Time 2013!

Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 10 at
2:00 AM.






(Left to Right) Mary Ann Campion, Caldwell-West Caldwell Education Foundation, James Heinegg,
Caldwell-West Caldwell Superintendent, Michael Cerino, CEO of DeCozen Chrysler Jeep Dodge, Verona
Superintendent Steven Forte and Douglas Smith, Verona Foundation for Educational Excellence
President, gather to announce a partnership event between the dealership and the schools. DeCozen
will donate $200.00 to the Verona or Caldwell-West Caldwell Education Foundation any time a person
from their town buys a car in March, April and May of 2013.

Photo courtesy of the Verona-Cedar Grove Patch, Eric Goodman

http://verona.patch.com/




http://verona.patch.com/




On February 22, 2013, Mike Cerino CEO of DeCozen
CJDR announced plans to aid the Verona and
Caldwell-West Caldwell school systems.

Beginning on March 1, 2013 and running through May 1, 2013 when a resident from either Caldwell-West Caldwell
or Verona buys a new or pre-owned vehicle, DeCozen CJDR will donate $200.00 to the respective school system Foundations.
Mike Cerino said “ | think this is a great way for our company to give back something to the communities that have supported us
for all of these years.” Here is the opportunity for the residents of these communities to help supply their community schools with
the materiel and funding they need to maintain and grow the already fine school districts that are an integral part of the com-
munity. This is the first such program known to encompass such a far-reaching and sustainable level of support for community
schools in the area.

DeCozen CJDR has been serving the automotive needs of the West Essex communities for over 87 years.
They are located at 225 Bloomfield Ave, Verona 07044. Call 877-554-4129.

CEO Mike Cerino is the current President of the Verona Chamber of Commerce.

- T—
——

| r;r#

Present for the announcement were: L to R:
Mary Ann Campion, President of the Caldwell West Caldwell Education Foundgtlon
- ITe ell-Wes CaIweIIS hool System.

B

DeCozen

SUPER SERVICE SPECIALS

Full Oil Change

$19 9S.

INGLUDES: Full 0il Change ¢ Check All Belts » Check All Hoses ° Check Antifreeze
* Check Tires ¢ Check Battery  Full Computer Diagnostic Scan

We will beat
any price, from
anywhere on service

Costs may be higher on diesels, heavy duty trucks, Vipers and other select vehicles. Includes 5 qts of Mopar Oil and Reg a rd Ie Ss Of Where you

Mopar 0il Filter. See dealer for details. Must Present Coupon At Time Of Write Up. 4/30/13

purchased your

Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram

$ 9 9 5 we will service it better and
= " A for less

4-Tire Rotation

Prevent ride vibration, irregular tire wear and extend the life of your tires with a 4-tire

No Matter Where You Purchased...

rotation. We will check for excessive wear, correct inflation and rotate according to s The Best Just Got C heaper.
manufacturers specifications. Available on most vehicles. Must present coupon. Must Present 44 ‘ c ;
Coupon At Time Of Write Up. See dealer for full details. Exp 4/30/13. s o State-Of-The-Art Service i
e Factory Trained Technicians
o Using the Latest Electronic Diagnostic Equipment
o Genuine Factory Parts

Gheck Engine Diagnostic

« Dedicated to “Fix It Right” The FIRST Time
 Hometown Dealer Over 85 yrs and 4 Generations

CHECK ALL ENGINE FUNCTIONS

( SATURDAY SERVICE HOURS! 9:00AM - 3:00PM )

Make An Appointment Online At:
D Bz iEsmimn
We have an A+ Rating with the Better Business Bureau

n 225 Bloomfield Ave. Verona, NJ
973-744-2000
SERVICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday 8:00am to 6:00pm SATURDAY 9:00am to 3:00pm







Greetings From Wembley!

An Art Exhibit and Time Capsule

Reception March 15th 6-9pm

211 Glenridge Avenue Montclair
www.ArtGarageNdJd.com




http://www.ArtGarageNJ.com

http://www.ArtGarageNJ.com



Greetings From Wembley!

You are invited to a
once-in-a lifetime event at The
Art Garage in Montclair. In 1937
a school in Wembley, England
sent their artwork in a cultural
exchange with a school in
Wilmington, Delaware USA.

The work was displayed for the

community and made the local
papers. It was then dismounted
and placed in a box for storage
and forgotten. Until now, when
the work was found by a local
gallery owner in Montclair.
Untouched since 1937, here is a
perfect snapshot of art,

education, history and culture
displayed as it might have been
in a school gallery.

Please join us for the
reception on Friday, March
15th from 6-9pm and share in
this great exhibit. Once it
comes down, the work will
never be seen again the way it
was originally intended!

The Art Garage

211 Glenridge Avenue
Montclair, NJ 07042
www.ArtGarageNJ.com
972-744-6484




http://www.ArtGarageNJ.com

http://www.ArtGarageNJ.com




F.N. Brown School News *-

Principal: Dr. Anthony Lanzo SCA Co-Presidents: Mrs. Pam Priscoe & Mrs. Antonia Castner

Jop Jo Jup *» Jo Joup Jouy

I Marck 2013
B'Llne Ne% Dates to Remember. ..
m Sat., 3/2 - Pre-Kindergarten Workshop - 10am

Mon., 3/4 - SCA Mtg. - Library 7:00pm
Tues., 3/5 - SCA Pasta Lunch
Tricky Tray Committee - The Trnicky Tray is HERE!
The Tricky Tray this year will be at Il Tulipano on Thurs., 3/7 - SCA Pizza Lunch
We;dllwsday, March ?0, 2013 and _doors open at 6:00 p.m. Fri., 3/8 - Bingo Night Gr. K,1 -6:15-7:00pm,
This is one of our biggest fundraisers and we hope that Gr 2,3, 4 -7:15-8.00pm
everyone can make it for a fun filled evening. Please feel
free to continue to send i donations. We could still use Wed., 3/13 - 4" Grade Trip Sterling Museum 8:45-2:15
simple contributions of baskets, ribbons, or monetary gifts; _
Thurs., 3/14 - SCA Mexican Lunch

all are appreciated as much as a finished basket or gift
certificate.  Please contact Antonia Castner (973) 571- Fri., 3/16 - 12:30 DISMISSAL

1288 or Pam Priscoe (973)396-7415 with questions or 14 Day Snacks
inquiries. -
Wed., 3/20 - FNB Tricky Tray at Il Tulipane 6:00pm
ShopRite Gift Cards - Please consider purchasing Thurs., 3/21 - SCA Pizza Lunch
ShopRite Gift Cards through the FN Brown SCA - It is one Kindergarten Trip— Imagine That! Museum
of the easiest ways to help our school The process to 9:45-1:30
' purchase and receive your ShopRite Gift Cards is very Mon.. 325 - B-Line Articles Due
simple and costs nothing extra — just the value of the gift ’
card. The SCA will earn 5% for the school and we have | Wed., 3127 - Verona Family Night
set up a system for the certificates to come home with your
child. Please send in your ShopRite Gift Card order form Thurs,,3/28 - SCA Chicken Lunch
or call Alice Poueymirou (@ 239-3559 to get started. Fri., 329 - NO SCHOOL- Good Friday

Contact Us
B-Line Editor: Mrs. Valerie Balogh
Email: jayb41(@verizon.net
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Jaye Auriemma, Wyatt Coyle,
Alex Hernandez, Domini¢ Houck,

Isabella Hussar, Dominick Latino, A Note from the 4™ Grade Farewell
Ava Marchetta, Sabine Matta, Committee
Molly McCabe, Maile O’Neill, .
* James Piccirillo, Thomas Sabe, The 4th Grade Farewell Committee thanks
Augustine Stocker, Andrew Trapani, everyone who has been sending in pictures. We

have almost all of the baby and kindergarten-age
photos and we've collected a lot of nice group and
special activity shots as well. If you still need to
send in photos, please email them to
danal2694@aol.com. You can also turn in
pictures on a flash drive.

Memory Boxes- watch your child's take home
folder for a note about this fun end of the year
project.

Mia Viganola, Jeremy Williams,
Emily Wynne

T.3. SRONE - THE BRI SCRDOLIRTONS: . Pomptonian Lunch Dates .
—— e w m E— Em Em mm e =y Pomptonian will be serving lunches @
| : : on the following dates: March 1, 4, &
I And a Special Thank You Goes To.. | 26,8, 11,12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 22,

: 25, 26 and 27. :

] The Valentine’s Day Project : 5

R Gl s Gt frlee : Please remember all lunches must &

Dunphy. You did a wonderful job | ¢, pre-ordered. :

I organizing this project. We’re | : :

I sure the recipients were thrilled -

| to receive the beautiful cards o o o ooteitipgen gy e e
| our children created for them. I

—— - — —(- —— Don’t Forget!!

I IF ANY CONTACT INFORMATION

HAS CHANGED, SUCH AS CELI.

PHONE OR EMERGENCY
CONTACT NUMBERS, PLEASE
CONTACT THE MAIN OFFICE

AND YOUR CHILD’S CLASS
PARENTS,

-
-






FREDERIC N. BROWN SCHOOL 125 GROVE AVENUE

VERONA, NEW JERSEY 07044 TELEPHONE: (973) 571-6753 FAX: (973) 571-6769
Anthony V. Lapzo, Ed.D.

Principal

March 1, 2013
Dear Parents,

Welcome to March! “Spring is around the corner” is a phrase that most are very happy to hear as winter
closes. We are “busy bees” at FNB. Please note the following March highlights.

Read Across America — March 2™

Read Across America is approaching! This is a special day to honor the work of Dr. Seuss and it
promotes the importance of reading. We will be celebrating on Monday, March 4 _ Wednesday, March
6. | was very excited to approve these activities that were developed by Mrs. Walker with input from the

feachers.

Monday, March 47
We will have an assembly on Monday, March 4™ at 8:45 AM in the auditorium. Please feel free to join us.

Students will take a “Reader’'s Oath” at our assembly. We will also have preselected fourth grade
students read aloud various poems that promote reading. The staff will join me in a round robin reading of
the Dr. Seuss classic “The Cat in the Hat”. Mrs. Szybist will lead us in the song “Green Eggs and Ham”.
We will also have two D.E.A.R. (Drop Everything and Read) sessions during the day. Everyone will be
prepared to read a book for pleasure when the announcements are made. We will conclude our day with
an all school sing along of “Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss!”

Tuesday, March 5%
We have various guest readers joining us throughout the day. The list of guest readers includes the

following Verona staff members:
o Dr. Sumit Bangia, Supervisor of Humanities
Dr. Nicole Santora, Supervisor of Math/Science
Mrs. Gina Venezia, Supervisor of Special Education
Mr. Steven Forte, Superintendent of Schools
Ms. Elizabeth Jewett, Director of Instructional Studies
Mr. Howard Freund, HBW Assistant Principal
Mr. David Galbierczyk, VHS Principal
Mrs. Libby Skinner, Director of Special Services
Ms. Yvette McNeal, HBW Principal

e & & & & 9 o 9

The Verona Police Department will also be sending an officer to read to a grade level.

Wednesday, March 6™
We will have “Class Reading Buddies”. Classes will buddy up to read favorite stories with a

partner or small group.





Please note the followin% Dr. Seuss Dress Up Days:
» Monday, March 4™:
Fox in Socks Day: Wear “crazy” socks
» Tuesday, March 5™
One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish Day: Wear red and blue
» Wednesday, March 6"
Oh the Places You'll Go Day: Wear a college sweatshirt/t-shirt or a special destination shirt.

Developmental Reading Assessment

The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA 2) will be administered to all K-4 students by the
classroom teachers during the month of March. The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA 2) is
a quick, accurate, research-based assessment that helps teachers target instruction for student
success. The research-based and validated Developmental Reading Assessment by Joetta Beaver
and classroom teachers assists teachers with pinpointing students’ strengths and abilities as readers
in a quick, one-on-one conference. The results of the assessment are used by teachers while
developing future lesson plans for whole group, small group and one on one instruction. Classroom
teachers are released from the classroom for one full school day in order to conduct the assessment.
The assessment takes place in a quiet location in the building. Substitute teachers are secured to
cover the individual classrooms while the teachers conduct the assessment.

Friday Folder
Please remember to check the district “Friday Folder” on the district website

(www.veronaschools.org). This folder contains district and/or building announcements posted by the
Superintendent’s office.

Pre-K Registration
Please remind neighbors, friends and relatives that live in the FNB community to register their

child(ren) for kindergarten 2013 as soon as possible.

Pomptonian Lunch
Please note that Pomptonian is no longer accepting late lunch orders. Please review the monthly

due date and plan accordingly. Late lunch orders will be returned

Thank you for your support! Happy spring!

Very truly yours,

#M’)\J\ﬂ/ Ftr gr

! Anthony Lanzo





March 2013 ~ Message from
F.N. Brown SCA President

Dear F.N. Brown Families ~

This year is going so fast and it is nice to know that Spring is around the corner. We would like to take this
moment to thank all of our executive board, committee members, class parents and others who just help out
when needed. Life seems to be so busy and crazy at times and we truly appreciate everyone’s efforts in
making F.N. Brown a better place!! So thank you all for taking time out of your busy life.

We hope the students enjoyed the Tae Kwon Do and the Yoga program for indoor days during the last few
months. The SCA thanks the staff at Talium of Cedar Grove and Grace Dance & Yoga of Verona.

As always, we would like to thank all of the parents who volunteer for all of the ongoing SCA activities
including the lunch programs, library volunteers, class parents, Wednesday packet assembly. The SCA could
not run without your time and support!

The Nominating Committee will be distributing information regarding positions for next year. ALL students
at FNB benefit from the events & activities run by the SCA. It is our goal to have every Mom and Dad

volunteer during the next school year. Your children and their friends are the ones who will benefit from us
meeting this goal. '

TRICKY TRAY ~ SWEETS AND TREATS ~ Wednesday, March 20®. The tricky tray has been
sold out and the committee members have been working months to make this night a very successful
evening, we hope everyone comes home a winner!!!

Our next SCA meeting is on March 4" at 7:00 p.m. We hope that you can join us.

Upcoming SCA events to remember ~

March 8® ~ Bingo Night
March 27" ~ VMAC Family Night

Happy St. Patrick’s Day and Happy Spring ©

Pam Priscoe and Antonia Castner
SCA Co-Presidents





ACTIVITIES AT F.N. BROWN SCHOOL

KINDERGARTEN — CATHERINE ORSINI & MICHELE STARANKA

We are 100 days smarter! The Kindergartners reached the 100™ day milestone on February 19™. The
children celebrated by making a one hundred link chain out of pipe cleaners, printing 100 things they love, creating
a 100 inch snake and drawing what they will look like at 100 years old.

The classes decorated beautiful Valentines to be sent to a local nursing home. It was good to know that we
were able to make others smile. ©

Throughout the month, an emphasis has been on grammar. We have been discussing punctuation, nouns and
adjectives. Noun books have been created and punctuation has helped our personal journal entries. We are learning
that a sentence is created with words that make a complete thought, having a particular beginning and end.

The Letter of the Week, “Tt”, comes to a close enjoying Teddy Bear Day, leaving us with six letters of the
alphabet to work on through print, pictures and phonics.

Hopefully the groundhog was correct in his prediction and we will be feeling the beginnings of spring very
soon! We miss our playground!

FIRST GRADE —ANNA COLLINS & ERICA MC KENNA

With February came a love for learning in First grade! The First graders were very busy with Groundhog’s
Day, Valentine’s Day, the 100™ Day of School, and learning about Abraham Lincoln and George Washington
Wow, what a month!!

In Math, the students have finished topic nine in which they learned how to compare and order numbers to
100. They learned how to use a hundreds chart, to look at the tens and ones in a two-digit number and put them in
order from least to greatest and vice versa, as well as used a number window to locate 10 more, 10 less, 1 more, and
1 less.

In Social Studies, the first graders learned about our first president, George Washington and our sixteenth
president, Abraham Lincoln. They discussed the similarities and differences of the two presidents by using a Venn
Diagram. The first graders also enjoyed watching videos about the presidents on Brain Pop Jr as well as taking the
online quiz! They had an opportunity to listen to some great biographies and other Non-Fiction stories about these
two presidents. Ask your child about some of the fun facts they learned about Washington and Lincoln, you will be
amazed at what they learned!

In Reading, the first graders have been hard at work during reading workshop. They have been reading
either independently, with a partner, or as a whole group and then they are responsible for responding to the story by
writing two sentences or more. Please remember to read to or with your child every night for at least 15 minutes.
We can’t express enough how truly important that is as they grow as readers. Also remember to ask questions
before, during, and after reading. Comprehension is key!

In Science, the children had an opportunity to do a fun extension project on penguins. We read numerous
amounts of books in class, Mrs. Walker spoke about and did a little project with the kids during library, and we even
had parents come in and assist the children with research projects and a craft. They are truly penguin experts!
Thanks again to the parents that helped out! We could not have done such a wonderful activity without your help!

Please continue to use math in practical way at home as well as listen to your child read as often as possible!
Thank you!





SECOND GRADE — MARIA GRAZIANO & NANCY HISCANO

Can you believe we are more than halfway through the school year and over a hundred days have passed?!
The second graders celebrated the 100" day of school on February 19™ with special stories, math problems, and fim
activities. We had a great time in Reading during Mystery Week. We shared book projects and Mystery Boxes
with each other. The students became honorary detectives while they searched for Mystery Desks and Mystery
Numbers each day in class. They also searched for clues to help Nate the Great solve mysteries in class novels that
were read together.

Up next in Reading, we begin a new unit called “Side by Side”. The stories in this unit focus on expanding
children’s understanding of fairness and cooperation. We will discuss how we can learn and work together
throughout this unit. Verbs will be the grammar focus. We will explore action verbs, verb tenses, and subject/verb
agreement,

In Writing we will begin narrative writing projects. These projects focus on two areas: personal narratives
and nonfiction narratives. The purpose of both is to entertain and inform the reader. A personal narrative 1s written
in the first person. It focuses on a brief episode and includes personal reflection. A nonfiction narrative is written in
the third person. The events are factual and told in time order but are woven into a narrative format. Be sure to
discuss personal experiences at home with your child. Have them tell you the events in sequence. This will help
them practice story telling skills that they will be able to transfer to their writing.

In Social Studies, our classes are beginning a unit called, “Exploring Where and Why”, In this unit students
will learn where they live as they write their world address including our state, our country, our continent, and our
planet. Along the way, students will use maps and map symbols to identify some of the cultural and natural features
of our country. They will also learn how people use some of the natural resources used in our country.

In Math, we continue to focus on 3-digit numbers. We will be adding and subtracting these bigger numbers
with regrouping. Please be sure to continue practicing basic facts and well as the steps to regrouping at home.

THIRD GRADE — MEGAN PELLEGRINO & KAREN SABATINO

Spring will soon be here, a time for rainbows, shamrocks and good luck! In Reading Workshop students
have become more aware of how Non-Fiction text features help them gain understanding of what they read. Using
reference texts, we’ve explored many interesting topics like chimpanzees and great white sharks. Through
biographies, students gained knowledge about inspiring and interesting people. Students created timelines of their
lives to be used in writing “Buddy Biographies”. Pairs of students interviewed each other to gather information to
write a biography about their partner. These skills were also applied to Social Studies. Using chronological detatls,
students charted events in the story of the Titanic, and created a historical timeline. Enthusiasm is growing as
students continue to develop skills, transforming them into independent readers. We will explore the World of
Poetry in out next unit and practice test taking skills to prepare for NJASK testing.

Writing Workshop gave students the opportunity to share their views on the best books they’ve read so far.
Voicing their opinions, and offering advice on what books to read has been an enjoyable experience. With the help
of Mrs. Hogan in Tech Ed, we are hoping to get all students’ reviews posted on line with Tweentribune in the near
future. In our next unit, we will write and publish our own non-fiction books. It is clear to see that Language Arts
classes are full of activity and creative excitement!

In Math, we completed Topics 7 and 8 on Division concepts. In Topic 9, students will apply all
mathematical concepts learned so far, to explore Numerical Patterns and Relationships. We will continue to work
on multi-step problem solving and reasoning skills in preparation for NJASK.





Thanks to the hard work and generosity of our SCA, students attended a field trip to SOPAC Theater in
South Orange to see the Super Scientific Circus. This entertaining and educational performance was a perfect way
to to kick off our Science unit on Motion. Newton’s Laws of Motion, and the concepts of balance, friction and
centrifugal force were made part of each act, to the students’ amazement. Did you know that the CRACK made by a
whip is really a mini sonic boom? This was only one of the surprising facts we learned! The show was entertaining
and informative way to bring text book concepts to life and see them in action!

In Social Studies, we are learning about the presidents and the 3 Branches of Government. In technology,
students were assigned a president, and using various websites, they located facts and created Presidential mini-
posters.

As always, Third Graders are busily engaged in the learning process and look forward to more learning
experiences in the remaining months of the school year

FOURTH GRADE - MARY ANN FORCE, KIM MATERNA & LOU WAIBEL

We have completed our essay unit in writing. Students have published essays on various topics ufilizing
persuasive language to influence the reader’s opinion. They have incorporated exact details and examples to
support their mam idea, or thesis statement. Students enjoyed celebrating their writing with classmates. Around the
corner will be brochure or informational writing. Students will identify the characteristics ncluded in brochures and
possible features that are unique to this type of writing. Social Studies and Writing time will be devoted to
researching and creating a brochure depicting various parts of Essex County. This will be an exciting unit full of
new learning and informative presentations.

The fourth grade is finishing non-fiction in Reader’s Workshop. Through texts they have practiced
identifying text features and structure. They have learned how features, such as captions or headings can guide their
reading and deepen their understanding of non-fiction texts. Rich discussions are on-going comparing and
contrasting the skills required for fiction and non-fiction reading.

In Social Studies, students have begun learning how NJ developed socially and industrially. The 1800°s
were an exciting time with inventions and development growing our society. They will examine select inventions
and reformers how they shaped NJ and the United States.

In addition, part of their Social Studies’ class time has been used to discover facts about Essex County. The
classes are researching the question, “What makes Essex County umique?” This research will complement their
Writing Workshop unit on informational writing, or brochures. Their research will be used to create a brochure and
poster highlighting Essex County’s numerous attractions. Their posters will then be submitted in a county wide
competition sponsored by the Essex County Clerk’s Office.

In study skills students are focusing on practicing for the NJ ASK. We are continuing to learn test-taking tips
in the areas of math, wrnting and reading. Students are using strategies that help them clarify their thinking and
display their understanding and reasoning.

In Science, we are investigating what animal tracks tell about the animals that made them. We are learning
how to define fossils, tell how they form, and understand the fossil record. Sequence remains a critical skill that we
will be focused on. We hope that everyone had a wonderful winter break!

LIBRARY — CORISA WALKER

March is a wonderful month in the Library. We begin the month with our Read Across America celebration.
We kicked off our Dr. Seuss week with a great assembly, in which all of the F.N.Brown teachers read the Cat in the
Hat together! We continued the week with special dress-up days, and guest readers from all over Verona. We even
had Superintendent Mr. Steve Forte, and a Verona Police Officer join us as guest readers. During library time, we





shared our favorite Seuss stories. Check out the 4™ grade Truffala Trees from The Lorax in the hallway!

March also begins the start of our very special reading program called One School, One Book. We will ALL
be reading the same book at home, at the same time! F.N. Brown families will be asked to commit to reading aloud
as a family for 15 minutes each night. Did you know that being read aloud to has many benefits, such as increased
vocabulary and better comprehension skills? Each family will receive a book, a reading schedule, and additional
information. We are excited for this special project that will unite our school community in a love for reading. As
always, thank you to our library volunteers.

TECHNOLOGY — JENNIFER HOGAN

The students have been very busy these past few months in Technology Class. Our Kindergarteners have
been working on their mouse and typing skills becoming familiar with the location of letters and numbers on the
keyboard. They have been working in Microsoft Word typing in initial sounds for pictures as well as completing
number charts. The Kindergarten classes have also been learning about all the different drawing tools and how to
create text boxes with Kid Pix.

The first grade classes made pictures of penguins and typed a penguin fact to show off all they learned
during their penguin unit. They have also been working on their keyboarding skills and learning how to add clip art
to their Microsoft Word documents. For Groundhog Day, the students had to decide whether they wanted more
Winter or if Spring should come early, then create a clip art collage based on which season they choose. Looks like
our first graders were hoping for an carly Spring.

Our second grade classes worked diligently on creating posters for their planet projects. The students had to
rescarch a planet using reliable websites, and take notes on important facts about their planet. They then had to type
a paragraph about their planet and search for a photo of their planet that they could copy and paste onto their
document. Their final posters show all of their hard work.

In third grade we celebrated President’s Day by researching facts about our presidents. Students were
randomly assigned a number, they had to figure out which president was represented by that number and create a
sign that would inform readers about their president. Students learned how to sort through information on the
internet in order to come up with bullet point facts they felt were the most important. Thanks to their hard work we
have a Hall of Presidents right here at F.N. Brown.

The fourth grade classes have spent time using the internet for researching facts about Essex County and
what makes it great to aid them with their upcoming Social Studies project. They have also been practicing their
typing skills in Word and creating data tables and converting them into graphs using Excel. All classes are working
hard in technology and looking forward to what Spring will bring.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC — MAX MORDEN

The instrumental students are working on new skills and learning new notes and rhythms. Our concert is fast
approaching and we are excited and a little nervous about all the music we will be performing. This is a very
daunting task and the key to success is following through at home. A short but daily practice routine is essential in
turning these concepts into good habits of mind in their instrumental studies. It is the daily work that is the most
beneficial way for students to improve both more thoroughly and efficiently. At this point i the year, students
should practice for 15 minutes a day, and it is that everyday part that is crucial. A long period of time on a couple of
days is not the same and can actually be detrimental since young students don’t have enough physical stamina to
sustain a long, individual practice session. If there is only time for five minutes of practice, don’t skip thinking it
isn’t enough. Five minutes then, are much better than trying to make it up on another day.

There are many songs for this concert. Some are short and are the ones we use to introduce and develop our





concepts and notes. (You should recognize “Old MacDonald”, “Skip Te My Lou”, and “Bingo” among others)
Some are full page band arrangements that incorporate these elements. This is a much more demanding concert than
the first and as such, students need to spend as much time at home working on this material as they can. As always,
some students will be working on a solo or duet performance as well. This music is in addition to their other songs,
and it needs to be practiced equally along with the band songs.

Besides our own school concert, we also have the town-wide elementary band concert. This concert
combines all four elementary schools into one giant band to perform on the big stage at VHS. It is very exciting!
There may even be a special guest appearance by our own high school jazz band known as Verona Jazz & Beyond.

If you are interested in bringing your child to an awesome performance, the high school jazz band plays their
own concert on Wednesday, April 17 at 7:30PM. The concert ranges from big band jazz to rock n roll, and is an
event that hundreds anticipate every year. It is a great way to inspire your young musician by hearing what is
possible as they progress through the Verona music program

Verona Summer Music is a terrific way for students to begin an instrument, start a second instrument, or
improve on the instrument they already play. The entire music staff highly recommends students attend this
program. In addition to playing every day, it’s a time when students don’t have other academic demands and are
able to really embed the correct concepts into their musical skills. We teach all band instruments as well as piano,
guitar, bass guitar, music theory, concert band, and choir. We accommodate scheduling conflicts with other town
programs and usually solve most issues. If going into 2nd grade, a student can take piano, guitar, and choir. Going
into 3rd grade: piano, guitar, and choir, as well as music theory. Going into 4th grade, students can take a beginning
band mstrument. This is highly recommended. Students can also take pi1ano, guitar, bass guitar, music theory, choit,
and be in our show “Guys and Dolls”. Those going into 5th grade can continue with their band instrument, begin a
new one, or take two band instruments if they have already played another band instrument for a year. These
students can take piano, guitar, bass guitar, music theory, and choir. If they have already played a band instrument
for a year, they can take concert band. Joming the production of “Guys and Dolls” is also an option. More
information can be found on our website: veronasummermusic.org

If you go to my school website, I have a play along for “Rock Out” at the bottom of the Elementary Band

page.
I look forward to seeing you at our two performances. Remember, 15 minutes a day,
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DATES TO REMEMBER:

Wednesday, March 6™

e Pomptonian Hot Lunch — Roast Turkey with Gravy
Thursday, March 7"

e  Pomptonian Hot Lunch — Popcorn Chicken

¢ Incoming Kindergarten Parent Orientation—7 p.m.
e 2" Grade Brownie Meeting

Friday, March 8"

e SCA Bagel Lunch (Don't forget to pack a drink)
Monday, March 11"

e SCA Pizza Lunch (Don't forget to pack a drink)

e SCA Meeting—7 P.m.

Tuesday, March 12

e Pomptonian Hot Lunch — Cheese Quesadilla
Wednesday, March 13t

e  Pomptonian Hot Lunch — Chicken Parm Hero
Thursday, March 14™

e  Pomptonian Hot Lunch — French Toast Sticks

e 3™ Grade Brownie Meeting

Friday, March 15"

e > Day, 12:30 p.Mm. Dismissal—No Lunch

THE SCA NEEDS YOUR HELP!!

We still have A LOT of SCA committees to fill for the
2013-2014 school year, and we need your help in filling
them! If you haven’t already reviewed the volunteer
sign-up sheet, please take a look at the attached list of
available positions and see where you can volunteer your
time next year. We need volunteers to help run the
special events and programs for our children. This is a
great way to get involved and support Forest Avenue
School. The sign-up sheet with committee descriptions is
also posted on the school’s Community home page:
http://veronaschools.org/page/1480. Please submit your
top 3 choices to Kendra Zalewski at
klzalewski@hotmail.com or 973-571-9355 by Friday,
March 15. Any questions please contact Kendra
Zalewski.

Thank you for supporting Forest Ave School!!

Hia

7

SCA MEETING

MONDAY, MARCH 11-7:00 p.M. in the Cafeteria

Please join us at our next upcoming SCA meeting. It’s a
great way to keep informed about the events/ programs at
Forest Avenue and as a bonus your name will be entered
into a raffle to win a SCRIP gift card at our last meeting in
May. The more SCA meetings you attend, the greater your
chances of winning. Hope to see you there!

STORY LABORATORY—
Reading Gives You Super Powers!

Mark your calendars!!! Our annual Scholastic Book Fair
will be held on March 25, 26, and 27 this year. Students
will visit with their classes and make their wish lists.
Parents, you can return the wish lists with payment or come
and shop with your child(ren). Our Book Fair will be open
for family shopping on Tuesday the 26th from 2:45 to 8:00
pm. We will have activities, crafts, and refreshments
between 6:00 and 8:00 pm in the Forest Avenue School
Gym. Start cleaning out your book shelves please! We will
once again be collecting gently used and/or new books for

a school in need. See you at the lab!

Book Fair Volunteer Schedule!

A big thank you to all of you who are available to volunteer
for the book fair coming up this month! The attached
document includes a volunteer schedule so please make sure
to review the document. We still need help, please notice
the open time slots and sign up if you can! These exciting
school-wide events couldn’t take place for our children
without the help of all the parents! You may contact Dina
Kousoulou at DinaKous@yahoo.com or Jennifer Fleming at
Jendan.fleming@gmail.com with any questions or concerns.

Editors — Beth Shust/Meryem Gumusayak

e-mail: esyacono@yahoo.com by 4 P.M. Sunday or call (973) 303-1873

SCA President — Lisa Golebieski

e-mail: Lgolebieski@verizon.net or call (973) 239-0844

Forest Avenue Principal — Jeff Monacelli

e-mail: jmonacelli@veronaschools.org

Forest Avenue School Website: www.veronaschools.org (select “Schools” then select “Forest™)

Bulletin and all attachments (as well as homework) are available online.
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Glen Ridge FIRST builds interest in science, technology -
NorthJersey.com NorthJersey.com

Ridgewood Avenue School is usually fairly quiet during winter break in February.

ERIN ROLL/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

' Buy or license this photo

" - A group of students in the Glen Ridge FIRST Intro to Robotics class

® poseswith their robots on Friday at Ridgewood Avenue School. In the back,

' from left are Drew Ege, 11; Aiden Hackett, 8 and Jackson Champeau, 8. In

_ front are Olivia Hoover, 8; Andrew Snyder, 8, Alex Dreier, 9 and Anwell
Meng, 8.

But not this year.

-~ On arecent Friday morning, the school cafeteria has turned into a robotics
laboratory.

A group of students in the Glen  Down on the floor, several of the scientists and engineers - all of them
Ridge FIRST Intro to Robotics cl . ) o :
idge FIRST Intro o Robotics class: o meniary school students - are trying out their robots by pitting them in

poseswith their robots on Friday at :
Ridgewood Avenue School. In the battle against one another.

back, from left are Drew Ege, 11

Aiden Hackett, 8 and Jackson —— "Qn your mark! Get set! Battle!"
Champeau, 8. In front are Olivia

Hoover, 8; Andrew Snyder, 8, Alex

Dreier, 9 and Anwell Meng, 8. With that, the robots go rolling toward one another, each one trying to bump

the other off course.
Welcome to Glen Ridge FIRST: a series of science and technology programs for Glen Ridge's students.

This particular class is the Intro to Robotics course, where students get to learn the basics of assembling a
Lego robot, from fitting the pieces together to inserting the battery-powered motors.

In a separate course, the students get to learn about the software - how to program their robot to carry out
certain tasks.

About FIRST

FIRST is an acronym for For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology. Glen Ridge's
FIRST program is an offshoot of the national FIRST program.

The program was started in 1989 by inventor and entrepreneur Dean Kamen - also known as the inventor
of the Segway, among other devices.

The goal of FIRST is to get children interested in science, technology, engineering and mathematics -
known collectively as the STEM courses.

It also offers students the opportunity to participate in challenges and contests, from the Jr. FIRST Lego





League for younger students, to the FIRST Robotics Competition for high school students.
first in glen ridge

Glen Ridge has started assembling its own Jr. FIRST Lego League teams, and as of last week, the league
had 12 registered teams. The participating students will hold an exhibition event at Linden Avenue
School on Feb. 28, the same day as the school's science fair.

The impetus for Glen Ridge FIRST came from parents Yin Chang-D'Arcy and Kim McGuire.
Both Chang-D'Arcy and McGuire have children who are interested in building and programming.
"Everything we saw was outside of Glen Ridge," Chang-D'Arcy said.

It also didn't help that certain robotics classes would have required a 40-minute drive, Chang-D'Arcy
noted. So she and McGuire, working with other parents, decided to set up a FIRST chapter based in Glen
Ridge.

FIRST's offerings range from introductory classes for elementary school students, to more advanced
classes for middle and high school students. Each class can be modified for a student's own abilities,
Chang-D'Arcy noted.

Over the next several months, Glen Ridge FIRST plans to start up FIRST Lego League teams for older
students, and expand the program to let students from neighboring towns participate, among other goals.

"It is a wonderful adjunct to our program," Superintendent of Schools John Mucciolo said via email on
Monday. "Other communities are also doing this with great success. I do everything I can to support this
program."

Ridgewood Principal Michael Donovan also had words of support for Glen Ridge FIRST: "We
appreciate the tremendous efforts being made by Yin D'Arcy and Kim McGuire as they have established
the Glen Ridge FIRST program. They have brought unique opportunities into Glen Ridge, and the
students who have been participating have thoroughly enjoyed their experiences."

To learn more about Glen Ridge FIRST, visit http://glenridgefirst.wordpress.com/.

Email: roll@northjersey.com

North Jersey Media Group Inc.






INSTANT DECISION DAY
Wednesday, April 3rd
Instant Admission to the
County Colleges!

e 9:

Admissions Representatives from:
Bergen Community College
Essex County College

&
County College of Morris

will be at VHS to meet with students for instant admission

Sign up in the School Counseling Office by
March 20th







About Glen Ridge First

Glen Ridge FIRST is a non-profit,
volunteer organization dedicated to
advancing, promoting, fostering and
supporting interest in Science,
Technology, Engineering & Math (STEM)
amongst children, ages 6 to 18. GR First
is operated by a team of parents on a
voluntary basis who are passionate
about STEM.

GR First Core Values

¢ We encourage imagination, creativity
and innovation.

+»* We believe learning about STEM is
fun.

“* We enjoy learning with friends.

¢ We share our experiences and what
we learned with others who are
interested.

+* We honor the spirit of friendly
competition.

+» We strive to display graciousness and
professionalism.

** We endeavor to work together as a
team.

Contacts/Board of Directors
Yin Chang-D’Arcy yin@glenridgefirst.org

Kim McGuire kim@glenridgefirst.org
Anthony Bonnett anthony@glenridgefirst.org

2012

July: Registered as a non-profit.

September: Hosted information
sessions

October: Launched STEM programs

2013

January: Winter STEM program
began

February: Host Inaugural GR First Jr.
FIRST® LEGO® League Exhibit

March: Launch Glen Ridge Robotics
with Jr.FLL team matching program

May: Introduce GR First Membership

June: Camp Invent One-Week
Summer Program

July: Fall program unveiled & early
registration begins

August: Launch Odyssey of the Mind
Program

September: Register Jr.FLL teams;
Fall program begins

Ingrid Kozlowski ingrid@glenridgefirst.org
Wendi Lui wendi@glenridgefirst.org

For more information, go to
www.glenridgefirst.wordpress.com or
follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/glenridgefirst.






What Glen Ridge First Offers

Glen Ridge First

STEM
Enrichment
Program Tracks

Glen Ridge First
Robotics

Events

- STEM Enrichment Programs/Tracks
3— KF L L@ Sneak peek 2013-2014 (sample programs)
Junior FIRST®LEGO°League ) E?ggsegeT'r\gi!ggria?Obno“ cs Academy
* Intro to Engineering: Projects
* Mindstorm NXT
* NASA Academy of Future Space Explorers

e Sci/Tech: Wheels, Axles, Gears & Simple

Machines
Ca P * Shockingly Sticky Science
invention®
Asummer program of the

National Inventors Hall of Fame® Foundation

June 24-28,2013 / 8:30-3:00

Y

odysse
of thcy mind @ll,

generating future problem solvers







Brownie Troop 20341 Service Project

Montclair Township Animal Shelter staff members and volunteers recently attended an insightful
seminar, "Enrichment on the Cheap," where they learned about unique and inexpensive ways to
provide environmental enrichment and stimulation for shelter animals. These items will help MTAS
staff create such projects. Some may seem odd, but are actually very useful. The Shelter will post
photos of animals playing with the finished projects made from donated items.

Laning Avenue School Brownie troop 20341 is collecting the following items for the Montclair
Township Animal Shelter:

- empty toilet paper and paper towel cardboard rolls

- shoe boxes

- empty cardboard egg cartons

- empty milk, soda and water bottles (cleaned)

- card board drink holders (such as those provided at coffee shops)
- old metal muffin or cupcake baking tins

- metal buckets (in good condition)

- small mirrors

There will be a bin located in the lobby of Laning Avenue School for these items. You may also
leave items in a bin on the front porch of 6 Hillcrest Terrace.

If you have any questions please contact Kristin Shea 973-207-8307 or Rosa Nunez 201-755-2089.






You are invited to the following event:

MONTCLAIR MARCH MATHNESS:
MAKING YOUR MARK ON THE WORLD -
STEM CAREER PANEL (6-12TH GRADE)

Event to be held at the following time, date, and location:

Saturday, March 9, 2013 from 3:00
PM to 5:00 PM (EST)

Montclair Municipal building
205 Claremont Avenue
Montclair, NJ

This event is for middle and HIGH SCHOOL students.

We have arranged for an impressive panel of female STEM professionals to
meet and talk with middle and high school students on Saturday, March 9th at
3pm in the Municipal Building Council Room. Guests include...

Amy Huebner, Chemical Engineer
Deborah Juergensen, Statistician
Erica Hamden, Physicist

Natasha Mathias, Pediatric Dentist
Sharon Kovalsky, Architect

Kate Moore, Global IT

Anne Anquillare, Financial Services

There's no better way for students to learn about a career than to hear from
professionals who are in the field now. During a Q&A session, students will
also learn from the questions posed by their peers.

We hope you can make it!

Debbie Villarreal-Hadley,
Chair, Montclair March Mathness






To Out of District
Eighth Grade Students and Parents,

As you move through your last year as an eighth grade student, it is time to begin thinking
about next year and high school. Listed below is general information about the Verona High
School Shadowing Program. This program is designed to give out of district students an
opportunity to spend the day at Verona High School and experience a typical day in the life of
a Verona High School student. It is our hope that this program will assist you in the high
school decision process. It is our pleasure to show potential Verona High School students all
of the wonderful opportunities that await them as a proud member of the Verona High School
community. We look forward to the opportunity to work with both you and your child and
hope that you make Verona High School your school of choice.

What is the Verona High School Shadowing Program?

The VHS Shadowing Program is an opportunity for out of district or private school students in
the 8" grade to visit Verona High School and experience firsthand what it's like to be a
member of the Verona High School Family. Students that participate are paired with a
Verona High School student for the day to attend classes, go to lunch and get a true feel for
student life at Verona High School. The shadowing program will pair 8th grade students with
Verona High School 9th grade students so they will get a sense of school climate and
classes. We invite 8th grade students to stay for the entire day so they may see a complete
day in the life of a Verona High School student. Shadowing provides an opportunity that can
help both you and your child decide where you want to spend the next four years of your
academic lives. Parents should make shadowing arrangements utilizing the following
information:

Shadowing opportunities are available on Tuesdays beginning February 5th and
ending on Tuesday March 19th.* Please read the information carefully before attempting to
schedule your appointment.

*Please Note: No Shadow visits may be scheduled on March 5th due to HSPA testing
at VHS.

Shadowing FAQs:

1. Is shadowing a half-day or a full day? The 8th grader will visit for the duration of the day.
The all-day visit will be from 7:45am to 2:33pm. Visiting students may bring a bag lunch or
they may purchase lunch in our cafeteria.





2. Is there a dress code for students who visit? Visitors are asked to dress appropriately
and follow the guidelines outlined in the Verona High School Student/Parent Handbook which
can be accessed directly on the Verona High School Website.

3. How far in advance do | need to call to schedule a shadow visit? We recommend that
a parent schedule the visit at least one week in advance. Many days do fill up so the sooner a
visit can be scheduled the better.

4. Does a prospective student shadow a freshman, sophomore, junior, or senior? In
most cases, the 8th grade students will be paired with a freshman. All attempts will be made
to accommodate all requests. Please make your request when you register for your
shadowing visit.

5. Where should | bring and pick up my child for his or her visit? All 8th grade visitors
and their parents will come to the main entrance in the front of school. Enter through the main
doors and walk straight ahead to the School Counseling Office. This is where the 8th grade
students and the Verona High School student guides will meet and where you will pick your
child up at 2:33 p.m.

6. Does a parent need to come into the school building when dropping off or picking
up his or her child? It is necessary that a parent accompany the student into Verona High
School when dropping off and picking up. There is a sheet that the parent will need to sign. At
the beginning of the visit the parent or will need to leave an emergency contact number. At
the end of the visit, the parent will sign his or her child out so that Verona High School knows
that the prospective student is no longer on campus.

7. How do | register my child? Please e-mail Mrs. Diane Newman at
dnewman@yveronaschools.org the following information:

Student’s name

Student’s current school

Home address

Parent’s name

Parent’s cell phone number

Emergency contact name and phone number

Name and grade of person you wish to shadow (if available)
Three (3) shadow date requests



mailto:dnewman@veronaschools.org




Attention Seniors

Be sure to check Naviance weekly for scholarships that are
applicable to you. Listed below are a few of the scholarships that
were added to Naviance in the last two weeks:

o Investors Bank

e September 11, 2001 Essay Contest

o Thomas Patrick Stewart Memorial Scholarship
e Woman’s Club of Verona Service Scholarship

In addition there are many National scholarships that are
available now. Look on Naviance under the “Scholarship” tab.
Click on “National Scholarship Search”, enter your information
and it will supply you with a list of scholarships that apply to you.

Also, for scholarships offered to New Jersey students go to
www.StudentScholarships.org

If you have any questions, see Mrs. Newman




http://www.studentscholarships.org/
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Attention parents of -
8", 9™, 10" & 11" grade students

Scheduling information for the
2013-2014 school year can be found

on the Verona High School Guidance
‘Website.

http://www.veronaschools.org/domain/118







Comedy Night Fundraiser

Featuring
Uncle Floyd Vivino

To benefit

Verona Junior Wrestling & VHS Wrestling Teams

Thursday, April 4, 2013
6:30 - 10:30 PM

The Chandelier
340 Franklin Avenue, Belleville, NJ

Admission $50.00 per person

(Includes Show, Buffet Dinner, Dessert, Beer, Wine, Soda)
*** Tricky Tray and 50/50 Tickets will be available for purchase ***
RSVP by Monday, April 1, 2013

For More Information contact:

Sam Zamloot (973) 239-0835 samzamloot@verizon.net
Heather Riggio (973) 571-1693 heather824@verizon.net
Eileen Pecci (973) 571-0232 eileenpecci@yverizon.net

Please Make Checks Payable to: Verona Junior Wrestling
-------------- Mail To: 71 Hillside Ave Verona, NJ07044- - - - - - - == - c e e c e o

Name(s):
Number of Guests: @ $50.00 =
Email Address:

Tickets will not be mailed. Your name will be checked at the door.



mailto:samzamloot@verizon.net

mailto:heather824@verizon.net

mailto:eileenpecci@verizon.net




V~SEA
2013
Verona Summer
Enrichment
AcCademy

“Where Learning and Fun
Come Together!”

Verona Public Schools

A Note From the Directors

Dear Parents,

The purpose of the Verona Summer Enrichment
Academy (V~SEA) is to expand our students'
knowledge base, build on their interests and
encourage creative thinking.

We invite your children to participate in this creative
experience. The students are taught in an enriching
environment which features such things as
explorations of Medieval history, Archimedes,
dinosaurs, cryptology, forensics, crime scene
investigation, prime and composite numbers, Aesop's
fables and much more.

The V~SEA experience welcomes children who ask
questions and exhibit curiosity about the world and
how it works. This form of learning only occurs in
an atmosphere where imagination and daring to
"think out of the box" is appreciated and valued.

All Pre-K (students entering kindergarten in
September 2013) through 4" grade students are
invited to participate in the elementary program.
The Pre-K, Kindergarten and 1* grade programs will
be held at Laning Ave. School. The 2™ through 4"
grade programs will be held at F.N. Brown School.
The middle school and high school classes will be
held at Verona High School. The selection of grade
levels at these sites facilitates the easy transfer of
those children who will attend V~SEA in the
morning and the Verona Recreation Department’s
programs (Primary Park, Elementary Zone &
Summer Adventure) in the afternoon.

Sincerely,
Mr. Jeffrey Monacelli & Dr. Larry Siegel
V~SEA Co-Directors

Pre-K through 4" Grade Program - The Pre-K (students
entering kindergarten in September 2013) through 4™
grade program includes interdisciplinary investigations
and activities in the areas of language arts, science and
mathematics focusing on grade specific themes. Courses
will be computer integrated in support of classroom
projects. Pre-K-4™ grade programs meet for three hours
per day from 8:30-11:30. Fee: $365.

Middle School Program - Algebra I Readiness: (For
students entering 7", 8" or 9" grade who will be taking
Algebra I in September) Algebra 1 is the foundation of all
high school mathematics classes. The main goal of
Algebra I is to develop fluency in working with linear
equations. The Algebra I Readiness Course is designed to
assist students in mastering target standards with a primary
focus on developing students’ mastery of arithmetic
concepts and skills. Through the topics presented in this
course students will solidify understandings introduced in
Pre-Algebra and will be better prepared to tackle new
topics that will be learned in Algebra 1. Topics that will be
covered include integers and their operations, rational
numbers, simplifying expressions, solving one and two
step equations/ inequalities, functions and graphing in the
coordinate plane. The Algebra I Readiness class will meet
for 1 % hours per day from 8:30-10:00.  Fee: $182.50

Fundamentals of Pre-Algebra — (For students entering
7" and 8" grade on-level math in September) Are you
bored with Math and really do not want to take a Math
class during the summer? Well, this isn’t your typical
Math class. You will still explore integers, rational
numbers, simplifying expressions, solving inequalities,
functions, and graphing, but you will learn to apply these
concepts to your own life. For instance, you will learn how
coordinate plan graphing is used in movie, animation, and
video game making or how inequalities can be used to
make smarter, wiser decisions in life. While learning how
to apply these concepts to your everyday life, you will also
build a foundation to take your math skills to the next
level. The Fundamentals of Pre-Algebra class will meet
for 1 V5 hours per day from 10:00-11:30. Fee: $182.50

High School Program

Program information will be distributed to high school
students in early spring.





Summer Enrichment Academy

Verona Summer Enrichment Academy
2013 Registration Form Pre-K through 8

Student Name:
Address:

2013 Schedule

Present Grade;

Date:

Current School:

Name of Parent/Guardian:

Home Phone:
Work Phone:
Cell Phone:
Email Address:

Yes, I would like to enroll my child in the 2013
Verona Summer Enrichment Academy. I have
enclosed my check for $365 (Pre-K thru 4
program) or $182.50 (Middle School Program)
payable to Verona Board of Education. T
understand that if [ change my mind there is a
full refund on or before April 3, 2013 or a 50%
refund on or before May 10, 2013. I am aware
there will be no refunds after May 10, 2013.

X

Parent/Guardian Signature

DATES TOPIC LOCATION
March thru Registration
Friday,
May 10th
Tuesday, V~SEA Parent Forest Avenue
March 19t Information Session School Library
@ 7:00 PM
Tuesday, Pre-K thru Grade 1
June 25t V~SEA Begins at Laning
Grades 2 thru 4 at
F.N. Brown
Middle School and
High School
Programs at
Verona High
School
Thursday, Fourth of July
July 4th Holiday
No Classes
Tuesday, Final Day of
July 23rd V~SEA

Please forward your registration form and
payment to:

Mr. Jeffrey Monacelli
Forest Avenue School
118 Forest Avenue
Verona, New Jersey 07044

For further information, contact:
Jeffrey Monacelli at (973) 571-6754
or
Larry Siegel at (973) 571-6753

Program Hours are 8:30 — 11:30 AM for the
Pre-K thru grade 4 programs.

See course descriptions for middle school and
high school program hours.

/Wy--rw
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Participation in V~SEA will not preclude involvement in
Verona Summer Recreation and/or Verona Summer Music
programs.






To All Verona Students and Families

Discover the Hilltop Reservation at
Night

Full Moon Nature Discovery Hike
Wednesday, March 27

7:00pm to 8:30pm (sunset 7:19pm)

Join naturalists for an evening discovery walk in search
of spring peepers and wood frogs as well as the
secretive strange springtime mating flight of the
Timberdoodle.

Dress warmly, bring a flashlight and sturdy shoes or
mud boots.

Meet at Courter Lane parking area off Mountain
Avenue, North Caldwell Parking Area shortly before
7pm, hike starts promptly at 7pm

Brought to you by the Hilltop Conservancy
and the Essex County Environmental Center





