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H. B. WHITEHORNE MIDDLE SCHOOL 


600 Bloomfield Avenue 


Verona, NJ  07044 


Telephone:  973-571-6751                               Fax: 973-571-6767 


________________________________________________________________________________________    


Ms. Yvette McNeal                            Mr. Howard Freund 
        Principal                                   Assistant Principal  


 
 


 


February 2013 


 


Dear Parents: 


 


Please join the administration, guidance counselors, and some of our fifth grade teachers on 


Wednesday, February 27
th


  at 7:00 p.m. for our fourth grade parent orientation in the H.B.W. 


auditorium.  Our snow date will be Thursday, February 28
th


.  


 


At this meeting we will share information about the fourth grade visit to H.B.W., the fifth grade 


program, and the schedule of classes for incoming fifth graders.  Additionally, we will review the 


input sheet that you will be filling out for us in March. 


 


Ms. Harriette Warshaw will discuss the middle school guidance program.  We will also give a 


presentation taking you through a typical day for fifth graders at H.B. 


 


At the conclusion of the meeting, you are welcome to tour our beautiful facilities! 


 


Please see the enclosed letter from Dr. Nicole Santora, Supervisor of Math and Science.  She has 


important information to share with you about the Common Core Standards and math acceleration. 


 


We look forward to seeing you on the 27
th


 .  Welcome to our family! 


 


 


Very sincerely, 


 


 


 


Yvette McNeal 
 








Children Having Individual Learning Differences (C.H.I.L.D. Inc.) 


About C.H.I.L.D.:  C.H.I.L.D. is a not-for-profit parent organization in Verona, NJ 


founded in 2005 for the purpose of educating and support parents who have 


children with learning differences.    


Membership Application 


Name:  ________________________________________________________ 


Address:  ______________________________________________________ 


Phone:  _____________________(home)_________________________(cell) 


Email:  _______________________________________________________ 


Membership Type/ Please check one:      Parent:  ___               Faculty/Staff:  ___ 


In order to serve you better please take a minute to fill out this questionnaire: 


1. Would you like to be on our mailing list and receive meeting dates (board meetings, Circle 


of Friends and SEPAC*) and parent/teacher workshops: 


Yes____  No____ 


*Special Education Parent Advisory Committee (SEPAC).  The Verona School District has an 


organized SEPAC as a forum for parents to provide input to the district on issues concerning 


students with learning challenges.  We welcome the participation of all parents.  This is not a 


forum for a discussion about individual students or your child’s IEP.  Topics are limited to those 


that impact all students or a group of students. 


2. What topics or subjects would be of interest to you? 


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________ 


3. Would you be interested in being on one of our committees? 


 Membership:  ________________________ 


 Website Coordinator: ______________________ 


 Reading Committee:  _______________________ 


 Grant Writing:  ___________________________ 


 Would like to start a new committee: 


_______________________________________________ 


**Please return this form to your child’s school.  Thank you. 







 


 


CHILD  
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CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 


 


 


SEPAC 


 


 


BOARD MEETINGS 








 


Elizabeth Hamblet Speaks to VHS Students 


Elizabeth Hamblet, a published author and Learning Specialist from Columbia University, spoke 


with students and parents last Thursday about preparing for college.  This was a co-sponsored 


presentation by the Verona Department of Special Services and their special education parent 


advisory group, C.H.I.L.D.  


 


Ms. Hamblet spoke with students in an afternoon presentation at the school and then spoke in the 


evening to parents.  She explained the laws governing access to disability services at the college 


level, how to request accommodations, gathering the right documentation, what was new in the 


way of  technology, matching yourself up with the right college, and she spoke candidly about 


what the student’s role will be since they will be considered an adult when entering college.   


 


Parents walked away with a great road map and students were encouraged to look at their 


strengths rather than their weaknesses and to learn to self-advocate.  Hamblet’s list of "personal 


qualities of a successful student" applies to ALL students.  Ms. Hamblet stated that a student can 


succeed if they have (1) motivation, (2) confidence, (3) persistence/perseverance, (4) resilience, 


and (5) self-discipline.    


 


Ms. Hamblet’s book, 7 Steps for Success: High School to College Transition Strategies for 


Students with Disabilities can be purchased on Amazon.com.  Her PowerPoint presentation is on 


C.H.I.L.D.’s website under Workshops at www.veronachild.org and on the Department of 


Special Services webpage on www.veronaschools.org .  For more information about Ms. 


Hamblet you can visit www.LDadvisory.com 


 


Elizabeth Hamblet, Libby Skinner, Norma Francullo 



http://www.veronachild.org/

http://www.veronaschools.org/

http://www.ldadvisory.com/






F.N. Brown SCA 2013 Tricky Tray 


Sweets and Treats! 


Wednesday, March 20, 2013 


il Tulipano 
1131 Pompton Avenue, Cedar Grove 


Doors open at 6:00pm 


 


*Please note il Tulipano suggests that guests carpool 


to reduce the number of cars for valet.* 
 


Admission Price: $55.00 per person 
Includes dinner and one sheet of level one tickets 


Dinner includes: pasta, salad, chicken, dessert, soda, coffee & tea 


Cash bar is available. 
 


Tickets sales begin February 4th for F.N. Brown Families & Staff. 


Open to the public on February 18
th


. 


 


 A Table /Group Captain should be selected to collect all monies and submit 


completed registration form. 


 Reservations must be paid in full at time of request for all guests requesting 


to sit together at the time of reservation.  Tables will consist of 12 guests. 


 There will NOT be a check-in table. 


 Table Captain will be notified of your group’s table number and it will be 


your responsibility to notify your guests. 


 Table Captain will also be responsible for the distribution of free sheet of 


level 1 tickets to your group. 


 Reservations will be accepted on a first come, first serve basis. 


 Your group, table or individual reservation will not be processed until payment 


 is received in full for ALL members of your group. 







Sweets and Treats! 


Seating Reservation Form 


 


Please return form with check(s) payable to: F.N. Brown SCA 


 


 
 


Table Captain ___________________________ Phone (______)_______-__________ 


 


E-mail address ________________________________@________________._______ 


 


 


1  


2  


3  


4  


5  


6  


7  


8  


9  


10  


11  


12  


 


 


If your table is not full, and you would like to be seated with someone else, please indicate here: 


 


_____________________________________________________________________ 


We will do our best to accommodate your requests, but cannot make any guarantees. 


 


If you have any questions, please contact 


Antonia Castner (973) 571-1288 or Pam Priscoe (973) 396-7415 








    Verona Public Schools, Office of the Superintendent 


121 Fairview Avenue                  Verona, New Jersey 07044 
PHONE 973-571-2029                   FAX 973-571-6779 


Steven A. Forte sforte@veronaschools.org Cheryl Nardino 


Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator/Board Secretary 


www.veronaschools.org 


Upcoming Events 


Date: February 14, 2013   


 


DISTRICT 


Feb. 15 & 18   SCHOOLS CLOSED – WINTER BREAK 
Feb. 19    4 hour sessions for students – Professional Development 
   


VHS- Link to VHS Athletic Schedule 


Feb. 19   Half Day for Students 
Feb. 20     Seniors measured for Caps and Gowns at beginning  


of third block in the cafeteria Kaplan ACT/SAT combo  
presentation          7:30          VHS Café 


 
HBW 


Feb. 19    Half Day for Students,      12:30pm Dismissal 
Feb. 21    Lunch Bunch Meets During Lunch Periods for Grades 5 – 8 
Feb. 22    Teen Talk / Advisory for 8th Grade Students 


 


BROOKDALE 


Feb. 19                              Assembly - WhyofWhyofWhy African Porquoi Tales  
Feb. 22                              Kids on the Block “Character Education” for the 2nd grade  
Feb. 25- Mar. 1               Spirit Week at Brookdale - Monday - Hat Day, Tuesday - Crazy Hair Day,  
                                          Wednesday - Sweatshirt Day, Thursday - Verona Spirit Day, 


             Friday - Pajama Day and Read Across America 
Feb. 25 – Mar. 1             Brookdale’s annual fundraiser, “Pennies for Patients”.  
                                          The money raised will help support the Leukemia and Lymphoma  
                                          Society’s life-saving research and patient aid program 
 
FNB 


Feb. 21                  Enrichment Clusters       3:15 pm 
Feb. 27                             Grade 4 Parent Orientation       7:00 pm HBW 
 
FOR 


Feb. 27               4th grade Parent Orientation at HBW 7 pm. 
 


LAN 


Feb. 21                SCA Hot Lunch – Pasta 
Feb. 28                SCA Hot Lunch – Bagel 
 



http://www.veronaschools.org/

http://www.secconference.org/g5-bin/client.cgi?G5genie=282&school_id=31
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 


Wednesday, February 13
th


  


 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Chicken Parm 


Thursday, February 14
th


   


 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – French Toast Sticks 
Friday, February 15


th
  


 School Closed  
Monday, February 18


th
 


 School Closed 
Tuesday, February 19


th
     


 12:30 Dismissal – No Lunch Served 
Wednesday, February 20


th
  


 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Super Sampler 


Thursday, February 21
st


   
 Pomptonian Hot Lunch – Mac & Cheese 


Friday, February 22
nd


   


 SCA Bagel Lunch (don’t forget to pack a drink) 


 
 


WANTED: Small Glass Jars/Bottles 
 


Dear Forest Families: 
The 2nd Grade Girl Scouts need your help!  They are 
collecting empty glass baby food jars or any jars/bottles 
close to that size. (relish, jam, etc.)  Please send in any 
glass jars as soon as possible. They will be collected in a 
box outside of the main office or call/email us and we will 
come and pick them up from you.  Thank you in advance for 
all of your help, Vanessa Vargas and Beth Shust,  
Co-leaders Brownie Girl Scout Troop #22794 
email: vec7972@verizon.net    
phone: 973-433-7127 
 


SCA VOLUNTEERS 2013-2014 


It is that time of year again to fill the slate of SCA officers 
and committees for the 2013-2014 school year.  The SCA 
volunteer sign up was sent home earlier this week via 
backpack.  There are plenty of committees for all of our 
Moms and Dads!!  Please take a look and submit your top 3 
choices to Kendra Zalewski at klzalewski@hotmail.com or 
973-571-9355 as soon as possible.  Any questions please 
contact Kendra.  Thank you for supporting Forest Ave 
School!!   


 Valentine’s Day     
In preparation of Valentine’s Day and the exchange of 
Valentine cards please try to keep in mind the District 
procedures related to food in school.  Therefore, when 
sending Valentine cards into school please refrain from 
attaching candy to the cards. 
 


Valentine Snack Bags 


Please check your child’s backpack for a special Valentine 
Snack Bag that was sent home earlier this week.  In order to 
celebrate Valentine’s Day, please fill the bag with a special 
snack for Thursday, February 14


th
.   A Big “Thank You” to 


Stephanie Vallone for preparing the bags with love  
 


Please find the attached information for “World 
Thinking Day 2013” 


 
   


I   Forest Avenue Bulletin 
 February 13


th
 – February 19


th
, 2013  


 


 


Volume 21 


Editors - Meryem Gumusayak/Beth Shust               e-mail:  meryemgms@gmail.com  by 4pm Sunday, (732) 513-8560               
SCA President Lisa Golebieski   e-mail:  Lgolebieski@verizon.net or call (973) 239-0844 
Forest Avenue Principal – Jeff Monacelli  e-mail:  jmonacelli@veronaschools.org 


Forest Avenue School web site:  www.veronaschools.org  (select “Schools” then select “Forest”) 
Bulletin and all attachments (as well as homework) are available on-line. 


 


 
 


**IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT **  
*** MORNING DROP OFF!!! *** 


 


The yellow curb area in front of the school is 
for drop off only in the morning. This area is a 
no parking/no standing zone.  You should pull 
up to the curb, drop your child(ren) off and pull 
away.  Please DO NOT park at the yellow curb 
and walk your child(ren) up the driveway.  If 
you want to walk your child(ren) up the 
driveway to the blacktop, please park in a legal 
location before walking them up. 


 


SANDY RELIEF BRACELETS  
 
PLEASE DON'T FORGET to get your Hurricane Sandy  
Relief Bracelets! The forms were distributed last week - if  
you need another form, please contact Jeannie  
Caggiano at jeannieac@live.com or 973-239-2455.  
Remember, the purchase of these bracelets goes to a  
great cause to help many people in New Jersey who are  
STILL without the comforts of home. Thank you!! 
 


 



mailto:vec7972@verizon.net

mailto:klzalewski@hotmail.com

mailto:meryemgms@gmail.com

mailto:Lgolebieski@verizon.net

http://www.veronaschools.org/

mailto:jeannieac@live.com






 


INSTANT DECISION DAY 


Wednesday, April 3rd 


Instant Admission to the  


County Colleges!  


 


Admissions Representatives from: 


Bergen Community College 


Essex County College 


& 


County College of Morris 


will be at VHS to meet with students for instant admission 


 


Sign up in the School Counseling Office by 


March 20th  








Montclair State G and T Program and Hi-Jump Program for HS Students 


 


Montclair State University's Gifted and Talented Program offers courses developed specifically 


for high achieving students. The program provides students with opportunities to explore topics 


in the arts, humanities, mathematics, and the sciences – offering courses in Astronomy, Public 


Speaking, Rocketry, Creative Writing, Robotics and more! The Spring Program has also 


introduced five fully online courses: Oh My Gods! – A Study of Greek Mythology and Science is 


out of This World: Earth Sciences and Beyond, for students in grades 4-5; Reading & Writing 


Across Genres, for students in grades 6-8; SAT Math and SAT Verbal, for students in grades 9-


11.  Students delve into topics of personal interest while engaging with other students who have 


similar abilities and passions. The Gifted and Talented Program fosters students’ creativity and 


problem solving skills, while also allowing students to form long lasting friendships with other 


gifted children.  The program’s instructors have diverse backgrounds and include university 


professors, teachers of the gifted, and professionals with real-world experience in the topics they 


present.  The Gifted and Talented Program is offered in the Spring, Summer and Fall.  Learn 


more at www.montclair.edu/gifted.   


    The Gifted and Talented Spring Weekend Program is delivered over nine weekends, 


beginning on March 2 and ending on May 5.  Families may choose to enroll their child(ren) on 


Saturday and/or Sunday; gifted students may attend up to five courses.  Students in grades K-11 


are eligible to apply.  The spring course schedule and registration are currently available online 


at www.montclair.edu/gifted/spring.  


 


    The Gifted and Talented Summer Camp is offered in two, three-week sessions.  The first 


session runs from July 1 through July 19 and the second session runs from July 22 through 


August 9.  The summer course schedule and registration are currently available online at 


www.montclair.edu/gifted/summer.     


 


    Montclair State University also offers the Hi-Jump Program for high achieving high school 


students who want to get a jump start on college.  Through this early college program, students 


can earn college credit, prepare for the rigors of college course work and experience university 


life by taking full credit-bearing classes alongside Montclair State University 


students.  Additional information can be found at www.montclair.edu/gifted/hijump.  


 


 



http://www.montclair.edu/gifted

http://www.montclair.edu/gifted/spring

http://www.montclair.edu/gifted/summer

http://www.montclair.edu/gifted/hijump






Verona Public Schools                                                     


 2012-2013 Calendar


    BOE Approved 2/12/13


September 2012 17 Days Staff & 15 Days Students February 2013                                18 Days 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 3 Labor Day - CLOSED 1 2 15, 18 Winter Vacation - CLOSED


2 3 4 5 6 7 8 4,5 Staff Only 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 19 4 hour student PD for staff


9 10 11 12 13 14 15 6 SCHOOL OPENS 10 11 12 13 14 15 16


16 17 18 19 20 21 22 17 Rosh Hashanah - CLOSED 17 18 19 20 21 22 23


23 24 25 26 27 28 29 26 Yom Kippur - CLOSED 24 25 26 27 28


30


         October 2012 23 Days          March 2013                                20 Days


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 3 4 5 6 5 Professional Development 1 2 15 Professional Development


7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 Hour Session, Students 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 4 Hour Session, Students


14 15 16 17 18 19 20 18 Verona Family Night 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 TBD HSPA Testing


21 22 23 24 25 26 27 31 Professional Development 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 27  Verona Family Night


28 29 30 31 4 Hour Session, Students 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 29 Good Friday - CLOSED


31


         November 2012 20 Days          April 2013                  17 Days


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 2 3 6 Professional Development 1 2 3 4 5 6 16,17 K-4 Conferences


4 5 6 7 8 9 10 4 Hour Session, Students 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 Hour Session, K-4 Students


11 12 13 14 15 16 17 8-9 school in session 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 22-26 Spring Vacation - CLOSED


18 19 20 21 22 23 24 16, 19-20 K-8 Conferences 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 TBD K-8 Standardized Testing


25 26 27 28 29 30 4 Hour Session, K-8 Students 28 29 30 TBD Grade 2,3,4 Inview Testing


21 4 Hour Session for All


22-23 Thanksgiving - CLOSED


         December 2012 15 Days May 2013 22 Days


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1


2 3 4 5 6 7 8 21 4 Hour Session for All 1 2 3 4 24 Professional Development


9 10 11 12 13 14 15 24-31 Holiday Break - CLOSED 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 4 Hour Session, Students


16 17 18 19 20 21 22 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 27 Memorial Day - CLOSED


23 24 25 26 27 28 29 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 TBD K-8 Standardized Testing


30 31 26 27 28 29 30 31


         January 2013 21 Days June 2013 15 Days


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat


1 17 4 Hour Session, VHS Students


1 2 3 4 5 1 Holiday Break - CLOSED 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 18-21 4 Hour Sessions, Students


6 7 8 9 10 11 12 2 SCHOOLS REOPEN 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 17-19 VHS Final Exams


13 14 15 16 17 18 19 21 MLK Day - CLOSED 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 21 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL


20 21 22 23 24 25 26 23-25 VHS Midterm Exams 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 VHS Graduation


27 28 29 30 31 24-25 4 Hour Sessions,VHS Students 30 Last Day for Teachers


183 Days Students/186 Days Staff


MARKING PERIODS END REPORT CARD DATES CONFERENCE DATES


Nov. 16, Feb. 4, Apr. 15, June 2621 Elem - Nov. 16, 19, 20* Apr. 16, 17    


Nov. 13, Jan. 30, Apr. 10, June 21 HBW - Nov. 16, 19, 20*


*evening conferences


2/12/12, 8/28/12, 11/1/12, 1/8/13 , 2/12/13


Since many holidays fall on weekdays in 2012-13, we will run a shortened winter break to allow for more 


instructional time prior to NJ and College Board Testing.








JOIN 
OUR  
FAMILY 
At the YMCA of Montclair, we exist to strengthen our community. 


We nurture the potential of kids, help people improve their health, 


and provide opportunities to give back. So join our family 


and create meaningful change—not just for you, but for 


our community. 


Our programs include: 


• Sports and aquatics. 


• Fitness classes from abs to Zumba®. 


• Special offerings for kids, including cooking, music, art, and yoga. 


Find out more. 


Join us for our Open House and tour of our facilities on Saturday, February 23, from 10 a.m.–2 p.m.,  


where you can: 


Open House locations:  


• 25 Park Street: Programs for youth through adults 


• 159 Glenridge Avenue: Programs for infant through Kindergarten. 


Our Spring Session begins February 25. 


YMCA OF MONTCLAIR  


25 Park Street, Montclair NJ 07042 


P 973 744 3400   www.montclairymca.org 


111237   04/12 


• Observe classes. 


• Enter raffles for a FREE 3 month adult membership 


(new members only), a kinder membership, and a 


youth swim/sports class. 


• Get our joining fee waived  


(up to a $100 value). 


• Receive 1 FREE personal training session  


when you sign up for an adult membership. 


YMCA OF MONTCLAIR OPEN HOUSE 





