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Advanced Placement United States History  

Verona Public Schools Mission Statement: 
The mission of the Verona Public Schools, the center of an engaged and supportive community, is to empower students to achieve their potential as 

active learners and productive citizens through rigorous curricula and meaningful, enriching experiences.  

 
 

Course Description: 
This course is a continuation of Honors U.S. History I. The content includes a study of United States history from Industrial ization (circa 1860) to the 
present concentrating on the following general themes: Industrial America, Protest Movements, Imperialism, the Progressive Movement, the First World 

War, the Great Depression, F.D.R. and the New Deal, the Second World War, the Cold War, the Kennedy -Johnson years, the Vietnam War, Post-
Watergate foreign and domestic affairs, and contemporary America. Emphasis will be placed upon scholarly readings and work from advanced college 

level texts. Multi-cultural contributions to American society will be stressed. The purpose of this course is to prepare the student to take the  Advanced 
Placement U.S. History examination. Consequently, all instruction and learning is built around the form of the national Advanced Placement examination. 
Additionally, students are offered the opportunity to work on a curriculum-based community service project during the year. Student MUST take the AP 

exam to earn AP course credit. 
 

 

Prerequisite(s): 
United States History I Honors  
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Standard 8: Technology Standards 
8.1: Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaborate and to create and communicate knowledge. 

8.2: Technology Education, Engineering, Design, and Computational Thinking - 

Programming:  All students will develop an understanding of the nature and impact of technology, 

engineering, technological design, computational thinking and the designed world as they relate to the 
individual, global society, and the environment. 

 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

A. Technology Operations and Concepts 
B. Creativity and Innovation 
C. Communication and Collaboration 

D. Digital Citizenship 
E. Research and Information Fluency  
F. Critical thinking, problem solving, and decision making 

 
X 
 

 
 

A. The Nature of Technology: Creativity and Innovation 
B. Technology and Society 
C. Design 

D. Abilities for a Technological World 
E. Computational Thinking: Programming 

 
 

SEL Competencies and Career Ready Practices 
Social and Emotional Learning Core Competencies: These competencies are 
identified as five interrelated sets of cognitive, affective, and behavioral 
capabilities 

Career Ready Practices: These practices outline the skills that all individuals need to have to 
truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These are researched 
practices that are essential to career readiness. 

Self-awareness: The ability to accurately recognize one’s emotions and thoughts and 
their influence on behavior. This includes accurately assessing one’s strengths and 

limitations and possessing a well-grounded sense of confidence and optimism. 

X 
X 

 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership, and effective management. 

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

Self-management: The ability to regulate one’s emotions, thoughts, and behaviors 
effectively in different situations. This includes managing stress, controlling impulses, 
motivating oneself, and setting and working toward achieving personal and academic 
goals. 

 
X 
X 

CRP3. Attend to personal health and financial well-being. 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Social awareness: The ability to take the perspective of and empathize with others from 

diverse backgrounds and cultures, to understand social and ethical norms for 
behavior, and to recognize family, school, and community resources and supports. 

X 

X 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership, and effective management. 

Relationship skills: The ability to establish and maintain healthy and rewarding 
relationships with diverse individuals and groups. This includes communicating 

clearly, listening actively, cooperating, resisting inappropriate social pressure, 
negotiating conflict constructively, and seeking and offering help when needed. 

X 
X 

X 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership, and effective management. 

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Responsible decision making: The ability to make constructive and respectful choices 
about personal behavior and social interactions based on consideration of ethical 
standards, safety concerns, social norms, the realistic evaluation of consequences of 

various actions, and the well-being of self and others. 

X 
X 
X 

X 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social, and economic impact of decisions. 
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership, and effective management. 
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Standard 9: 21st Century Life and Careers 
9.1: Personal Financial Literacy: This standard outlines 

the important fiscal knowledge, habits, and skills that must be 

mastered in order for students to make informed decisions 
about personal finance. Financial literacy is an integral 
component of a student's college and career readiness, 
enabling students to achieve fulfilling, financially-secure, and 

successful careers. 

9.2: Career Awareness, Exploration & Preparation: 

This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable 

about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about 
postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career 
requirements. 

9.3: Career and Technical Education: This standard 

outlines what students should know and be able to do upon 

completion of a CTE Program of Study. 

 A. Income and Careers  
B. Money Management  

C. Credit and Debt Management  
D. Planning, Saving, and Investing  
E. Becoming a Critical Consumer  
F. Civic Financial Responsibility  

G. Insuring and Protecting 
 

 
 

X 

A. Career Awareness (K-4) 
B. Career Exploration (5-8) 

C. Career Preparation (9-12) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A. Agriculture, Food & Natural Res. 
B. Architecture & Construction 

C. Arts, A/V Technology & Comm. 
D. Business Management & Admin. 
E. Education & Training 
F. Finance 

G. Government & Public Admin. 
H. Health Science 
I. Hospital & Tourism 

J. Human Services 
K. Information Technology 
L. Law, Public, Safety, Corrections & Security 

M. Manufacturing 
N. Marketing 
O. Science, Technology, Engineering & Math 
P. Transportation, Distribution & Log. 

 

Course Materials  
Core Instructional Materials: These are the board adopted and approved materials to 
support the curriculum, instruction, and assessment of this course. 

 

Differentiated Resources: These are teacher and department found materials, and also approved 
support materials that facilitate differentiation of curriculum, instruction, and assessment of this 
course. 

 American History:  Connecting With the Past - Alan J. Brinkley (main 

text) 

 The American Century – Harold Evans (supplemental book) 

 Meet You In Hell – Les Standiford (summer assignment reading) 

 Portrait of America:  Vol. 2 – Stephen B. Oates, Charles J. Errico 

(interpretive essays on American history) 

 Doing the DBQ – Luther Spoehr, Alan J.Fraker (primary source 
documents) 

 There Is Power In a Union – Philip Dray (supplemental book) 
 

 Book reaction paper selection – student chosen work of contemporary 

historiography which relates to the US II time period 

 Film and documentary selections:  American Experience series, Cadillac 

Desert, Nixon, Fog of War, Enron:  The Smartest Guys in the Room, Inside 
Job, In the Heat of the Night 

 New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, Chicago Tribune 

and Los Angeles Times obituaries and opinion pieces.  

 The Week, The Weekly Standard, Time, New Republic and National 

Review opinion pieces and editorials 

 College Board APstudents instructional and theme-based handouts  

 Online sites:  www.realclearpolitics.com, www.slate.com, www.politico.com   

http://www.realclearpolitics.com/
http://www.slate.com/
http://www.politico.com/
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Subject/Grade Level: SOCIAL STUDIES / GRADE 11            Course: ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY 
 

Unit Duration 
NJCCCS / 

Common Core 
Standards 

Transfer Goal(s) Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

The Gilded Age 5 weeks 

NJCCCS: 

(Social Studies) 
6.1.12A.5.a 

A.5.b 
B.5.b 
C.5.a 

D.5.a 
D.5.b 
D.5.b 

D.5.d 
B.6.a 
D.6.b 

A.3.gA 
D.3.d 
 

NJCCCS: 
(Technology) 
8.1.12.F2 

 
Common Core: 
RH.11.2 

RH.11.4-7 
RH.11.9-10 

WH.11.1-2 
WH.11.4-5 
WH.11.8 

WH.11.10RH.11-
12.6 
RH.11-12.8 

RH.11-12.9  

Students will be able to 

independently use their 
learning to… 

 Think critically about 

the responsibility of 

citizens to promote 

changes in society, so 

that in the long run 

they are able to 

engage in society as 

active citizens. 

Students will understand that: 

 Designations help provide 

categorization ease in 

historical study. 

 Decade or era 

characterization can both 

enhance and impede 

historical understanding. 

 Various political, social and 

economic factors prompt 

national growth. 

 Indigenous peoples are 

often victimized in the 

process of nation building. 

 The federal government 

gained its power in 

economic development, 

employment and land-use 

policy during the Gilded 

Age. 

 Conflict resolution can 

come in many forms. 

The wealthy during this period 
attain fortunes without any of the 
impediments, which exist today. 

 Why do eras receive designations? 

 Is it useful to characterize decades? 

 What prompts national growth? 

 Can growth occur without injuring 

indigenous peoples? 

 Does the federal government assume 

greater powers during this time period? 

  Does the interaction of alien cultures 

have to result in conflict? 

Do the wealthy have a right to amass 
fortunes in an unrestricted fashion? 

Industrial 4 weeks NJCCCS (Social Students will be able to Students will understand that:  What is a Progressive in the early 20th 
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Unit Duration 
NJCCCS / 

Common Core 
Standards 

Transfer Goal(s) Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

America and 
the Age of 

Progressivism 

Studies): 

6.2.12.A.6.a;  

A.6.b; A.6.c.; 

B.6.b; C.6.a; 

C.6.c; D.6.a; 

D.6.b; D.6.c. 

 

NJCCCS: 

(Technology) 

8.1.12.F2 

 

Common Core:   

RH.12.2  

RH.12.4 

independently use their 
learning to… 

 Analyze the dilemmas 
of representative 
democracy when 

protecting the rights of 
the minority. 

 Understand that 

democracy is often 
comprised of 
competing interest 

groups each vying for 
a share of overall 

power. 
 

 Government’s response to 
societal despair has varied 

from era to era. 

 Part of what characterizes 
a human being should be 

the act of compassion. 

 Philanthropists have often 

used their wealthy 
donations to mask cruel or 
indifferent behavior.    

 Progressives sought to 
ameliorate injustices in 
society without 

fundamentally altering the 
structure of society. 

 Women’s agitation during 

the Progressive Era 
succeeded in securing 

them their first major right: 
National Voting. 

 African-American 

advancement was 

incremental but did 

succeed in creating 

influential advocacy 

groups. 

c. sense?   

 What does “progressive” mean today?   

 What class did the Progressives 

emerge from?   

 What were the goals of Progressives?   

 What conditions existed in the urban 

and agrarian areas of the US at the 

turn of the century?   

 How were women impacted by 

Progressivism?  

 How were African-Americans impacted 

by Progressivism? 

 To what extent is it the role of 

government to regulate human 

behavior?  

 Do humans have a duty/responsibility 

to the ensure the welfare of others?  

 Is philanthropy a sufficient trade-off for 

otherwise abusive patterns of 

behavior? 

The First World 
War 

4 weeks  

NJCCCS (Social 
Studies): 
6.1.12.A.7.a, 

A.7.b,  
A.7.c, 
B.7.a, 

C.7.a, 

Students will be able to 
independently use their 
learning to… 

 Identify and analyze 
the interconnected 

social, economic and 
political factors that 

Students will understand that: 

 Wars occur because this is 
considered an acceptable 

form of conflict resolution. 

 Wars often result in 

settlements, which further 
instability.  

 Why do wars occur? 

 Do wars resolve the underlying 

differences which divide nations? 

 What characterized modern warfare? 

 Does war impact people who are not in 

combat? 
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Unit Duration 
NJCCCS / 

Common Core 
Standards 

Transfer Goal(s) Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

C.7.b, 
D.7.a, 

D.7.b, 
D.7.c 
 

NJCCCS: 
(Technology) 
8.1.12.F.1 

8.1.12.F.2 
 
Common Core:   

RH.11-12.1-10  
WH.11-12.1 -10 

cause wars and 
contribute to the 

creation of peace 
treaties. 

 Analyze how an 

author’s use of bias, 

propaganda, and 

stereotyping can 

affect a 

reader’s/viewer’s 

perspectives about 

the purposes for war. 

 The lethality of war 
increases in the 20th 

century. 

 Cataclysmic events such 
as war bring about major 

changes for many groups 
in American society. 

 Previously neutral nations 

have the power to 
transform the war. 

 Wars have a variety of 
means by which they are 
concluded. 

 Successive conflict 

resolution is vital for the 

suppression of future 

conflicts. 

 Can nations who sit out the initial 

stages of a conflict have the power to 

influence that conflict? 

 At what point are the causes of a war 

fully satisfied? 

 Is it possible to resolve a global conflict 

peacefully for all parties? 

Age of 
Prosperity 

4 weeks  

NJCCCS: (Social 
Studies) 

6.1.12.C.6.a 
6.1.12.D.6.c 
6.1.12.D.7.c 

6.1.12.A.8.a 
6.1.12.A.8.c 
6.1.12.C.8.a 

6.1.12.C.8.b 
6.1.12.D.8.a 
6.1.12.D.8.b 

 
NJCCCS 
(Technology):   

8.1.12.F.2 
8.2.12.C.2 

Students will be able to 
independently use their 

learning to… 

 Assess situations in 

which economic 

prosperity and 

corresponding social 

transformation may 

lead to future 

economic collapse 

and social dislocation. 

Students will understand that: 

 1920s prosperity was 

attributable to stock market 
growth 

 Financial well-being and the 

elimination of war threat 
made human behavior less 

confined in the 1920s 

 Accumulation of wealth 
became a measurement of 

success and virtue 

 Technological 
improvements. 

 Created laborsaving devices 
and opened up new 

potentials for the average 

 What leads to prolonged economic 

prosperity? 

  How did financial well-being transform 

social behavior? 

 Does personal gain outweigh the 

collective good of society? 

 Is technology a detriment or benefit to 

society? 

 Are there phases in American history 

when civil liberties are impeded to a 

greater extent than others? 

 How can religion be used as a 

mechanism to maintain conservative 

values in society? 
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Unit Duration 
NJCCCS / 

Common Core 
Standards 

Transfer Goal(s) Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

 
Common Core:  

RH.12.2 
RH.12.3 
RH.12.4 

RH.12.5 
RH.12.6 
RH.12.7 

RH.12.9 
RH.12.10 
WH.12.1 

WH.12.2 
WH.12.4 
WH.12.8 

WH.12.10 
 

person. 

 Anti-egalitarian views and 

organizations made a 
comeback during the 
decade. 

 Traditional religious beliefs 
became a source of comfort 
for many unhinged by the 

spiraling pace of change 
during the decade. 

 Communication and media 

improvements lead to a 
mass consumption culture 

and a reduction of regional 
barriers.  

 

 How is communication progress 

measured in a society? 

 

Hoover, FDR 
and the New 

Deal 
4 weeks  

NJCCCS: (Social 

Studies) 
6.1.12.A.10.a; 
6.1.12.A.10.b;  

6.1.12.A.10.c;  
6.1.12.B.10.a;  
6.1.12.C.10.a; 

6.1.12.C.10.b;  
6.1.12.D.10.a;  

6.1.12.D.10.b;  
6.1.12.D.10.c;  
6.1.12.D.10.d 

 
NJCCCS: 
(Technology) 

8.1.12.F.1 
 
Common Core:  

Students will be able to 

independently use their 
learning to… 

 Analyze the cyclical 

nature of the economy 
and the underlying 

factors that contribute 
to periods of 
depression/recession. 

 Evaluate the 

governmental 

responses to periods 

of economic crisis in 

order to develop a 

correct course of 

action should be for 

future fiscal crisis. 

Students will understand that: 

 Voters are motivated by a 
variety of factors. 

 Economies rise and fall due 
to a host of variables. 

 Financial bubbles occur 

often due to factors such as 
“irrational exuberance”. 

 Depressions are the most 

severe form of economic 
downturn. 

 Severe economic downturns 
can result in wide-ranging 
social change. 

 Popular Presidents are seen 
as those responsive to the 

needs of their constituents. 
 

 What motivates voters in a democracy?   

 What factors make for a healthy 

economy? 

 Why do financial bubbles occur?   

 How severe are depressions? 

 Can severe economic downturns be a 

catalyst for profound social change?  

 What factors determine a President’s 

popularity?   
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Unit Duration 
NJCCCS / 

Common Core 
Standards 

Transfer Goal(s) Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

RH.11.1 
RH.11.2 

RH.11.3 
RH.11.7 
RH.11.8 

RH.11.9 
W.11.1a 
W.11.2a 

W.11.2b 
W.11.2c 
W.11.7 

W.11.8 
W.11.9 

World War II   4 weeks 

NJCCCS: (Social 
Studies) 

6.1.12.A.11.a; 
6.1.12.A.11.b; 
6.1.12.A.11.c; 

6.1.12.A.11.d; 
6.1.12.B.11.a;  

6.1.12.C.11.a;  
6.1.12.C.11.b: 
6.1.12.D.11.c; 

6.1.12.D.11.d; 
6.1.12.D.11.a; 
6.1.12.D.11.b 

 
Tech:   
8.1.12.F.1 

 
CCSS: 
RH.11.1  

RH 11.2 
RH 11.3 

Students will be able to 
independently use their 

learning to… 

 Accurately analyze 

democratic, anti-
totalitarian 
viewpoints of the 

Western 
democracies in their 
conflict with fascism 

and militarism. 

 Use the ideological 
bases and military 

imperatives of World 
War II as a 
foundational basis to 

recognize and 
respond to future 

threats to American 
freedom and safety. 

 

Students will understand that: 

 World War II pits three 

fundamentally opposite 
ideologies (capitalist 

democracy, fascism and 
communism) in a struggle 
for global supremacy. 

 World War II is a conflict 
which introduces new 
technologies that will 

revolutionize modern life. 

 World War II requires 

societies to completely 
mobilize in order to achieve 
victory.  Thus, change is 

profound in all aspects of 
society. 

 World War II is a global 

conflict because it involved 
the peoples and terrain of 
Europe, the Eurasian plains, 

 Why do human beings create 

ideologies? 

 How does war transform the world 

scientifically and technologically? 

 When does war create the impetus for 

change  from an ethnic, racial and 

gender standpoint? 

  How does conflict become global? 

 Besides battlefield success, how could 

combatants position themselves for 

victory? 

 Can war be viewed from a two-pronged 

perspective of the necessity of short-

term military victory and the long-term 

goal of winning the peace? 
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Unit Duration 
NJCCCS / 

Common Core 
Standards 

Transfer Goal(s) Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

RH 11.7 
RH 11.8 

RH 11.9 
RH.11.10 
WH.11.1 

WH.11.4 
WH.11.6 
WH.11.7 

WH.11.8 
WH.11.9 
WH.11.10 

 

Asia, Africa and Oceania. 

 Success in World War II was 

in large part determined by 
access to raw materials and 
strategically vital land and 

waterways.  

 Wars such as WW II often 

involve short-term military 

objectives as well as long-

term strategic/political 

objectives. 

Truman and the 
Dawn of the 

Cold War 

4 weeks 

NJCCCS:  (Social 
Studies) 
6.1.12.A.12.a 

6.1.12.A.12.b 
6.1.12.A.12.c 
6.1.12.B.12.a 

6.1.12.C.12.a 
6.1.12.C.12.c 

6.1.12.C.12.d 
6.1.12.D.12.b 
6.1.12.D.12.c 

6.1.12.D.12.d 
6.1.12.A.13.a 
6.1.12.A.13.b 

6.1.12.B.13.a 
 
NJCCCS: 

(Technology) 
8.1.12.F.1 
 

Common Core: 
RH.11.1-4,8-10 

Students will be able to 
independently use their 
learning to… 

 

 Accurately analyze and 

evaluate the decisions 
made by U.S. and 
world leaders which led 

to the advent of a 
nearly five decade long 
ideological struggle 

called the Cold War. 
 

Students will understand that: 

 Nations like living 
organisms vie for 

dominance. 

 War can adopt cultural, 

intellectual and creative 
perspectives as well as 
militaristic. 

 Conflict of any kind is 
invariably more expensive 
than peace. 

 Nations compete in a 
variety of realms that can 

be non-traditional.  

 Fear of external threat 
leads to a tightening of 

freedoms which sometimes 
extend into abuse. 

 Some may benefit (often 

unjustly) from the 

promotion of discord or 

 Why do nations engage in ideological 

clashes? 

 How can war be non-militaristic? 

 Is conflict between nations expensive in 

financial and other terms? 

 In what multiple areas do nations 

contest each other’s influence? 

 Can fear of external threat lead to 

suppression of rights within a nation? 

 Are there any winners in historical 

phases where discord is prevalent? 
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Unit Duration 
NJCCCS / 

Common Core 
Standards 

Transfer Goal(s) Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

WH.11.1,4,6-10 upheaval. 

The 1950s: 
Conformity and 

Anxiety 
4 weeks 

NJCCCS:  (Social 

Studies) 

6.1.12.A.12.a 

6.1.12.A.12.b 

6.1.12.A.12.c 

6.1.12.C.12.a 

6.1.12.C.12.b 

6.1.12.C.12.c 

6.1.12.C.12.d 

6.1.12.D.12.a 

6.1.12.D.12.b 

6.1.12.D.12.c 

6.1.12.D.12.d 

6.1.12.D.12.e 

6.1.12.A.13.b 

6.1.12.B.13.a 

6.1.12.C.13.a 

6.1.12.C.13.d 

 

NJCCCS: 

(Technology) 

8.1.12.F.1 

 

Common Core: 

RH.10.1-4,8-10 

WH.10.1,4,6-10 

 

Students will be able to 
independently use their 
learning to…  

 Accurately 
comprehend that 
periods of normalcy 

and conformity in 
American society can 
mask deeper social 

forces which want 
change or seek to 

promote societal 
unrest. 

 Analyze the 

implications of the  
post-homogeneous 
era in which America 

entered that prioritized 
uniformity of thought, 
appearance and 

behavior will no longer 
be achieved.  

 

Students will understand that: 

 “The road to hell is paved 
with good intentions” could 

be a valuable foreign policy 
motto. 

 Aggressive national 

posturing can come with a 
steep economic price tag.  

 Societies undergo periods in 
which conformity and 
consensus are the norms. 

 Scientific achievements and 
consumer innovations have 

generally favorable impacts. 

 There is only a certain 
period of time that 

disadvantaged people will 
accept their inferior status. 

It is generally accepted that 

complacency leads to decay and 
as such should be avoided. 

 What animates national foreign policy 

decisions? 

 What cost does the perpetuation of cold 

war come with? 

 Can periods of social stasis be 

incubative forces for subsequent social 

change? 

 When is technological progress an 

unalloyed good? 

 At what point do members of 

discriminated groups reach their 

saturation point? 

 Is societal complacency a good thing or 

bad thing? 

Camelot to 4 weeks NJCCCS:  (Social Students will be able to Students will understand that:  How do leaders affect the life of the 
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Unit Duration 
NJCCCS / 

Common Core 
Standards 

Transfer Goal(s) Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

Aquarias:  The 
1960s 

Studies) 

6.1.12.A.12.a 

6.1.12.A.12.b 

6.1.12.A.12.c 

6.1.12.B.12.a 

6.1.12.C.12.a 

6.1.12.D.12.a 

6.1.12.D.12.d 

6.1.12.D.12.e 

6.1.12.A.13.b 

6.1.12.A.13.c 

6.1.12.C.13.c 

6.1.12.D.13.b 

6.1.12.D.13.e 

6.1.12.D.16.c 

 

NJCCCS: 

(Technology) 

8.1.12.F.1 

8.1.12.F.2 

 

Common Core: 

RH.12.2 

RH.12.3 

RH.12.4 

RH.12.5 

RH.12.6 

 

independently use their 
learning to… 

 Analyze how societal 

conflict creates 

change that can be 

interpreted differently 

depending on one’s 

perspective.   

 Leaders have varying 
degrees of effectiveness. 

 Differing perspectives can 
cause tension within a 
society. 

 The reasons justifying war 
very rarely withstand the 

light of scrutiny. 

 The Supreme Court and 
executive decisions have 

real impacts on people’s 
lives. 

 Poverty is a complex and 

deeply rooted problem. 

 Conflict leads to change.  

 

country? 

 Why do people of similar 

backgrounds often have radically 

different positions on issues? 

 When is war and the sacrifice it 

entails acceptable? 

 Has our nation achieved the long-

sought goal of equality for all 

groups? 

 Why does poverty exist? 

 Is conflict beneficial? 

 Why do adults often view issues 

differently than adolescents? 

 How long can the world continue to 

endure greater physical burdens?    

The Post-
Modern Era 

4 weeks  
NJCCCS (Social 

Studies):   

Students will be able to 

independently use their 

Students will understand that: 

 The 1960s questioning of 

 Why did the people of the post-1960s 

feel a need to change society?   



Advanced Placement United States History  

Unit Duration 
NJCCCS / 

Common Core 
Standards 

Transfer Goal(s) Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

6.1.12.A.12.a 

6.1.12.A.12.b 

6.1.12.A.12.c 

6.1.12.B.12.a 

6.1.12.C.12.a 

6.1.12.B.13.b 

6.1.12.D.13.c 

6.1.12.D.13.f 

6.1.12.A.14.b 

 

NJCCCS: 

(Technology) 

8.1.12.F.2 

8.1.12.F.1 

 

Common Core: 

RH.12.2 

RH.12.3 

RH.12.4 

RH.12.5 

RH.12.6 

RH.12.7 

RH.12.9 

RH.12.10 

WH.12.1 

WH.12.2 

WH.12.4 

WH.12.5 

WH.12.7 

WH.12.8 

learning to… 

 Formulate opinions on 

how the mood and 
behavior of the nation 
changed dramatically 

after 1970 and 
rejected both the 
conservatism of the 

1950s and 
communitarian values 
of the 1960s. 

 The post 1970 period 
is a time when both 

sides of the political 
spectrum agreed on 
the necessity of 

allowing financial 
markets be the basis 
of national wealth 

expansion and not 
old-time industrialism. 

 

societal authority has long 

term consequences 

 The US engages in its most 

controversial foreign policy 

engagement – Vietnam 

 The Vietnam War 

generates opposition which 

fuels many more subsidiary 

opposition movements. 

  The US must accept a 

diminished role in 

international affairs as the 

world increasingly 

transitions to a multipolar 

reality. 

 Economic stagnation is a 

product of massive 

spending from a domestic 

standpoint as well as US 

presence in Southeast 

Asia. 

 What happened to community and 

societal institutions in the post-1960s? 

 Did radicals continue to wish to change 

society after the post-1960s? 

 How did America’s role in the world 

alter after the post-1960s?   

 Why was economic stagnation 

commonplace in the post-1960s? 



Advanced Placement United States History  

Unit Duration 
NJCCCS / 

Common Core 
Standards 

Transfer Goal(s) Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

WH.12.10 

 

 


