Unit Template


	Unit Title: Unit I

                   Conociendo a mis amigos y mi maestra

                   ¿Que tengo que hacer para poder comunicarme con mi maestra y mis 
                     companeros de clase ?



	Stage 1: Desired Results

	NJ Standards

	STANDARD 7.1 (COMMUNICATION) All students will be able to communicate in at least one world language in addition to English. They will use language to engage in conversation, understand and interpret spoken and written language, present information, concepts, and ideas while making connections with other disciplines, and compare the language/culture studied with their own.

According to ACTFL, students beginning the study of a second language in kindergarten, in a program that meets a minimum of 3 times a week for thirty minutes, should meet the following cumulative progress indicators by the end of Grade 2.
A.  Interpretive Mode (understanding and interpretation of spoken or written communication)

1. Demonstrate comprehension of simple, oral directions, commands, and requests through appropriate physical response.

2. Recognize common gestures, intonation, and other visual or auditory cues of the target culture.

3. Identify familiar people, places, and objects based on oral and/or simple written descriptions.

4. Comprehend brief oral exchanges on familiar topics.

6. Listen to simple passages from age-appropriate, culturally authentic selections for enjoyment and information.

B. Interpersonal Mode (direct oral or written communication)
1. Give and follow simple oral directions, commands, and requests for participating in age-appropriate classroom and cultural activities.

2. Imitate appropriate gestures and intonation of the target culture during greetings, leave-takings, and daily interactions.

3. Ask and respond to simple questions, make requests, and express preferences using memorized words and phrases.

4. Exchange information using words, phrases, and short sentences practiced in class on familiar topics or topics studied in other core content areas.

C. Presentational Mode (spoken or written communication for an audience)
3. Present orally or in writing information from age-appropriate, culturally authentic selections.

4. Name and label tangible products and imitate practices from the target culture.

STANDARD 7.2 (CULTURE) All students will demonstrate an understanding of the perspectives of a culture(s) through experiences with its products and practices. 

Novice-Mid Learner Range
According to ACTFL, students beginning the study of a second language in kindergarten, in a program that meets a minimum of 3 times a week for thirty minutes, should meet the following cumulative progress indicators by the end of Grade 2. 

A. Interpretive Mode (understanding and interpretation of spoken or written communication)
1. Identify daily practices of people in the target culture(s).

4. Identify distinctive cultural products of the target culture(s).

B. Interpersonal Mode (direct spoken and written communication)
1. Imitate culturally appropriate etiquette in verbal and nonverbal communication during greetings, leave-takings, and daily classroom interactions.

2. Participate in a variety of oral and/or written activities after listening to age-appropriate, culturally authentic selections.

C. Presentational Mode (spoken and written communication for an audience)
1. Reproduce a variety of tangible products typical of the target culture(s).

            2. Identify and reproduce expressive products typical of the target culture(s).


	Transfer Goals

	Interpretive:  Understand the main idea of what is heard and read about people and about school life.  Take risks to make informed guesses to make sense of Spanish language texts.

Interpersonal: Respond to short messages using memorized words and expressions.  Begin to imitate gestures such as kissing on both cheeks and shaking hands.  Exchange basic information with another Spanish speaker about yourself and your school.

Presentational:  Make yourself understood to your teacher using memorized words and expressions as well as gestures, body language, and often English.


	Essential Question(s)

	How can we each find out more about each other? Who am I and who are you?

What is my school day like?
How is my school different from the school of a student from another country?
What cues do I listen and watch for before I respond?
How can I communicate in Spanish with my teacher and classmates? How much of the words I hear do I need to know? What do I do when I am stuck? How can I keep the conversation going?



	Understanding(s)

	Students should understand that listening and observing carefully is surprisingly important when learning a language. In the early stages of learning a new language they do not need to know all the words they hear because they can convey and interpret meaning through the use of gestures, body languages, rephrasing and circumlocution.
Students will understand that school-related information makes a statement about whom they are.

Students will understand that culture influences the word and language structures that we use.



	Knowledge & Skills

	Student will know….

Culturally appropriate gestures and body language to convey and interpret meaning.

      The expectations the teacher has for classroom behavior.

Strategies to initiate and sustain conversation.

Key vocabulary and structures to make introductions and greet people in the classroom.

Descriptive adjectives and expressions.
The names and locations of objects found in their classrooms. 

Key location prepositions.

Numbers from 0 to 100.

How to tell the time in Spanish.

How to interpret the 24-hour clock.

The names of school subjects in Spanish.

Key comparative phrases. 

Key verbs for the actions in each class.

Students will be able to…
Greet people in the classroom.

Introduce themselves to their teacher and classmates and introduce classmates to one another.

Ask for and respond to questions about personal information.

Use passwords to express their needs in the classroom.

Locate people and places in the classroom and in the school building.

Give and follow directions around the school.

Talk about their schedule.

Talk about what they do in each of their classes.

Describe the people that work in the school.

Compare characteristics of individuals.



	Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

	

	Transfer Task(s) & Rubric(s) Summary
	Stage 1 Elements Assessed (code)

	Your Spanish teacher has set you up with a pen pal in Spain.  You are interested in finding out about what it is like to go to school in Spain because you are thinking about going there next year as a foreign exchange student.

Interpretive:

You read the letter from your pen pal noting his/her personal information and facts about his school.  

Interpersonal:

You and your classmates talk to each other about the letters you received from your Spanish speaking pen pals.  You compare information and ask and answer questions about your friend.

Presentational:

A new student from a Spanish speaking country recently enrolled in your school.  Your Spanish teacher selected you to design and write a guide for this student.   
	Interpretive:  Understand the main idea of what is heard and read about people and about school life.  Take risks to make informed guesses to make sense of Spanish language texts.

Interpersonal: Respond to short messages using memorized words and expressions.  Begin to imitate gestures such as kissing on both cheeks and shaking hands.  Exchange basic information with another Spanish speaker about yourself and your school.

Presentational:  Make yourself understood to your teacher using memorized words and expressions as well as gestures, body language, and often English.


	Other Evidence
	

	Quizzes and tests

Role-plays

Short projects such as creating a poster with a set of classroom rules and expectations

Class participation



	Stage 3: Learning Activities

	Key activities for achieving Desired Results of Stage One
	

	· Using pictures of important people in the school with whom students will interact on a daily basis: principal, assistant principal, principal’s secretary, nurse, etc., introduce each person to the class.  Give the person’s name, age, hair color, eye color, height, and key personality characteristics.  Ask the questions, “¿Quién es?” and ¿Cómo es?” 
· Tell a story about a boy and a girl in the class using the key vocabulary and functions (Se llama…, Tiene pelo…Tiene ojos….Tiene…años, Es….).  Ask yes/no and either/or questions about each individual.
· At the conclusion of the introductory activity, communicate the essential questions and understandings to the learners. 

· Transition to personal questions in the tú form using the same functions and vocabulary.  Include pair practice, listening CDs (from textbook series, Ven conmigo I).  

· Conduct a Four Corners activity using new language elements.

· Ask students to put the name of a famous person on teacher’s back.  Teacher asks questions about the identity of the person; students answer yes or no.  Next teacher asks either/or questions and finally information questions.


· Divide class in half.  Distribute pictures of famous individuals to half the class.  The students who assumed the role of the important people circulate and introduce themselves to their classmates practicing greetings as well as new vocabulary and functions.

· Teacher puts the name of a famous or fictional person on each student’s back.  The students circulate and ask questions to discover their identity.  

· Students interview classmates using questions generated by the class as a whole.

· Working in pairs, students introduce one another to the class.

· Students circulate around the room as music is playing.  When the teacher stops the music, students greet and introduce themselves to the person nearest them.

· Inside/Outside circle to practice personal identify questions and answers.

· Students create a profile of themselves with their personal information.

· Students read descriptions of different people and then match the written description with pictures posted in the classroom.
· Students scan curriculum vitae of famous Hispanics to locate pertinent information about the individual and his life.

· Compare famous Hispanics and famous people from the United States using a graphic organizer.  Discuss similarities and differences focusing on cultural similarities and differences.
· Teacher uses a large floor map of the school to introduce places and people in the school.  Students begin by putting labels on the map or pictures of the people in the school in the place they belong.  The teacher transitions to si/no questions, either/or questions and later on elicits descriptions of the people and the places.  

· Listening activities (Ven Conmigo)

· Conduct a four corners activity using likes/dislikes of school subjects.

· Take class on a tour of the school.  Give directions for students to follow, and then allow students to lead.  Point out key locations, people, and objects around the school.

· Play twenty questions with people in the school.

· Individually, students write directions from one location in the school to another.  Then, working in pairs, students read their directions to their partner, who is drawing a trail on a paper map of the school to see if they end up in the correct place.  
· Inner/outer circle:  students can practice asking one another if they take certain classes.  
· White board activities to practice recognizing and telling time in Spanish.
· Students write out their own school schedules using the 24-hour clock.
· Students draw and label a map of their ideal school and describe their school to a group of classmates who will draw what they hear. 
· Students scan websites of schools in the target culture for specific information.

· Students compare American and Hispanic schools and school life using a Venn diagram with the goal of determining what schools and school life reveal about culture, people, and society.

· Students redo their schedules to reflect a typical Hispanic schedule and describe their daily school routine.

· Exhibit schedules using a “gallery walk.”

· Reflect on the unit.


	

	Potential misunderstandings and performance weaknesses to plan for
	

	· Idiomatic expressions for expressing names.

· Placement and agreement of adjectives in Spanish.

· The use of “ser” for descriptions and “estar” for location.

· Telling time using the 24-hour clock.

· The concept of conjugation and endings on verbs to denote the subject of a sentence.
	

	Accommodation/Differentiation ideas
	

	· Using a multisensory approach when presenting vocabulary and concepts (visuals, gestures, written words).

· Delaying writing until students have begun to internalize the sound system of the language.

· Using Total Physical Response (TPR) that allows learners to connect movement with meanings of words and concepts.

· Scaffolding questions so that students respond first to yes/no and either/or inquiries until they are ready to produce language.

· Implementing cooperative learning strategies such as Think/Pair/Share that provide practice with a classmate before speaking/writing in front of the entire class.

· Pairing a strong student with a struggling one.

· Allowing extra time for assignments and assessments.

· Incorporating time for personal processing: 2-5 minutes for every 10-15 minutes of new content.

· Using feedback sheets and exit cards that give students opportunities to rethink what they are learning and to unravel confusions.


	Resource ideas
	

	· Name tags.

· Visuals of school personal.

· Show curtain map of the school building.

· Short biographical sketches or curriculum vitae of famous Hispanics.

· Clocks.

· Individual white boards.

· http://www.colegiohuyapari.com/html/horclas.htm
(school schedule in Venezuela)

http://www.elavila.org/site/contenido.php?sec=calendario.php&titular=Calendario&PHPSESSID=ead7b6be0b7e9977737415e7ccdae4be
(school calendar in Venezuela)

http://platea.pntic.mec.es/~afidalgo/julio_e.htm
(letter in Spanish from a middle school student)

http://www.mundolatino.org/rinconcito/
(a compilation of Spanish language websites for kids)

http://www.educastur.princast.es/cp/tablado/index-.html
(school website)

http://www.colegiosanluis.es.vg/default2.htm
(school website)




	Sample Rubrics:

The rubrics included here are generic for the three modes of communication.  They are based on the ACTFL Performance Guidelines for K-12 Learners.  They should be refined to reflect the specific assessment tasks.  

Novice-mid Interpretive Rubric

Exceeds Expectations

Meets Expectations

Does Not Meet Expectations

Comprehension

Answers are relevant and accurate 

Most answers are relevant and accurate 

Answers are  irrelevant and/or inaccurate

Word Recognition

Student identifies vocabulary words accurately

Student identifies most vocabulary words accurately

Student misidentifies vocabulary words 

Main Idea

Student identifies main idea

Student identifies main idea

Student does not identify main idea

Interpretation

Student gives logical explanations

Student attempts to give explanations 

Student gives no explanations




Novice-mid Interpersonal Rubric

	
	THE STUDENT Exceeds Expectations
	THE STUDENT Meets Expectations


	THE STUDENT Does not Meet Expectations

	DO I UNDERSTAND YOU?

(Comprehensibility)
	· Understood by the teacher without difficulty.


	· Understood by the teacher with occasional difficulty.


	· Understood by the teacher with much difficulty.

	DO YOU UNDERSTAND ME?

(Comprehension)
	· Understands the teacher without difficulty.
	· Understands the teacher but sometimes needs repetition or restatement.


	· Most responses do not reflect comprehension.

	HOW WELL DO YOU USE THE SPANISH LANGUAGE? 

(Vocabulary use & Language Control)
	· Mostly correct when producing simple sentences.

· Attempts to create.

· Recognizes and uses vocabulary with ease.


	· Mostly correct with memorized language. Less correct when attempting to create.

· Recognizes and uses most of the vocabulary correctly.


	· Accurate only at the word level.

· Limited use of words / phrases.

	How well do i keep the conversation going?

(Communication Strategies)
	· Begins to recombine some memorized language to:

· Ask for repetition and/or clarification
	· Uses memorized chunks of language to:

· Ask for repetition

· State misunderstanding 
	· Does not demonstrate an ability to keep the conversation going.


Novice-mid Presentational Rubric

	
	THE STUDENT Exceeds Expectations
	THE STUDENT Meets Expectations
	THE STUDENT

Does not Meet Expectations



	DO WE UNDERSTAND YOU?

(Comprehensibility)
	· Understood by the audience without difficulty.
	· Understood by the audience. May have some hesitations or unnatural pauses.


	· Not clearly understood. Frequent hesitations and unnatural pauses.

	HOW WELL DO YOU USE THE SPANISH LANGUAGE?

(Language Control & Vocabulary Use)
	· Mostly correct when producing simple sentences.

· Presentation is rich in appropriate vocabulary.


	· Mostly correct with memorized language.

· Vocabulary reveals basic information.


	· Correct only at the word level.

· Vocabulary is limited and/or repetitive.

	HOW WELL DO YOU IMPACT THE AUDIENCE?
	· Uses gestures, visuals and tone of voice to maintain audience’s attention.
	· Uses some gestures and visuals to maintain audience’s attention. Tone of voice is acceptable.


	· No effort to maintain audience’s attention.

	How Well do you organize the presentation?

(Communication Strategies)
	· Main ideas are supported with examples.
	· Presentation has a beginning, middle, and end.
	· Information presented randomly. 

	How well do you act like a native speaker?

(Cultural Awareness)
	· Demonstrates some awareness of cultural appropriateness. 
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