West Windsor-Plainsboro Unit Template


	Unit Title:  ARVC’S



	Stage 1: Desired Results

	Course EQ’s

· How did we get from here (early humans) to there (classical civilizations)?
· To what extent is geography destiny?
· To what extent is change always progress?  
· How has the interaction between humans and the environment affected human life?  
· How has interaction between cultures changed the way people live?  
· How has technology changed the way people live?  
· Historically, why have there always been haves and have-nots?  
· What makes a ruler legitimate?  
· What defines a “Golden Age”?  Why is it difficult to either sustain or achieve?
· How has religion affected how people live? How rulers govern? How laws are made? How people view one another?  
· How have human views of society, nature, and the cosmos changed?


	Transfer Goals

	1. Apply your understanding of how geography and economic opportunity influence the patterns of human settlement by making a well-reasoned argument in choosing a settlement site.  
2. Compare and contrast attributes of both ancient and modern civilizations in order to explain that while they were often distinct, they allow the society the opportunity to advance.  
3. Apply your understanding of how technology improved the lives of ancient peoples to a corollary in today’s world.  
4. If history presents us with a common pattern of why civilizations rise and fall then be able to argue whether or not those factors are present in America today.
5. In looking at America today, evaluate which legacy of the ancient world has had the greatest influence on our lives.

6. Examine how laws offer invaluable insights into the values and culture of a society and apply that understanding using current laws to reveal insights into America’s values and culture.

7. Analyze how different ancient cultures utilized writing to advance their society and explore whether writing continues to have a similar impact on modern development.


	Essential Question(s)

	Unit EQ:  Why do societies develop where and the way they do?

1. Why is farming considered a “revolution” in human development? What advantages does an agriculturally-based society have over a hunter-gatherer society? Why did early humans settle where they did? 

2. What characteristics are critical for a society to become a civilization?  In comparing the ARVC’s, what made them similar and what made them unique?

3. How did writing and record keeping allow civilizations to grow more complex?

4. Why are written laws so important?

5. How did technology improve the lives of ancient humans?  How did technology help people overcome their geography?   In what ways does technology improve our lives today?

6. Why did the ARVC’s all rise and eventually fall by around 1000 BCE?

7. What are the most important legacies of the ARVC’s? 

	Understanding(s)

	1. Throughout history, factors such as geographic characteristics and economic opportunity have influenced the patterns of human settlement.  Today, those same characteristics and opportunities continue to shape patterns of development.
· The Neolithic Revolution was the necessary foundation for the great civilizations that followed in that it created a surplus of food that led to an increase in population, specialization of labor, new forms of social organization, and the beginnings of a civilization. 

· The first civilizations all sprang up alongside the banks of major rivers in order to irrigate their agricultural fields until more sophisticated technology was developed to overcome and adapt to less favorable environments.
2. Over time, a human settlement may evolve into a complex civilization with distinct cultural, political, and economic systems.  That process still continues to develop and evolve today.

· Formal states, writing, cities, and specialized labor interacted dynamically with one another to make a society complex, that is, more recognizable as a civilization.

· The advent of language and writing gave humans the ability to learn from one generation to the next (collective learning) thus greatly increasing the rate of technological advancement.

· The advent of a written code of law (e.g. Code of Hammurabi, edicts of Ashoka) provided the foundation of today’s human rights and codification of law.

· All ARVC’s had concepts of leadership and other basic social structures.  All had religions and a writing system.  Differences included their emphases on religion, technology, and their interest in the wider world.

· The rise of ARVC’s was based on: strong leadership, strong economy, common culture, and favorable geographic conditions (climate, natural resources, protective natural boundaries, etc.) while the decline was in general caused by weak leadership, internal strife (such as food shortages or dissatisfaction with spending priorities) and eventual invasion by outside forces.

· Basic technological achievements like the wheel, alphabets, mathematics, and divisions of time along with the development of art, the rule of law, and lasting religions (e.g. Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism) are all vital legacies of the ARVC’s. 



	Knowledge & Skill

	See 6th Grade Curriculum Guide for specific content knowledge.



	Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

	Summative Performance Tasks

1.  Civilization Wheel: 

· List the 7 characteristics of a civilization and have students identify examples and explain the significance of each as they relate to Mesopotamia, Egypt, India or China. (Unit taught).
· Read the attached scenes (one prehistoric and one modern):  Identify as many characteristics of a civilization as you can in each of the readings.  Compare and contrast the similarities and differences to those characteristics of the ARVC studied.  Explain why some may look similar and others very different.
2.  Rise and Fall: 
· Identify three essential reasons for the rise and three essential reasons for fall of civilizations.

· Choose the one that was the most significant for the rise and for the fall.  Defend your choices.

· As an option, after choosing their option for the most significant factor for rise and fall, determine whether that factor is present in American society today and make the case for why America is either on the rise or fall.
3.  Legacy of the ARVC’s:  
· Students create a legacy scrapbook in which they choose the most significant lasting legacy of the ARVC unit studied (scrapbook could be a year-long project if the teacher wishes to extend the conversation to all the units studied).  Students must also defend why their choice has had a lasting impact on the world we live in today (i.e. rule of law; development of a religion; specific inventions; farming; etc.)
Formative Performance Tasks

1.  Agricultural Revolution:  
· Why was farming considered a revolution?  How did a constant food supply set the stage for civilization to occur?  Does a stable food supply still influence a society’s ability to advance?
2.  Geography Challenge:  
· Show 3-4 maps on a page.  (forest, desert, mountain and river valley area).  Students will choose one to settle in and explain why?  The others they will explain why not.  (Include language that will tell the reader what advantages and disadvantages are to each area.)
3.  Impact of Technology:   

· Choose one technological advancement and explain how it affected life in the ARVC studied.

· Do we have a corollary to that technology today?

· What would you create/invent today to make your life easier or to overcome a problem? (Answer could take the form of an essay, multimedia, modeling, pictorial, cartoon, etc.)

4. Rule of Law:  
Students will develop a chart with three columns that each show a different type of law:  Code of Hammurabi, Absolute Rule (Focus on example from ARVC studied), and US Modern.  (*if Mesopotamia is the ARVC studied, use Ashoka’s edicts or China as the other comparative system).
· Why did the ARVC studied have that style of government?

· Choose one and explain why it would work best for you.

· Why do the other two forms of law/government not work for you?

· Why are written laws so important?

· When laws are written down in public does it make things fairer?  Did the laws of Hammurabi’s Code view people equally?  Find and show the evidence.  What does this evidence tell us about their society?   

· Do the laws in our society today view people equally?  Find and show the evidence.   Do we “practice what we preach?”

5.  Importance of Writing:  

· How did writing and record keeping allow civilizations to grow more complex?

· What advantages did writing bestow on a civilization and an individual?

· What do we as a society today need in writing and for what? 

· (EC) Is there an alternative in our society today other than writing that would accomplish the same things?

	Stage 3: Learning Activities

	Key activities for achieving Desired Results 
	

	
	

	Potential Misunderstandings and performance weaknesses to plan for
	

	
	

	Accommodation/Differentiation Ideas
	

	· What kinds of options and alternatives will make this unit personalized and responsive to student difference – without sacrificing the desired results of Stage One?

	Resource Ideas
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