Delaware Recommended Curriculum Unit Template


Unit Title: Of Mice and Men

	Stage 1: Desired Results

	DE Standards Addressed

	4.1d:  Using literature appropriate for age, stage and interests, students will be able to connect their own experience to those of literary characters by explaining the reasons for a character’s actions, identifying with characters based on a clear understanding of motivation and situation. 

2.4b: Students will be able to critically analyze and evaluate information
and messages presented through print by formulating and expressing opinions.


	Overarching Elements Addressed: the “Official” Overarching Elements

	DE Understanding #1: 

Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face. It presents complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed. 


	Essential Question(s): the Designer’s Questions

	1. What makes a great book or story great?
     a. To what extent does Of Mice and Men meet these criteria?

2. In what ways does literature reflect culture?  In what ways does it shape it?
     a. To what extent does Of Mice and Men reflect the life and times of the Great Depression?

3. What do I need to do in order to construct meaning from text?

4. What lies beneath the surface of this text?  

     a.  What is the effect of the use of symbols and parallelism in the novel Of Mice and Men?
5.   

     2b.To what extent does the author’s (Steinbeck’s) use of dialect impact understanding of the novel?

6. In what kinds of situations can doing the “wrong thing” be right?
Code the questions to the task



	Knowledge & Skill

	Students will know……………………………

That writers convey characters’ attitudes and beliefs through character development

That a summary captures the main idea of a piece of text

That writers use language to help the reader develop a rich image of the character’s world.

Students will be able to…………….

analyze a character’s motivation, beliefs etc. and assume a persona

plan, organize a scrapbook that depicts the character’s life

relate information, ideas found in  text  to current situations



	Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

	What evidence will be collected to determine whether or not the Desired Results identified in Stage One have been achieved? [Anchor the unit in performance tasks that require transfer, supplemented as needed by other evidence –quizzes, worksheets, observations, etc.]



	Suggested Performance Task(s)
	Stage 1 Elements Assessed (code)

	1.You are one of the characters in Of Mice and Men.  Create a scrapbook that depicts your life before, during and after the time portrayed in this novel.    This scrapbook should reflect major events, feelings and relationships in your life -- those that were revealed in the book and those that may have happened before or after the events of the book.  The end result should provide an image through which those close to you can really come to “know” your persona.  This scrapbook should contain pictures, mementos, journal entries, captions or other appropriate memorabilia.  This task will be capstoned by your presenting the scrapbook to the class, speaking as your character.  Your understanding will be assessed by the attached rubric. 

G: Reflect character’s motivation and predict his actions

R  A character in Mice and Men

A  A family member or close friends

S creating a scrapbook chronicling a character’s life, real and inferred

P  scrapbook

S see rubric  (enduring understandings 2, 3, 4)

2.  A town council is facing a zoning decision.  The town must find a location for a new prison.  There are only four available and appropriate sites:  next to a nursing home, next to an elementary school, on the marshlands near the town park, or in the neighborhood where you live.  You are a council member at tonight’s meeting each council member must present his recommendation for the site to be selected.  Prepare your speech advocating your choice and explaining your criteria.  You hope to convince those attending the meeting to support your choice.

G to persuade others to understand and accept your choice

R town council member

A other council members and the community members attending the meeting

S selecting an appropriate site for a prison in your community
P speech

S locating relevant facts, analyze and evaluate information, formulate an opinion, support for the concept of there is more than one “right” choice.


	

	Rubrics/checklists for Performance Tasks
	


	
	

	Other Evidence
	

	Other Evidence  

1.  Character Notes graphic organizer.

2.  Language graphic organizer

3.  Personal response essay to chapter 6.

4.   Persuasive speech to the jury.

5.  Interviews with characters.

6.  Chapter summaries/reflections



	Stage 3: Learning Plan

	Key learning events needed to achieve unit goals
	


	Code

IP = international education perspective

IL = information literacy

WR = Workplace readiness/21st century skills

FA = a formative assessment, used to check for understanding
	

	Resources & Teaching Tips
	



	· What tips to teachers of the unit can you offer about likely rough spots/student misunderstandings and performance weaknesses, and how to troubleshoot those issues?


	

	Accommodation/Differentiation ideas and tips
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