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Fifth Grade News
Ms. Lopez classes are working on including the technology portion of the new enVision math program.  Many of the students have already created their own online accounts so they can access their books online. This is an exciting time for students and teachers to use the new program.
Mrs. Clifford’s social studies classes have been very busy the students have become cartographers. They designed their own parks, zoos, rec centers, shopping malls, etc. They included map keys with symbols, a compass rose with both cardinal and intermediate directions and of course their grid map. They had to consider where they would build their attraction. Would climate make a difference? How about the population of the area? What about the economy of the surrounding site?  
 
Since every chapter in their social studies book includes maps, it is imperative that they understand how to read them. What better way than to construct one, themselves.
Sixth Grade
Sixth grade has been very busy this year transitioning to different teachers and moving throughout the building.  Many students are enjoying the variety of classes and teachers.  
Literacy classes have been working hard on “Writers’ Workshop.”  Students have created notebooks, personal narratives, stories, and read a variety of readings.  Their writing is growing each day.  The goal is for the students to become writers as they move through the writing process.  
Literacy classes have completed many projects and activities this year.  The students learned how to research using the online databases.  Mrs. Kleinecht has instructed them on works cited too.  Students are working hard utilizing their research skills in all classes.  
Social Studies has been off to a busy start.  Sixth graders are currently studying the Civil War.  This was a crucial time in our country and the classes are enjoying learning about this period.   Current Events has started too.  Sixth graders are asked to complete a current event every two weeks.  After they summarize they need to explain why and how this connects to their everyday lives.  This is a great way to introduce the importance of being an active citizen.  
In Science, students are exploring the world of physical science. The concepts of forces, energy, waves, along with Newton’s Laws of Motion are all concepts the students are getting to know and understand. We are all excited to learn about sound and light waves and how humans are able to see and hear sounds.

Both Mrs. Grannemann's and Mrs. L. Smith's enVision Math classes applied input/output tables & algebraic expressions to calculating season ticket costs for their families to attend professional or college football games.  The students learned how to utilize these skills and concepts in the real world and that if they are interested in purchasing season tickets someday, they had better start saving now!

Mrs. L. Smith's Course 2 Math students applied all of the concepts & skills that they have learned so far this year to create Did You Know? 6.0 Posters based on the popular "Did You Know? 3.0" Youtube video.  Their posters conveyed fascinating statistics relevant to today's learners using scientific notation, expanded form, metric units and conversions, as well as, order of operations expressions with decimals.  The students did an amazing job; both Mrs. Smith and her students learned a great deal about technology, education, and the world around them!
Mrs. Ogden’s Social Studies Classes
Mrs. Ogden's classes are celebrating National Geography Awareness this week. Nov. 14-18th. We are hoping to find or discover GEO WHIZZES!  
 
My eight grade social studies classes are busy fighting the French and Indian War! Then we will move onto Crises in the Colonies! The seventh grade is discovering the island nations of Oceania. We will explore Antarctica, and then try to solve the mystery of Easter Island! 
 
Our HBW Newspaper theme is TEAMWORK! It features the 9/11 remembrance, and Amanda Benefante's uncle's book "Reluctant Hero," which was sold in bookstores starting in the summer. Michael Benefante did survive the 9/11 attack. He escaped from the 81st floor of the North Tower and managed to carry a quadapalegic woman down 68 flights of stairs. After his decent and placing the woman in an ambulance the tower collapsed. He survived the windstorm of debris by diving under a truck parked on the street. His picture was on the front page of newspapers and magazines. It shows him running from the collapsing building. He attributes his survival to teamwork! Everyone from his office escaped alive.
HB English

All 8th grade English students wrote/will write a letter to Dr. Bangia (our new Humanities Supervisor) asking her to consider eliminating one short story from the 8th grade curriculum, and making one short story mandatory for all eighth graders to read. She read the letters and came to speak to some classes about them. It was a great authentic task for the students and they enjoyed receiving her feedback.
HB Science

A representative from the New Jersey Watershed Ambassadors program is going to be coming and doing a workshop with Ms. Heckel's 8th grade science classes.  The AmeriCorps New Jersey Watershed Ambassadors Program is an environmental community service program administered by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection to raise public awareness about water and watershed issues and to promote watershed stewardship through direct community involvement and education. In Science class, the 8th graders just finished a unit on ecology and environmental issues.  To build on this subject matter, the students will analyze water samples and macro invertebrates from the Peckman River to determine the water quality and level of pollution.
Geography Bee

It is the Social studies favorite time of year.  All social studies classes will be participating in the annual National Geographic Geography Bee the week of December 19th.
Music at HB
The HBW Gold Band, Maroon Band, White Band, and Jazz Band are excited to be preparing for their upcoming concerts in December. Rehearsals are off to a great start, and all the bands are looking forward to continuing the tradition of excellence in the Verona music department. White Band and Gold Band rehearsals take place on Mondays and Wednesdays, Maroon Band is on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and Jazz Band rehearses on Fridays. All rehearsals start at 7:45am.   HB Voices rehearse on Tuesdays and Acoustics on Thursdays. 
The Gold Band, Maroon Band, and White Band winter concerts. The evening concerts will take place on Wednesday, December 14th in the VHS auditorium. Selections will include seasonal and holiday music, as well as some standard concert band repertoire and classical favorites. All are invited to attend.
 
--For any questions, please contact Mr. Halpern, Mr. Michalowski, or Mrs. Hamilton through the school website.
Student Council

The Student Council is happy to announce their 2011-2012 Student Council Executive Board Members.

Student Council: President – Christopher Luehs, Vice President – Doninique Marino, Recorder – Paige Nagy, and Treasurer - Matt Marano

Student Council Class Presidents: 5th – Emily Coppola and Nick Guiliano, 6th – Lucas Hamson, 7th – Kelsey McKeen, and 8th – Nick DeVivo
The Executive Board along with the Homeroom Representatives held their first meeting and are on their way to planning an exciting year for the student body. We are all looking forward to a great school year with the Student Council!

Media Center News
Everyone likes to curl up with a good book.  While that is true, there is a new generation of readers out there who like to “plug in” with a good book. Welcome to the world of eBooks! Thanks to the generosity of the Verona Foundation for Excellence in Education, the media center web page  now hosts  a virtual bookshelf with 75 e-books available to all students at school and  at home. The eBooks allow students to manipulate text, search for key words, do research, read for enjoyment and even print selected pages. There is a built-in dictionary for every book.  The best part is that students do no need a Kindle or Nook to enjoy these e-Books. 
Academically Speaking
The Academically Speaking Club, our quiz bowl team, is actively recruiting new members to join our returning veterans in 
 our exciting competitions. We will field two teams if we attract enough youngsters  from all four grade levels. The club meets every Tuesday after school in room 211. Members do not need to attend every meeting but it is encouraged. If you have any trivia, jeopardy type, or subject matter games  or if you have any atlases or other such reference books you could send them in to HBW for us to use for practice, it would be greatly appreciated. 
Watch for our competitions beginning in the late Fall.
BEST CLUB
The Best Club will be taking a "Jazzercise" class at TADA next Tuesday, November 22nd. One of our student's mothers is the instructor. We are looking forward to having fun and learning a new to exercise and take care of our bodies.
Chefs’ Club
Chefs’ Club is busy whipping up delicious dishes on Tuesday afternoons.  Ms. Onnembo works with these students each week.   The Chefs’ Club has received a grant to help with supplies.
Yearbook News
 
The deadline to purchase Parent Ads for the yearbook is Friday, December 2.  There are only a limited number of ad spaces left.  Also, yearbook prices will increase $5 after December 2.  They are currently $50 online and $55 in school.  Both yearbooks and parent ads can be purchased at www.yearbooksforever.com (search for "Whitehorne").  Please contact Ms. Heckel (aheckel@veronaschools.org) with any questions. The final day to purchase a yearbook is January 6.
 
