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VERONA PUBLIC  
SCHOOLS MISSION STATEMENT

“The mission of the Verona Public 
Schools, the center of an engaged and 
supportive community, is to empower 
students to achieve their potential as 

active learners and productive citizens 
through rigorous curricula and 

meaningful, enriching experiences.”
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NEW JERSEY’S NEW STATEWIDE 
ASSESSMENT PROGRAM
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• In 2014, New Jersey adopted the Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) to replace HSPA 
at the high school and previous NJASK in the elementary and 
middle school in language arts and mathematics."

• In spring 2015, NJ students took the PARCC:"
– English Language Arts and Literacy Assessments (ELA/L) in 

grades 3 – 11.	
– Mathematics Assessments in grades 3 – 8 and End of 

Course Assessments in Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II.
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HOW IS THE PARCC DIFFERENT?
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• Students take the PARCC tests on a computer.   It was more 
interactive for students, allowed for greater accommodations and 
matched the Common Core State Standards. "

• Students were required to show their work and explain their 
reasoning in order to demonstrate conceptual understanding."

• Instead of focusing on what a child has memorized through multiple 
choice questions, the PARCC tests required students to apply skills 
like thinking, reasoning and justifying answers – showing what they 
know and can do."

• It focuses on applying skills; therefore, it is the daily practice of these 
skills in the classroom that will serve as the best preparation for the 
tests.
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PARCC ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 
• Determine whether students are college- and career-ready or on 

track 
• Compare performance across states and internationally 
• Assess the full range of the Common Core Standards, including 

standards that are difficult to measure   
• Measure the full range of student performance, including the 

performance of high and low performing students   
• Provide data for accountability, including measures of growth  
• Incorporate innovative approaches throughout the system
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THE PARCC TIMELINE

�6



Verona Public Schools

WHO TOOK THE SPRING 2015 
PARCC ASSESSMENTS?
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THE 2015 PARCC ASSESSMENT
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Performance-Based Component!
(PBA) - March

End-of-Year Component 
(EOY) - late April/May

ELA/Literacy"
Writing essays drawing evidence from 
sources, including multi-media, some 
comprehension"
Math"
Solving multi-step problems that require 
reasoning and address real world 
situations"

ELA/Literacy"
Demonstrating comprehension of literary and 
informational texts"
Math"
Demonstrating understanding of concepts 
and procedures and carrying out short 
applications"

Overall Score = Combination of PBA + EOY"
Students had to take both in order!

to get a score on the PARCC Exam
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HOW WERE THE PARCC 
ASSESSMENTS SCORED?

Five Performance Levels (650 to 850)
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ELA PARCC RESULTS: "
Grades 3-11 (% students meeting or exceeding)

The first year’s scores are a new baseline.
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HOW DID WE DO?
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MATH PARCC RESULTS: "
Grades 3-11 (% students meeting or exceeding)

The first year’s scores are a new baseline.
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INDIVIDUAL STUDENT REPORT: ELA
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INDIVIDUAL STUDENT REPORT: MATH
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SCHOOL REPORT:  
MATH EXAMPLE
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• These reports present the average percent correct by item for 
schools, districts, state, and the PARCC consortium."

• In other words, this report will allow our teachers and 
administrators to see how our students fared on each PARCC 
Exam question."

– The questions are linked to evidence tables which are linked to 
the Common Core State Standards.	

• Analyzing the PARCC data, over time, will allow us to identify 
strengths and gaps that exist in our curriculum, instruction, and 
assessments.  
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EVIDENCE STATEMENT ANALYSIS 
REPORTS
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PARCC ASSESSMENT"
SPRING 2016
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● PARCC Assessments will be administered during ONE testing 
window.  "
○ 4 ELA and 3 Math assessment units"

● The same types of questions have been included in this 
shortened test format."

● Verona was granted a waiver to adjust 30 day testing window."
○ Maximize the use of our technology"
○ AP Exams will be administered 1st ... PARCC 2nd ..."

➔ Verona will administer PARCC during the following dates.
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How can I find out more information about the PARCC Assessments and the 
Common Core?"
● The PARCC website may be accessed at http://www.parcconline.org/	
● The New Jersey Department of Education has a website with information 

about PARCC at http://www.state.nj.us/education/sca/parcc/	
● NJ DOE PARCC FAQ http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/

PARCCFAQ.pdf	
● Information on the NJ DOE commission study on the use of assessments 

may be found at: http://www.state.nj.us/education/studycommission/	
● GreatKids State Test Guide for Parents: http://www.greatschools.org/gk/

common-core-test-guide/	
● Be a Learning Hero: http://bealearninghero.org/skill-builder
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RESOURCES FOR PARENTS
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Questions…!
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